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7 HATEY E R Unfuirneſs,or 
WL 5-1 even Injuſtice there =; +4 
l be in the Abridgment if =—_ 
hd 2 Books that adminiſter more - 

"ES: 40 to Curiolity, than to the 
es FEISS ;- de of Mankind, 

15 transferring, as it were, one Man's * 1 
Property to another, without his Conſents |} 
yer where a Subject i is of Univerſal Uſe, 
pg what our Better intereſt is concern ern d 

tis hut reaſonable that ſuch impor- 

ran Treatiſes Wee be reduced Ts a 40 
narrow 5 
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narrow Compaſs, and made an eaſie Pur- 


chaſe, that ſo_ the Advantages of em 
may be as extenſive as their Uſe. 


'Tis with this View that the preſent 
Track is ſent into the World; and being 
done from the French, the Abridger 


Thinks himſelf ſecure from all ſuſpicion 


of having invaded the Property of any of 
bs Fellow-SubjeFs. The great DRE- 
LINCOURT was too conſiderable an Au- 


_ thor, and this Subject of bis in particu- 


lar of 2 weiphty a Concern not to be 
accommodated to the Circumſtances of 
All: The numerous Impreſſions of it in 


Germany, France, Holland, and in 


almot all the Countries where the Re- 
form'd Religion 7s profeſsd, togethen 
with the many Tranſlations of it into 
other Languages, do abundantly evi- 
dence the great Eſteem in which this 
Mork has been had Abroad, and ſeven 
Editions of the Engliſh Tranſlation of 


0 ſufficiently ſhew how well it has been 


receiv d here. The Reader can't rea 1710 
| ath 
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ably deſire a greater Commendation of the 
250 ; but as it's likely he'll exped# to 
find the Account of Mrs. Veal's Appari- 
tion ts Mrs. Bargrave prefix d to this as 


well as to the larger Tranſlat ion; the 
Publiſher has thought fit to inſert the 


Subitance of it here, as it was, not lon 


ſmce, related by Mrs. Bargrave her ſelf, 


0 a Clerg yman of her Acquaintance. 


Mrs. Veal was a Maiden Gentlewo- 


man of about thirty Years of Age, and 
had been intimately acquainted with Mrs. 


Bargrave from her Childhood, They 


happen d both to labour under much the 
ſame Afﬀiidions, but with this difference, 
that Mrs. Bargrave was in a Condition 
t afford Mrs. Veal ſome afſitance which 
ſhe had ſometimes the misfortune to Hand 


in need of; and twas uſual with Mrs. 
Veal to tell Mrs. Bargrave, that ſhe was 


not only the beit, but indeed the only 
Friend fhe had in the World; and that 
uo Circumitances of Life ſhould ever 'diſ= 
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iv PRE FACE. 
ſolve their Friendſhip. They frequent] 
read good Books vides 1 * 
larly DRELINCOUKT upon Death, and 
uſed to. condole each others misfortunes, 
and, as became pious Friends, mutually. 
comfurted one another. 


Mr. Veal, in ſeveral of ber laſt 
Tears, was mightily troubled with Fits, 
the approaches whereof were perceived by 
ber running abruptly from her Diſcourſe 


into ſome Impertinence. 


A great Change had happened in the 
Circumitances of theſe two Friends, and 
their Friendſhip had ſuffer d- by the 
change. Mrs. Bargrave's Circumſtances 
were become much wor ſe than formerly, 
and Mys, Veal's much better, by her 
Brother s promgtzon to a Place in the Cu- 
eam Huff at Dover, with whom ſhe li- 
ved there, to tale the Care ohis Houſe, 
end ſo far forgot her old Friendſhip, that 
Mrs. Bargra ve had not ſeen her ” two 
cars 
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Tears and 2 balf. Mrs. Bargrave indeed 


that her Affliét ions 
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bad been abſent from Dover above half 
the time, and bad lived in a Houſe of 
her own at Canterbury, about two 
Months before the Date of the enſuing 


Account. 


On the 8th of September, 1705, Mrs. 
Bargrave was ſitting alone in this Houſe. 
in the Forenoon: And as the affliction 
ſhe was then under had given her occa- 
ſion to recollect the many misfortunes f R 
ber Life, ſhe had been reaſoning her ſelf 
into a due Reſignation to Providence, 
comforting her ſelf with the aſſurance _ 
| ſhould end when Gop 
faw it moit fit for her, and bad juſt 
took up ber Work, when ſbe beard a 


knocking at the Door: She went to ſee 


who was there, and found her old Friend 
Mrs. Veal in a Travelling Dreſs. That 
Minute the-Clock firuck 12 at Noon. 


8 Madam, 


% f ) a * * 
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% Madam, ſays Mrs. Bargrave, I am 
e ſurprized to ſee you, you have been 
« ſo long à Stranger; and telling gene rg 
was glad to ſee her, offer d to ſalute 

her, which Mrs. Veal did not ſeem to 
_ refuſe till their Lips almoſt touch d, but 

then, drawing her Hands croſs her own 
Eyes, ſbe ſaid, I an't very well, and fo 
waved it. Mrs. Bargrave went with 
ber into another Room, and Mrg. Veal 
fat down in an Elbow Chair, out 0 
which Mrs. Bargrave roſe to go to the 
Door. She told Mrs, Bargrave ſhe was 
going a Journey, and had a great mind 
to ſee her firſt. Mr. Bargrave told her, 
She was amasz d to ſee her come alone. 
O, ſays Mrs. Veal, I gave them the 
flip, and came away, becauſe I had ſo 
great a mind to ſee you before I took 
my Journey. As it was viſible that 
Mrs. Bargrave had been weeping, Mrs 
Veal asd her the Occaſion of it, which 
Mrs. Bargrave told her, and ſaid, ſhe 
thought GoD had ſet her (like Job) as 
Es La mark 
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a mark for all manner of afflidtions. 
Now, ſays Mrs. Veal, I mult talk to 
you, juſt as you uſed to talk to me; 
and reminding her of the pious Conver- 
ſation wherewith they had formerly com- 
forted each other in the time of their 
Adverſity ; T can never believe (ſaid 
ſhe) that Gop will ſuffer you to ſpend 
all your Days in this afflited State; 
no, be aſſured that your Afffictions ſhall 
leave you, or you them, in a ſhort 
time. Dear Mrs. Bargrave, if the Eyes 
of our Faith were as open as the Eyes 
of our Body, we ſhould ſee numbers 
of Angels about us for our Guard: We 
ought therefore to he comforted under 
our afflitions, and to believe that the 
Almighty has fo particular a regard to 
us, that he will not ſuffer the Spirit to 
fail before him, and the Souls which he 
has made, Our afflictions are often- 
times Marks of Gop's Favour ; and 
when they have done the Buſineſs they 
were ſent for, they will be removed 
from us: GOD has promiſed that — | 
=" 
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will reſtore Comforts to his Mourners. 
The Notions we have of Heaven now, 
are vaſtly ſhort of what it really is: 
One Minute of future Happineſs will 
infinitely reward us for all our Suffer- 
Ings; but you muſt thoroughly believe 
it, you muſt thoroughly believe it: 
She repeated it, clapping ber Hand upon 
ber Knee with great carne ſtne ſa, which 
indeed appear d in her whole Diſcourſe, 
Mrs. Bargrave, uneaſie to think ſhe 
doubted of ber believing, riſes from her 
Chair, and happening to throw. down 
D&ELINCOURT'S Book from a Shelf 
that was near ber, ſhe immediately takes 
it up, and ſays, © Mrs. Veal, here's a 
* Book you and 1 have often read to- 
E gether, ©** What Book? fays Mr. 
„ Veal. DREIINcouRT upon Death, 
 fays Mrs. Bargrave. DRELINCOURT, 
Jays Mrs, Veal, ſeems to me to have 
the cleareſt Notions of another Life of 
any Book I ever read upon the Subject. 
She mention d Dr. Sherlock upon Death, 
and two Dutch Books upon the ſame 
"os Wl” : Subjed, 
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Subject, which bad been tranſlated; but 


ſtill ſpore of DRELINCOURT's, as 7he 
Book from which ſhe had receiv d moſt. 


As they were ſpeaking of ſeveral other 
Books they had read, Mrs, Bargrave 
took occaſion to mention Dr. Horneck's 
Happy Aſcetick, at the end of which 


there's an Account of the Lives of the 


Primitive Chriſtians ; and ſaid, © Their 
«© Converſation was not like that of our 


Age. For now (ſays ſhe) there is no- 


* 


thing but frothy vain Diſcourſe, which 
ts very different from theirs. Theirs 
was f Edification, and to build one 
another up in Faith ; ſo that they 
-Wwere not as we are, nor are we as 
e they were: But (ſays ſhe.) we might 
& do as they did. There was a hearty 
« Friendſhip among them; but where is 
% i now to be found? Mys, Veal an- 
* ſwerd, Tis hard indeed to find a, 
true Friend in theſe Days. Madam, 
„ ſays Mrs. Bargrave, every body is 4 


Friend 
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* no reaſon to complain. Now, ſays 


did you think of my Friendſhip ? for I 
Have been very ungrateful to you, can 
vou forgive me? O, ſays Mrs. Bar- 
grave, don't mention ſuch a thing. I have 
not had an uncaſie thought about it; I 


WF © can eaſily forgive it Put what 
mates you think of that now? Really, 
4 ſays Mrs. Veal, I never thought of it 
4 as I ought, till juſt before I came a- 


"7 : But what did you think of me? 
cc 7 
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your ſelf and me. 
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grave) pray have you ſeen Mr. Nor- 
* ris's Copy of Verſes call d Friendſhip 
E In Perfection? Mrs, Veal anſwer'd, 1 


have 
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Friend to the Rich, ſo that you have 


Are. Veal, pray Mrs. Bargrave, what 


thought (ſays Mrs. Bargrave) you - 
were lite the reſt of the World, and 
o that P roſperity had made you ferger | 


Then Mrs. Veal took notice of the 
many Friendly Offices Mrs. Bargrave had 
done her in former Days. © Now you 
« ſpeak of Friendſhip, (ſays Mrs. N 


K 9 rern 
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ſays Mrs, Veal, 


Elyſium occurring twice in it, Ah, 


Mrs. Bargrave, 
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have ſecn his Letters, but not his Po- 

have you the Book > No, ſays 
W Bargrave, but T have the Verſes 
of” my own Writing out, Have you : 2 
then fetch em; 
which ſhe did from above Stairs, 100 
Her'd the Paper to Mrs, Veal t9 read, e 
who refusd it, ſaying, No, 'tis your 
own  Scrawl, do you read it. Mrs. 
Bargrave read the Poem; and the Word 
ſays 
Mrs, Veal, theſe Poets have ſuch 
Names for Heaven ! As they were ſpeak- 
ing in the Praiſe of Friendſhip, Mrs. 
Veal © ſaid, Dear Mrs. Bargrave, I 
ſhall love you for ever. She zold 
that her Siſter and 
Prother-in-Law were juſt come down 
from London to ſee her: Mrs. Bar- 
grave ſaid, © How came you to order 
© alters ſo Phang % She anſwer'd, 
It could nut be help'd, Mrs, Bar- 
orave ace d "og if ſbe word drink 
ome Tea? Jays Mrs. Veal, I don't 
b care 
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before her Knees, to prevent her fall- 


care if I do: Hut ſpeaking as if ſbe 


thought her Tea Equipage was deſtroy'd, 


Jays Mrs. Bargrave, II get ſome- 
thing to drink in for all that: Then 
Mrs, Veal declined it, ſaying, It's no 
matter, let it alone. She often drew 
her band over her Eyes, ſaying, Mrs. 
Bargrave, don't you think I am 
mightily impair'd by my Fits? No, 
ſays Mrs, Bargrave, I think you loo as 
well as ever I knew you. I. 


After this, She deſired Mrs. Bar- 


grave to write a Letter to her Brother, 


and tell him, ſhe wou'd have him give 
Rings to ſuch and ſuch; and that 
out of a Purſe of Gold that was in 


her Cabinet, ſhe wou'd have Two 
Broad- pieces given to her Couſin War- 


ſon. Mrs. Bargrave, thinking this ve- 
y rambling Diſcourſe, concluded that 


Her Fits were coming upon her, and 


therefore plac d herſelf n a Chair juſt 
ing 
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ing to the Gromd The Elbow-chair 

ſhe thought wou'd ſecure her on either 
fide: Then thinking to diert Mrs. 
Veal, ſhe commended her Gown, taking © 
bold of the Sleeve. Mrs. Veal told 
her it was a ſcower'd Silk, and newly 
made up; but ſtill perſiſted in her Re- 
queſt, and tell Mrs. Bargrave ſhe mult 
not deny her; and ſhe wou'd have 
her tell her Brother all their Con- 
verſation, when {he had an Oppor- 
tunity. © Dear Mrs. Veal, ſays Mrs. 
* Bargrave, this ſeems ſo impertinent, 
* that I cannot tell how to comply 
„with it: And what a mortifying 
© Story will our Converſation be to 4 
gung Gentleman ? met hints tis much 
te better to do it your ſelf. No, ſays 
Mre. Veal, tho' it ſeems impertinent 


XV 


to yow now, you will fee more Rea- 

ſon for it hereafter. Then Mrs. Bar- 

grave, Jeilding to her importunity, was 

going to fetch a Pen and Ink; but Mrs. 

Veal ſaid, Let 5 alone now, and do 
hs 


it 
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it when I am gone; but you muſt be 

ſure to do it : This was one of the laft 

things ſhe deſired; which Aan. VITAE 
promiſed to do. 


Tuben, Mrs. Veal ie for Ain. 
Eurer ave's Daug hier; ſbe is not at 
home, ſays Mrs. Bargrave, but if 
E777; have a mind to ſee her, I'll 
ſend for her; Do, ſays Mrs. Veal. 
Airs, Bargrave then went to 4 Neigh- 
beur's to ſend for her; and when ſhe 
came back, ſhe found Mrs. Veal-/tand- 
mg in the Street, juſt without the Door, 
zn the face of the. Beaſt-Market (and 
being Saturday, 'twas Market-Day) and 
8 4 her, * Why ſhe was in ſuch haſteꝶ 
| She ſaid, fre muſt be going; tho' per- 
haps ſhe might not go her Journey till 
Monday : ; She / Mrs. Bargrave, ihe 
hop'd ſhe ſhou'd ſee her again at her 
Couſin Watſin's, before ſhe went, and 
then ſaid, fie would take her Leave of 
her, and walk'd off, Mrs. Bargrave 
lool 


- 
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Iioking after her, till a Turning made 
it impraGicable. It was then about three 
Quarters paſt One a Clock after Noon. 


Mrs. Veal died of her Fits Septem. . 
the th, about Twelve a Click at 
Mon, having been deprived of her 
Senſes for a conſiderable while, except 
a lucid interval of four Hours before 
her Death, in which time ſhe receiv d 
the Holy Sacrament. 3 


The Day after Mrs. Veal's Appear- 
ing, being Sunday, Mrs. Bargrave was 
fo Indiſpos'd that ſhe could not go out, © 
but on Monday ſent to Capt, Watſon's 


o know if Mrs, Veal was there? They 
ſent Mord that ſhe neither was there, 


nor was expected: Mrs. Bargrave, con- 
cluding the Maid had miſtook the Name, 

or made ſome Blunder; ill as ſhe was, 
ſhe put on her Hood, and went her 
ſelf to ſee if Mrs. Veal was there or 
not. They told her, they wonder'd at 
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ber asking; for ſhe had not been in 


Town; they were ſure, .if ſhe had, ſhe 


wind have been there, Says Mrs. 


Bargrave, I am ſure ſhe was with 
©. me, a Saturday, almoſt Two Hours, 

"They ſaid it was impoſſible; for they 

muſt have ſeen her if ſhe had. Capt. 
Watſon comes in, in the mean time, and 
Tells *em that Mrs, Veal is dead, and 
ber Eſcutcheons were making. This 
 ftrangely ſurprized Mrs. Bargrave, who 
immediately went to enquire, and found 
it true: She then told the whole Story 
ro Capt. Watſon's Family, and what 
Gown ſhe had on, how ſtriped, and 
that Mrs. Veal told her, it was Scow- 
er d. Mr. Watſon then cry d, You 
have ſeen her indeed; for none but 
Mrs. Veal, and my ſelf knew that the 
Gown was Scower'd : And Mrs. Watſon 
own'd, ſhe deſcrib d the Gown exadhy ; 
for, ſaid ſhe, I help'd her to make it 


up. 
VIS Had 
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Had not the thing come to light by 
this Accident, Mrs. Bargrave has often 


ſaid, it ſhould never have been made 


Publick But Mrs. Watſon preſently 
blazed it all about the Town, and 
vouch'd the certainty of Mrs. Bargrave's 
bavins ſeen Mrs. Veal's Apparition; 
which brought ſuch Crowds of Gentlemen 
and Perſons of Quality, of the Fudici-- 
ous and Inquiſitive part of Mankind, 
to Mrs. Bargrave's Houſe, to have the 
Account from her own Mouth (who in 
general, appeared extreamly well ſatiſ- 
Hd of the Truth of it) that ſhe was 
at laſt obliged to go out of the way, 
to avoid further Trouble and Fatigue. 


Mrs. Bargrave does not pretend to 
remember all that paſſed betwixt her 
and the Apparition or to repeat it 
juſt in the very fame Terms; and in- 
deed it cant be expected, that a Con- 
verſation of an Hour and three Quar- 

ters 
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ters ſhould be ſo exatly retained : Put 
ſhe thinks ſh? can very well anſwer fur 
the main Subſtance of it, and for ma- 


my of the Expreſſions... 


"Tis. certain, that Mrs, Veal's Siſter 
and Brother-in-Law, went down to 
Dover to ſee her, and entered the Town 
Juſt as ſhe was expiring. ; 


The Circumſtance of old-Mre Breton's 
allowing Mrs, Veal ten Pounds per 
Annum, (which had been an eternal 
Secret to Mrs. Bargrave but for the 
Apparition's Diſccuery) ſeeming to re- 


late ſolely to the Proof of Mrs. Bar- 


grave's having really ſeen Mrs, Veal, 
was not thought neceſſary to be inſer- 
ted in the Body of this Account, be- 
cauſe Mrs. Bargrave's known. Probity, 
the chearfullneſs of her Temper, viſible 
even in her preateft Tryals. the Diſ- 
intereitedneſs of her Conduct upon 
this Occaſion, and the exaFneſs of e- 
| Vor 
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very Circumſtance of this Relation (all 
which yqu need not doubt were tho- 
roughly ſifted) have long ſince pt an 
end to the little Arts, which were nſed 
by ſome - who were ſilly enough to think 
themſelves concern ts endeavour, b: 
all, or any means, to prevent the read. 
e 
Mrs. Bargrave found no difference in 
the Apparition's Converſation from what 


was uſual with Mrs. Veal, except the 
earne 


that any difference of Sentiments was 


intended, which ſeems to be confirmed by 
the manner of” appearing, and the (ir- 
cum ſtances of Time and Place; which 


were thought ty imply a Defien that Mrs. 
Bargrave ſhould not be frighted : Upon 
this Suppoſition, twas a ridiculous Weaks 
neſs that made ſome Perſons take con- 


fiderable Pains to perſuade Mrs. Bar- 


grave to conceal what the Apparition 
: | ſaid 


fineſs in telling her, ſhe muſt tho- 
roughly believe; nor does ſhe, apprehend 


. , 
ts Nn . Py _ . n , 3 . HO” r : 
dt als AUD ee A re > _ 


P 
= * ; - . 
x FR. i 
—— — 2 — L — W — !.. Ä 
— — —_ ** - K 4 


Said againſt the crying Enormities of 


mit the Sippaſctiun; which being allom'd 


grave had ſeen and heard, and to ſecure 
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Party-Zeal: But it muſt be aſcribed te 
a much worſe Cauſe, if they did not ad. 


here, "tis not neceſſary to inlarge on that, 


T. opick. 5 


Tie ſuppoſed the other Circumſtances 
which twas morally impoſſible Mrs. Bar- 
grave ſbeuld have known before band, 
and which yet proved true in Fact, were 
intended only ſo to demonitrate the Truth 
of the Apparition, as to ſatisfy the 
World of the Reality of what Mrs. Bar- 


her Reputation with the Reaſonable and 
Vnderſtanding part of Mankind: They 


Were of £00 trifling a narure to be con- 


WV, 


Hhadered as any part of the main Deſign of 


Mrs. Veal's Appearing, which is thought 


ro conſiſt in theſe two Things, viz. 


1. To acknowledge her Ingratitude to 
Mrs. Bargrave, and ask her Forgiveneſs 


fer 
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Vin the violation of their Friendſh H. An 1 : 


2. To comfirt Mrs. Bargrave in hey 
Alickions, and to encourage her, bythe 
ame pious Motives which ſhe had for- 
merly applied to Mrs. Veal, to bear her 
ryals with ber uſual Reſignation and 
hearfulneſs. | | 


Several conſiderable Miſtakes, which 
PAUe paſsd in all Editions of the former 
delation of this matter, are carefully 
orreFfed in this Account. And tis 
boped the Reader will abate nothing of 
he good Opinion he had of Drelincourt's 
Book, for being honeſlly toll hom very 
ſccidentally it came to be one of the Sub- 


?s of rhe Apparition's Diſcourſe. 
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Drelincourt's Comforts 
1 Againſt the 
FEARS of DEATH, Oc. 
NT ITIITLLLIRIIITILITT?] 
CHARETERT 


That there is nothing more dreadful = 
than Death to ſuch as have no Hope | 
in God. 105 oil ö 


XESEN Infpir'd Pen ſtiles Death very 
7 ſignificantly, The King of Ter- 
EA Vp 7275, that is, the moſt terrible 1 
Hof all Things. For tis poſſible 
to decline the Edge of a drawn 
Sword, or avoid a Lion's Fury, &c. But 
when Death ſhoots its poiſon'd Arrows, 
| „„ th ere 


Ac — aadtf ii TDA . 
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Enemy. In brief, Nature and Art can fur- 


eſt Age and Sex, But Death, unmerci- 
ful Death! has no regard to this. It 
takes no notice of the Infant's Tears, it 


makes no difference 'twixt the begging Þ 
Lazarus, and the rich Dives. It has 


in the ſame Dungeon. 
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there 1s no Stratagem that can retard but 
for a Moment the Approaches of this laſt 


miſh us with nothing able to protect us 
from Death's cruel and unſatiable Hands. 


THERE are none ſo barbarous, but are 
ſometimes overcome by a Suppliant's 
Prayersand Tears ; nay, even the weak- 


ſcorns the Lamentations of lovely Wo- 
men, delighting to trample on their 
moſt raviihing Beauties. It is deaf to 
the requeſts of trembling Age, caſting 
em to the ground like ſo many wither'd 
Oaks. 3 


Ar a Battle, when Princes and Gene- 
rals are taken Priſoners, they are not 
treated as common Soldiers, but Death 


no more reſpect for the Crowns of Kings, 
than for the Shepherd's Crook, or the 
Slave's Chains. It ſhuts em altogether 


— 
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TRE moſt furious War is interrupted. 


with ſome Days, or at leaſt Hours 
of Ceſſation: Nay, the moſt inhuman 
are at laſt tired with bloody Conqueſts, 


but inſatiable Death never ſays tis enough. 


ALL Warfare is doubtful, he that 
is Victor to Day, may ſoon after be 
vanquiſn'd. But Death is always vict- 
orious, Iriumphing with an inſuffera- 
ble Inſolence over all the Earth's 
Inhabitants. The ſtrongeſt Samſons, and 
the moft victorious Davids have at laſt 
yielded to Death. The great Alexander 
and the Triumphing Ceſars, who Con- 
quer'd the major part of the habitable 


World, could not protect themſelves from 


Death's Power, wio langh'd at all the 
ſtately Trophies rais'd to their Honour; 
the rich Marble engraven with ſo many 
proud Titles, cover nothing but a rotten 


Carkaſs, which was render d ſo by Death, 


Wx read in Daniel that King Nebu- 
c<hadnezzar ſaw in a Dream a large Sta- 
tue of Gola both Glorious and Terrible; 


it's Head was of pure Gold, its Breaſt, &c. 


Chap. Xi. 32, 33. 


3 ak 


Y 


no Condemn'è'd Priſoner but trembles when 
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As the Prince was beholding it with 


Aſtoniſhment, a little Stone cut out of a 


Mountain without Hands, was roll'd a- 
gainſt the Feet of this prodigious Statue, 
and broke it all to pieces, and it became 


as the Chaff, which is blown too and | 


fro. This great Image repreſents the four 
Univerſal Monarchies of the World ; that 
of Babylon, of the Perfians, Greeks and 
Romans. It repreſents alſo the Vanity of 
all things under the Sun. For what 1s the 
Glory, &c. of this World, but as a Va- 
pour that ſoon vaniſheth away? Man cre- 


ated in God's Image at firſt view, ſeems 


very Glorious and Terrible; but as ſoon 
as Death ſtrikes at his Earthly Part, all 
the Glory and Pomp, &c. of this Glorious 
and Terrible Animal is chang'd into con- 
temptible Duſt, and reduc'd to-nothing ; 
Vanity of Vanities, all is Vanity. © 


SINCE therefore Death ſpares none, 
and none can reſiſt and eſcape his Power, 
tis no wonder that *tis become ſo terrible 
to all Mortals, wio have not ſettled their 
Faith and Aſſurances on God. For there is 


he beholds the Inſtruments of his Death. 


and printin 
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IN the midſt of a ſumptuous Feaſt, 
King Belſbazzar ſaw the Fingers of a Man's 
Hand writing on the Wall: Which as 
ſoon as the Monarch had caſt his Eyes on, 


tis ſaid, that with fear the joynts of his 


Loyns were loos d, and his Knees ſmote one 


. againſt the other, Certainly: the proud 


Worldling in the midſt ofall his Pleaſures 
has more cauſe to be diſmay'd, when he 
may perceive Death writing on every 
Wall of his. Houſe in viſible Characters, 
on bis Forehead, that God 
has number d bis Days, and this in waich 
he now breaths, ſhall ſoon be follow'd 
by an Eternal Night; that God has weigh'd 
him in the Ballance of his Fuſtice, and found 
him as light as the Wind, and that the Al- 
mighty will ſoon diveſt him of all his 
Glory to cloath his Enemies with. What 
Comforts is there then for the wretched 
Sinners, who not only underſtands, but 
alſo hear their final Sentence from the 
World's great Judge, exaſperated by their 
Impieties? They may now ſee Hell ready 
to ſwallow 'em up, and at preſent feel 
the Hands of the Executioner of Divine 
Juſtice. At preſent they may feel the 
fierce Approaches of that Fire and Brim- 
ſtone, which is the ſecond Death; for it 

1 may 


6 Remedies again ft the 


may juſtly be ſaid cf wretched Var- 
lets, that Hell comes to *em, before they go 
to it, Therefore ſome of em in Deſpair 
murder themſelves, as if they were a- 
fraid not to die by a Hand wicked enough. 
The expectation of Death to them is more 
terrible than Death it ſelf, therefore they 
brut iſhly caſt themſelves into that un- 
quenchable Burning, rather than endure 
ne Apprehenſions of it. 


THe moſt Terrible is, that the 
| Fears that ſeize on the Wicked, are not 
1758 Tranſitory; for as a Criminal on whom 
1118 Sentence of Death 1s pronounc'd, contin- 
| _ ually thinks on the Torments preparing | 
HY for him, and ſuppoſes every Perſon that 
I \ enters, comes to drag him to Execution, 
21k Thus deſperate Sinners, whom their Con- 

| | ſciences Condemn, muſt needs be in 
14 continual Fears, and are like ſo many 
| wretched Slaves, that daily tremble un- 
N der the unhuman Powers of à mercileſs 
| | Tyrant. 
g 

| 


I'm ſenſible, that there are ſome A- 
theiſts, who talk of Death with Contempt, 
braving it without the leaſt ſenſe of fear; 
11 nevertheleſs they feel in their Souls ſome 

1 ſecret 
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Var. ſecret Thorns, which often gauls em. 
hey go Tis true, they for the molt part boaſt of 
pair not fearing Death when at a Diſtance, but 
re a- ſoon manifeſt their Weakneſs when He 
ongh. I ſhews his grim Countenance. 1 
mor „ GE 
they Ir there be any who ſeem to laugh at 
t un- Death, their Laughter is only in appear- 
dure ance. They are like Perſons Poiſon'd 
with that Herb, which cauſes a pleaſant 
E ſmile on their Lips, into whoſe noble 
the Parts it conveys a mortal Poilon, 
e not | 8 33 
hom Some I confeſs die without any con- 
ntin-cern, but theſe are ſenſeleſs Perſons, 
ring | much like ſleeping Drunkards, who may 
that be caſt down a Precipice, without any 
tion, knowledge of the Danger. But ſuch 
Con- Monſters deſerve not to be reckon'd a- 
in mong rational Creatures. 
any : 
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CHALK IC 
That in all the Heathen Philoſophy, 


there is no ſolid Comforts againſt the 


Fears and Apprehenſrons of Death. 


T5 ERE are certain Empericks that 
ſeem at firſt Diſcourſe to be very 
well Skill din their Art; yet in their Pra- 
ctice are very Ignorant : Their unſeaſonable 
Learning diſturbs the Patient, more than 
their Phyſick eaſes him. Theſe very well de- 


ſeribe to us, in this Particular, the Properties 


of the Heathen Philoſophers. For when they 
repreſent the Calamit ies of our humanCon- 
dition, they ſharpen their Wits, and diſco- 
ver all their Rhetorick. Some of 'em laugh 
ingeniouſly at our Miſeries, others artifi- 
cially weep to behold 'em. But in all their 
Writings we find no ſolidComforts againſt 
the Apprehenſions of Death, Therefore 
we may ſay to 'em, as Fob to his trouble- 
ſome Friends, Tour Remembrances are like 
unto Aſhes, your Bodies, to Bodies of Clay, 
Fob, xiii. Tis true, ſome have well ſpo- 


ken, that we begin to die as ſoon as we 


begin to breath; that our Liſe is like a 
Candle, that lives by its Conſumption , 
CD „ 
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for the natural Heats which entertains 


our Life, inſenſibly undermanes it, 


OTHEFRs have as well ſaid, that our 
Life is a ſwift Race from one Mother to 
another: For we no ſooner are brought 
from the Womb of our natural Mother, 
but we run a ſwift Race to the Womb of 
the other, the Grave. Some of the fame 
School have compared a Man to a Buble, 
which riſes and Swells, and immediately 
breaks. In truth, all Man's Beauty 1s 
but a vain Appearance, that vaniſhes 
away in an Inſtant, As Iſalah ſays, 
Chap. Ix. 5 


ON E of theſe great Philoſophers being 
ask'd, What the Life of Man was? re- 
turned no Anſwer, but entred a Chamber, 
and paſs'd out, at the ſame inſtant, to 
ſignify that Man's Life, is but an En- 
trance in, and an Egreſs out of this 
World, the one immediately ſucceeding 
the other. LL 


*T1s with us as with Actors in a Co- 
medy, where one repreſents a King, the 
other an Einperour, Cc. but when the 
Play is ended, and the Garments chavg'd 


you 


-R 5 
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you know not which is which. So is Man; 
the Emperor that ſits on the Throne, and] 
the Beggar on the Dunghil, when caſt in- 

to the Grave together by Death, appear 
without Diſtinction. „ 


ALL theſe witty Expreſſions, and o- 
thers of the like Nature, are pleaſant and 
true, but yet afford no real Comforts, | 
Therefore to all theſe Learned Doctors, 
we may ſay with Fob, Ton are all Phyſicians 
9f no Value, how then Comfort ye me in Fain. 
Chap. xi11. 9. The moſt Excellent and 
flori1 Diſcourſe can bring no Comfort to 
a departing Soul. David's Harp alone can 
drive away the evil Spirits, and appeaſe 
the Troubles of a wounded Conſcience. 


HERE ſome may wonder why among 
theſe Philoſophers, I ſhould exempt the 
Stoicks, I confeſs in this particular, the 

_ expreſs more Gravity, but proceed wit 

no better Succeſs, nay, rather are more 
impertinent: For they treat of the Soul's 
Immortality in a very unconſtant man- 
ner, and inſtead of Comforts, render 
Death more dreadful. 1 
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THEY tell us, that Death is the End 


and Centre, where all human Afflictions 


ceaſe, and therefore rather to be deſir'd, 
than fear'd. They might have ſome co- 
lourable Reaſon for this Concluſion, if 
they had diſcover'd beyond the Grave, a 
Happineſs to be hop'd for. But Dea hb aſ- 
{ures em of no other Comfort but à Pe- 
riod to the Miſeries of this Life There- 
fore ſuch Diſcourſes are not properly 
Comforts ; but only beget in us a filly 
Paſſion, like that of a Criminal on the 
Rack, who 1mpatiently deſires Death to 
be delivered from his Exceſſive Torments. 
O Blind Philoſopher ! If thou can'ſt not 


bear the Miſeries of this Life, how watt 


thou endure the Agonies of Death. 


MoREOVER, they tell us, that the 
moſt cruel and painful Death is a noble 
Occaſion to exerciſe our Virtue. This 
Diſcourſe ſeems plauſable,but is in reality 
nothing but Wind; for it hinders us not 


| from falling into the deepeſt Abyſs of 


Forments, but Periſhes and Dies with it's 


Idolators. Nay, it's Admirers have at 


laſt acknowledg'd it a ſhadow , witneſs 
that famous General, who. fancied that 
e | | his 
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his Virtue would gain him the Victory; 
but the Battle being loſt, and he ready to 
Stabb himſelf with his own Sword; he 
cried out, Oh! mi ſerable Virtue, what art 
thou, but a vain and unprofitable Word, a 
Name without a Body? He thus exclaim'd 
againſt his formerly ador'd Virtue, becauſe 
*twould yield him no Comfort in the 
Day of his Diſtreſs. 


THe moſt ordinary and uſual Com- 
forts they bring are theſe ; That Death 1s 
inevitable; that Humanity and Immor- 
tality are inconſiſtent ; that Death is a 
Tribute we all owe to Nature, and that tis 
ſuch an univerſal Law, that admits of 
no Exception. e 


BU T theſe Comforts encreaſe our 
Trouble. I have therefore good Reaſon 
to ſpeak to theſe Grave Philoſophers Job's 
Langu: ge, Miſerable Comforters are ye all. 
For in Truth, they not only ſearch the 
Wound to the Quick, without any heal- 
ing Application, but alſo inflame, and 
render it far more greivous. When we 
hope for an End to our Calamities, our 
Mind 3s comforted ; but when no hopes of 
this appears, we are overwhelm'd , 

5 rie 
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Grief and Deſpair: *Tis a lamentable 
Thing to be Born to Die, but far more 
grievous to know that Death can't be a- 
voided. For his Affliction 1 18 the greateſt, 

whoſe Miſery can't be cur'd. 1 


Tu 1s is alſo a Jeceitful Maxim, that 


the Comfort of the Miſerable is to have Com- 


pamons in Miſery. For if we are burnt 
in a Fire, where many are conſum'd, we 
thall not find there the more eaſe. Our 
Neighbour's Sickneſs, does not demmiſh 
our's, nor his Death comfort us againſt 
the Approaches of our own: Nay, on the 
contrary, Humanity teaches us to be ſorry 
for auother's Miſery. This Xerxes pra- 
ctis'd; for viewing h his numerous Army, 

he wept to think that within an Hundred 
Years they all ihould be rotting in their 
Graves. This Conſideration, inſtead of 
Comfort, caſts us into an irrecoverable 
Deſpair. For, beſides the Torments of 
Hell-Fire, there is nothing that can be 
imagin'd more Dreadful, than a reduce- 
ment to a Non- Entity. 


T 18 alſo needleſs to mention the Pla- 
toni ſis, who have diſcours'd on the Soul's 
Immortality, and future Bleſſedneſs. Let 


at their 
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their imaginary Deſcription of the Elyſian 
Fields, which have been reckon'd among | 
Poetical Fictions, be witneſſes of their 

Vanity. Thoſe Chimerical ſubterranean 
Gardens contain nothing like the unſpeak- | 
able Pleaſures of God's Paradiſe. 


IN a word, the rareſt Wit and Learns 
ing of Heathen Antiquity, are too un- 
skilful to perform the leaſt Cure to a 
Wounded Soul. They do but charm and 
flatter the Diſeaſe, without giving any 
real Antidote againſt the Venom, that 
kills the Principle of Life. 


I x ſeems, the Compilers of the Hea- 
then Religion, were ſenſible of this Truth. 
For they dedicated Temples, and erected 
Altars to all manner of God's andGoddeſ\- 
fes; not only to Virtues and Health, but 
alſo to Vices and Diſeaſes, to Fear, &c. 
but yet they left Death out of their De- 
votions. This is an open Declaration, 
that they knew not how to ſtrike Ac- 
quaintance with Death, and wan its E- 
ſteem and Favour. They had no Sacri- 
fices that could allay the Fury of this 
their moſt inhuman and 3rreconcileable” 
Enen iy. 
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AR ISTO TIL E the Prince of all Phi- 
I-ſophers, after his excellent Soul had 

ſurvey'd all the Wonders and Secrets of 
Nature, could never find any ſolid Com- 
forts againſt the Apprehenſions of Death. 
The Fear of this cruel Death terrified is 
Conſcience in ſuch a manner, that he 
Confeſs'd, That of all terrible Things, 
Death was the moſt Dreadful, 


C HA P. Iii. 


OF divers Sorts of Death, with which 


we are to Encounter. 


HEN David could not make uſe 
of Saul's Armour to encounter Go- 
Lab with, he took a ſmooth Stone out of 
his Bag, caſt it with a ſling, ftruck the 


Philiſtine on the Forehead, and brought 


down this proud Giant, who had dehed 
the Armies. of Iſrael. We have already 
try'd all the Armour of human Wiſdom, 
and found, that they are inſufficient to. 
encounter with Death, Let us therefore 


| now ſee, whether with the fling of our 


myſti- 
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myſtical David, the Weapons of our di- 
vine Shepherd, we can't overcome this 
three pended Monſter, for there are three 
forts of Death, the Natural, the Spiritual, 
and the Eternal. FL. 1 


_ THe vatural Death is a Apen de 
the Soul from the Body; for altho' our 
Body has been faſhion'd with the Finger 
of God, tis but a weak and frail Veſſel 
made of Earth, but our Soul is an hea- 
venly, ſpiritual, and immortal Subſtance. 
This Soul raiſes us a degree above all A- 
nimals. Tis the Light that enlightens 
us, the Salt that preſcrves us from Cor- 
ruption. In a Word, by this Soul we 
Live, enjoy our Senſes, move and under- 
ſtand. As ſoon as this Angelical Gueſt 
leaves its Manſion, the Body looſes all 
it's Beauty, corrupts and rots. The Fleſh 
that has been ſtretch'd on Beds of Gold, 
is caſt on a Bed of Worms, and at laſt re- 
| mw duc'd to Aſhes, according to the Sentence 
| pronounc'd in the Earthly Paradiſe, Dujt 
tbou art, and to Duſt thou ſhalt return. 


[ lf | ITE Spiritual Death, is the Separation 
4.0 of the Soul from God our Creator. For 
i hae being the Soul of our Souls, and Light 
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of our Life, as ſoon as we depart from 


this ſource of Light and Life, we fall in- 


to an Abyfs of Darkneſs and Death. For 


all thoſe that depart from God ſhall Periſh, 


Pſal. xxxvii. As the Twig withers when 


ſeparated from the Vine, ſo in a ſepara- 
tion from God, we can neither Live, 
Move, nor have our Being. Of this kind 
of Death our Saviour ſpeaks to the Fews, 
John viii. 24. The ſame Death St. Paul 
mentions in the Second Chapter of the 
Epheſians, verſe 1. And 'tis of this Death 
that St. Paul ſpeaks concerning the wan- 
ton Widow, that fhe is dead while ſhe liveth, 
1 Tim. v. | 


'Tw A s this kind of Death that Adam 
ſuffer'd as ſoon as he had taſted the for- 
bidden Fruit. For not only his Body be- 
came ſubject to Death, but his Soul alſo 
was caſt into the Death of Sin. 


As the Lifeof Grace is a Preparative 
to that of Glory, furniſhing us with a 


foretaſt of the Heavenly Joys: So on the 


contrary, the Spiritual Death is the firſt 
beginning of an Eternal One. The Eter- 
nal Death is an entire and irrecoverable 
ſeparation of the Soul and Body from God, 
. accom- 
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accompanied with infinite Torments, 
Torments which the Spirit of God repre- 
ſents to us by things that are the moſt 
, dreadful and painful in this Life. As an 
Abyſs or Furnace full of Flames, a bottom- 
lefs Pit burning with Fire and Brimſtone. 


Fancy to your ſelves a Man devour'd 
with Worms, burning in Flames, in 
whoſe Wounds kindled Brimſtone is pour'd 
without Intermiſſion, with boiling Lead, 
and burning Pitch, and if there be any} 
Pains more grievous, fancy it alſo. All 
theſe give us but an imperfect Image of 
the State of the Damn'd, — * 


SHAME 7 rata Sufferings,and 
the Damn'd {ſhall be loaden with Shame 
an Infamy for all Eternity ; there Names 
ſhall be hateful to God, and his Holy 
Angels, and they ſhall be Curs'd with an 
endleſs Curſe. They ſhall ſuffer in the 
Fire prepared for the Devil and his An- 
gels: All their Senſes thall ſhare in theſe 
horrid Torments, and they ſhall feel E- 
ternally the Stroaks of God's Vengeance. 
They hall then learn by Experience 
what a terrible Thing *tis to fall into the 
Hands of the Living God, Their N 
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mall ſee nothing but the bottomleſs Pit, 


the Devils Image, and the Furies of Hell; 
their Ears ſhall hear nothing but the fear- 
ful Roarmgs of the Tormented Devils, 
and Damn'd Souls, and they ſhall drink 
the very Dregs of God's Anger, Fire and 


ys Brimſtone ſhall be the Portion of their Cup, 


Pal a. 555 


THE Sufferings of this Life are but 
ſhort, but the Torments of the Damn'd 
ſhall never end. They ſhall live for ever 
to die continually, and they ſhall die and 
never be conſum d. We may therefore 
fay, that thoſe things which God has 
prepar'd for thoſe that Hate him, Eye has 
not ſeen, Ear heard, nor has it enter d into 
Man's Heart. From hence ſhall proceed 
their Rage, Madneſs and Deſpair ; they 
ſhall cry in Cain's Language, My Puniſh- 
ment is greater than I can bear, Gen. iv. 
They ſhall curſe God the King of all 
Creatures, Iſa. viii. They ſhall eat their 
Tongues and Blaſpheme the Great God of 
Heaven and Earth. It had been far bet- 
ter for em if they had never been Born; 
they {hall deſire to die, that 1s, be re- 


duc'd to nothing, Rev. ix. But this Death 
| ſhall fly from em. But as they have 
ſtop'd 
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ſtop'd their Ears to God's Invitations to 
Repentance, he ſhall alſo ſtop his Ears 
to their Out-Cries; and when they ſhall 
be overcome with Fear and Deſpair, God 
will ſcorn and Mock at their inſufferable 
Miſery. 


That ein nein bach wan a 
From Eternal Death, and by degrees 
reſcues us from Spiritual Death. 


| E read in the Fifth of the Revela- 

- tions that St. John wept bitterly, 
becauſe no Being in Heaven, Earth, or 
under the Earth, was able to open the 
Book, Sealed with Seven Seals, that was 
in God's Right-Hand. At that inftant 
one of the Twenty four Elders faid, Weep 
910 more, behold the Lion of the Tribe of 
Judah has overcome to open the Book, and 
to looſe the Seven Seals. Thus we have till 
now wept bitterly, becauſe none could 
be found able to enconnter Death. But 
let us alſo wipe away our Tears, 1 the 
ame 
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ſame Lion is to Fight with this dreadful 
Enemy. 


Ov R Victorious David who has over- 


ancient Serpent's Head? »Tis he that has 
undertook this glorious Combat; 'twas 
for that purpoſe he left the Throne of 
God the Father ; He has overcome in dy- 
ing, him who had the Empire of Death, 
that 1s, the Devil, Heb. 11. and has deli- 


were all their Life time ſubject to Bon- 
recs dage. | 


TH 1s great Saviour has perfectly re- 


* deem'd us from Eternal Death, as he 
himſelf teaches in St. John's Goſpel, 


1 Chap. v. 24. Chap. vi. 40 — 51. and Chap. 
'the viii. 1 be Wages of Sin is Death, but God's 
was|C!t is Life Eternal. Bleſſed is he who 
rant! has part in the firſt Reſurrection, Rev. xx. 
Veep the ſecond Death ſhall have no Power 
e fon him. In a Word, Death can't preju- 


aud dice them who are ſettled on Chriſt the 


ti] {Rock of Eternity. This merciful Sa- 
011d (Your has allo deliver'd us from the Spi- 


But tual Death, Eph. ii. For we being dead 
the our Treſpaſ es, he has rais d us together 


ame unto 


come the infernal Lion, and bruis'd the 


ver d them, who through fear of Death, 
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nuto newneſs of Life, and by bis Death re- 
concil'd us to God the Father, 


WHEN Foſhua brought the Children 


of Tfrael into the Land of Promiſe, he 
deſtroy'd not all the Canaanites, Joſh. xx1il. |; 
there remain'd ſome who became Scourges Ji 


in their Sides, and Thorns in their Eyes, 
— Thus ourSpiritual Foſhua,who has led us in- 
to the Kingdom of Grace, has not altogether 


deſtroy'd all our evil Affections, ſome] 


= femain as Prickles in our Sides, and 
ike Swords they pierce through our 


her 


Souls, and render our Life unpleaſant. Mot 
Our Saviour has extinguiſh'd with his] deca 


Blood the infernal Flames of our curs'd 


Life 


Affections, yet in the Aſhes ſome ſparks|faitt 
remain, that yet cauſe in us feveriſh Fits, [of $ 
but by degrees he cools em by his holy New 
Spirit, and one Day will quite extinguilhothe; 


dem. 


Ar the Voice of this Prince of Life, 
we are made to riſe from the Sepulchre 


of our Vices, with our Grave Cloaths a- 
bout us. We are like the ancient Slaves 
that were ſet at Liberty, we bear on our 


Foreheads the viſible Marks of our Bon- 
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dage, but one Day Chriſt will cover thoſe 
Marks of Infamy with a Ceœleſtial Dia- 
dem. „ 


Bu T to ſpeak more openly, Sin is yet 
in us, but reigns not, for Chrift haspull'd 
it from the Throne, and conſtrains it to 
_ by degrees the poſſèeſſion of our 
Souls. back 


with Child in her old Age, there is in 


Life encreaſes by degrees; ſo tis in the 
faithful Soul; there are two Lives, that 
of Sin, or the Old Man, and that of the 
New Man; the one diminiſhes, as the 
other increaſes. 


AN p as it happens with a Woman 


her Body two contrary Lives, that of the 
Mother, and that of the Child; the one 
decays and dies inſenſibly, the Child's 
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i NM: 
| IV by we are yet ſubjected to the Corpo. 


real or Natural Death, and what 
Advantage we thereby receive in Je. 


ſus Chritt, ELF? 


HE Wiſe King Teaches ns in the 

_ 9th of Eccleſ. That the ſame acci 
dents happen to all, to the Righteous, an 
the Wicked. Theſe Words are to be un 
derſtood of the ſeveral Afflictions to whic 
we are expos'd during Life, but we ma 
apply it to the natural Death; for ti 


”— 


appointed to all Men once to die, and the 


to Fudgment, Heb. ix. By one Man Sin en 
tred the World, 
therefore all muſt die, becauſe they have 


ned. Therefore when Joſbua felt himſell 


feeble, he told the Children of Iſrael 
that he was going the way of all Fleſh, Joſh 
XXIII. 


Royal Prophet was exerciſing his Medi 


tation, when he cried out, V ho is he that 
lives, and (hall not ſee Death, ſhall he fre 


his Soul from the Power of the Grave? 


T | 


and by Sin Death, ani 


"Twas on this Subje& that the 
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To expreſs to us this inevitable Fate, 
Moſes reckons up all the ancient Fathers, 
that liv'd longeſt in the firſt World; and 
after he had ſpoken of all their Deeds, he 
adds, and then ſuch a ono died. Thus our 
Creator executes on all Men the Sentence 
once pronounc'd againſt Adam, Duſt 
thou art, and to Duſt thou ſhalt return, 


Gen. iii. 


BV this means God manifeſts his Juſtice 
and Truth. According to the Laws of 
Moſes, the Houſe infected with Leproſie 
was to be demoliſh'd, and caſt into a 


noiſome Place. 


THERE is a more urgent Cauſe for 
Man's Body to be deſtroy'd and laid in a 
Sepulchre, (becauſe created the Pa- 
lace of the Living God) it being cor- 
rupted with Sin, a kind of infe&ious 
Leproſie. 


Fo x the ſame Reaſon we can't ſuffi- 
ciently admire the difference that God 
„e has put bewixt the clean and uncleanVeſ- 

ſel; for he commanded that the Earthen 
Veſſels infected ſhould be broken in 
pie ces, Levi. xi. but that ſuch as were 


3 more 
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more valuable, ſhould be waſh'd with 
Water, and purified with Fire. Numb. xi. 
Our Soul is like a Golden Veſſel, therefore 
God does not altogether deſtroy it, tho 
infected with Sin, but cauſes it to be 
cleans'd at the Fountain of his infinite 
Mercy. He purifies it with his Son's 
| Blood, and cauſes it to paſs thro' the Fire 
of his Holy Spirit. But for this miſera- 
ble Body, an Earthly Veſſel, he breaks 
it to pieces, and reduces it to Duſt and 
Aihes. *Tis my Judgment that Death ex- 
cellently demonſtrates the infinite Power 
of God, for his Power is far more viſible 
in railing one Man from the Dead, than 
in preſerving many thouſands alive. 


As God is wont to lighten our Dark- 
neſs, ſo he makes uſe of Death to cauſe 
his infinite Wiſdom to appear in all Crea- 
tures; Sin has brought forth Death, and 
Death deſtroys its Parent Sin, j 


Monk VER God, whois the ſame ye- 
ſterday, to day, and for ever, will have 
all his Children paſs thro the ſame Path, 
to take poſſeſſion of his Eternal Inheri- 
tance, All the Faithful have paſs'd al- 
ready this way, thro many 17ibulations, 

Aces xxiv. | 
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Tre H ly Scripture tells us, that the 
REUBENITES, and half the Tribe of 
Man Ass ES, Num. xxx1. Foſh, i. left 
their Dweiiings beyond Fordan, to go 
over and fight in the Army of Tael, and 
return d not till God had given zelt to 
their Brethren. 5 


T AIS Allegorically repreſents the 
lively Figure of the Faithful that die be- 
fore the end of the World; for they leave 
their Bodies, and paſs thro' Death, into 
the Cœleſtial Canaan, to encounter with 
God by their Prayers, and they will not 


return to their Bodies till the Number of 


the Saints be compleat, and until our 
great Foſhwa has introduc'd us into Eter- 
nal Reſt, and then we ſhall enjoy peace- 
ably the Fruits of our Victories. 


T x E moſt conſiderable Reaſon, in my 
Judgment, of this our Deſtiny is, that 
God has predeſtinated us to be confortm- 
able to his Son's Image ; he'll have us 
Baptiz'd, drink of his Cup, and enter 
into Bliſs at the ſame Gate that he has 
paſs'd. | . 


ALT RHO' "tis appointed unto all Men once 


to die, Heb, ix. I dare aftum Death has no 


G2 cauſe 
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cauſe to Triumph. We read in Eſtber, 
that King Abaſuerus revok'd not the De- 
cree againſt the Fews, but gave 'em Li- 
berty to defend themſelves, and offend 
their Enemies; ſo God would not revoke 


the Sentence of Death againſt Mankind, 


but commanded his true {ſrael to take up 


Arms againſt it, to Conquer and T:ample 


it under their Feet. 


IN the firſt Place, Chrift our Head en- 
counter'd Death, and overcameit. And 
as Bees hurt themſelves more, than whom 
they ſting ; ſo Death by fixing his ſting 
in Chriſt's Humanity, had put him to a 


deal of Pain for a time, but has thereby 


loſt all firength and vigour for ever. 


T xr Men of Judah, to ſatisfie the en- 
raged Philiſti nes, deliver'd into their Hands 
Sampſon bound with Ropes, whom when 
they ſaw, they gave ſeveral joyful ſhonts; 
but the Lord's Spirit came on him, and 
he brake his Bands, and kill'd a thouſand 
of em. Thus the Jews, for fear of the 
Romans, deliver'd Chrift bound as a Male- 


factor; when Hell ſaw him nail'd to a 


Croſs, and afterwards laid in a Grave, 


the Devils began to rejoyce. But the 


Prince of Life broke out of his Grave by 
| 349 
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his infinite Power, and trampled under 


his Feet Millions of Infernal Fiends. 


Therefore, as Children, let us rejoyce in cur 
Father's Victory, and as Subjects, glory 


in the moſt notable Victories, and famous 


Triumphs of Chriſt our King. We may 
alſo juſtly Glory, that we are Lords of 
Death, and that we have overcome it in 
the Perſon of our Great God. 


MoREOVER as our Saviour has once 
overcoine Death for us, He continues to 
ſubdue it in aud by us. He ſuffers us not 
to Encounter - with our Enemies alone, 
nor leaves us in our Agonies, but furniſhes 
us with his holy Spirit and Armour. Be- 
ſides, this merciful Saviour diſarms Death 
of his moſt nocent Weapons, and takes 


| away all his Arrows and Darts. 


As the Strength of Samp ſor conſiſted in 


ſome locks of his Hair, which the Phili- . 
tines could never have imagin'd ; ſo the 
Strength of Death conſiſts in ſuch things 
as the World leaſt dreams of. His moſt 
dreadful Weapons are the Curſes of the 
Law, and our Sins are the Poiſon, in 
which he dips his Arrows. Now Chrift has 
redeemed us from the Curſe of the Law, when 
be became a Curſe for us, Gal. 3, He has 
BO caſt 
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caſt our Sins into the bottom of the Sea, 
and drowned 'em in his Blood. 8 


 TFTHEREFoRE, being befriended with 
God's Grace, and arm'd with his hol 
Spirit, let us ſhew our Courage, and def 
Death, and Encounter him without Dread; 
for tis now like a Serpent, who has no 
venomous Teeth left. | 


Te we conſider Death's exteriour Parts 
only, we can't perceive any Difference 
'twixt the Death of God's Children, and 
thoſe of wicked Varlets. But if we lift 
up the Mask, and examine their Death 
more exactly, we ſhall find as vaſt a dif- 
ference as *twixt Earth and Paradiſe. For 


from the Peath of God's deareſt Children 


Chrift has extracted the Danger and diſtaſt- 
ful Bitterneſs,and chang'd it into unſpeak- 
able Sweetneſs. As Pharaoh and all his 
Army was Drowned in the Red Sea, but 
the Children of Iſra?l found an eaſy Paſ- 
ſage into the Promis d Land: Thus Death 
is a bottomleſs Abyſs to Reprobates, but 
proves to the Children of God a favour- 
able Paſſage to eternal Bliſs. 


BAL AAN was call'd to Curſe God's 
People, but contrary to Balak's Expecta- 
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tion, bleſs'd 'em. Thus Death being 


brought into the World by the Devil to 
deſtroy it, is chang 1 by God into a Bleſ- 
ſing. We need now no longer be puzzled 
about Sampſon's Riddle, Ont of the Eater 
came forth Meat, and out of the Strong Sweet - 
neſs, Judg. 14. For out of this Old Lyon 
Death proceed the ſweeteſt Comforts. 


'T 1s impoſſible to judge of a Battle by 
the firſt Aſlault, for ſome in the begin- 
ning may turn their Backs, who at laſt 
win the Victory. Therefore that we mats 
better underſtand the great Advai tag-s 


We have over Death, we muſt examine it 


till the end of the Encounter, and take 
notice of every Aſſault we give this un- 
reconcileable Enemy. „ 


bY As ſoon as the Taper of our Lie begins 


to burn, Satan ſends forth his blaſts to ex- 
tinguiſh it. But if Death labours to de- 
moliſh on her Part, we on our's labour to 
repair; and as thoſe who buiit tie Walls 
of Feruſalem, held with one Hand the 
Trowel, and with the other a Sword to 
fight: So we continually are ſtriving to 
preſerve this earthly Lodge, and when 
Death gives the Aſſault, we alſo then ad- 
Em GC 4: Vance 
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vance our Spiritual Building, and labour 
to bring it to Perfection. 2 Cor. 4. 


To ſpeak right, Death meddles with 
nothing but Man's exteriour Parts. For 
our chief Bulwark needs not fear to be 
won by Aſſault, for it's Built upon the 
Rock of Eternity, In a Word, as Serpents 
only crawl on the Duſt, Death has no 
Power, but on Man's earthly Part; there- 
fore our Lord Feſus adviſes his Apoſtles 
not to fear them that kill the Body, but 
can't kill the Soul, 


AT the very inſtant of our Soul's ſepa- 
ration from the Body, Death ſeems to 
have a great Advantage on us; but when 
I conſider all, I find it has no cauſe to 
boaſt of the Victory. When a valiant 
Captain marches out of a Town almoſt 
deſtroy'd, to another more ſecure and 


better fortified, with his Weapons in his 


Hand; we ay he has quitted his Station, 
and not that he is overcome. Thus when 
this wretched Body decays, and that our 


Souls depart well arm'd with Faith and 


Hope, to lodge in a more ſecure Place, 
in the higheſt Heavens; no Body can 
lay, to ſpeak properly, that we have 
been vanquiſn' d. 


THERE- 
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THEREFORE Death does not carry 
away our Bodies by Violence, but we 
leave them willingly ; we do not ſtay for 
its Summons, but prevent it and give it 
a Licence; for when we have made our 
Peace with God, we are ready to depart 
out of this wretched Abode, 67 Ker we en- 
dure all manner of Calamities. 


IMs x not forget that the Faithful 
name their Death, not only a removal 
of their Lodging, but alſo of their Taber- 


nacle. This teaches us, that we muſt de- 


part from hence with as much Pleaſure, 
as the Children of Iſrael did out of their 
Camps, tb enter into the ſweet and Com- 


fortable Dwellings of the Land of Canaan... 


TH1s Body is not only like an hired 
Houſe, or a "Tabernacle tranſported up 
and down ; but *tis by Sin become to our 
Svuls a woful Priſon. This Body which: 
was given to the Soul to be it's Palace, is 
become by Sin its loathſome Sepulchre, 
far more Noiſom than that of Lazarus, 
and Death is like the Voice that calls on 
us, Lazarus, come forth, As Sampſon 
carried away the Gates of Gaza,and tranſ- 
ported em to the Top of the Hill, fo has 
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"Chriſt tranſported the Gates of Death to 


the higheſt Pitch of Glory; of which we 
may fa” as Facob did of Bethel, This ts the 
Gate of Heaven. | : 


SEEING therefore that this is the Na- 
ture of Death, I find that Men give it too 
much Advantage ; for we ſhould not of- 
fer to ſay, that ſuch are dead, whom God 
has admitted into eternal Life; becauſe 
the Qualification ſhould be deriv'd from 


the chief and nobleſt Part. For this Rea- 


fon our removal out of this World ſhould 


rather be ſtiled a Life than a Death; for 


tho' our Body dies and rots, our Soul ſur- 


vives and mounts to Heaven; and this 


mortal Life is nothing in compariſon to 
that which we ſhall enjoy with Chriſt and 
his holy Angels. 


I Mar alſo without any Figure affirm, 
that Death, in reſpect of the Body, is no 


real Death, but a kind of Sleep. There- 


fore our Saviour ſpeaking of Lazarus ſays, 


he Sleeps, but I go to awake him. There- 


fore they wiom Chrift loves, will only 


Sleep for a ſhort Continuance, and then 


Feſus will raiſe them up 4 During 
this Life the Aſſaults of Death are no 


more than light Skirmiſhes, the moſt 
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ſenſible Blow in appearance is, when it 


ſeparates the Soul from the Body; but 
the final Incounter will be at the day of 
Judgment, then Death will endeavour to 
keep us ſtill in its black Priſons; but 
God's Spirit ſhall breath on our dry Bones, 
and cauſe em to revive: And inſtead of 


devouring us, twill prove only a faithful 


keeper of our dead Bodies. 


WHEN the Son of God ſhall appear iu 
his Glory from Heaven, He ſhall con- 
ſume all Death's Trophies with irreſiſtable 
Flames. We muſt accompliſh the Church's 


Triumph, thro' Chriſt's Aſſiſtance, who 
will cauſe us to trample on Death, that 


ſhall be caſt into the bottomleſs Pit, of 
which the Entrance {hall for ever be ſhut 
up. 5 5 


By what we have kid, it may eaſily 


appear what is become of the Rope thrice 


twiſted by the Devil, with an intent there- 
with to ſtrangle all Mankind. The Son of 
God has cut in pieces the firſt of theſe un- 
happy Tyes. By his Spirit of Sanctifica- 


tion he looſes by degrees the ſecond, and 


by the laſt he draws us to himſelf, and 
then burns and conſumes it altogether , 
thcrefore w2 need not fear an Eternal 

55 Death, 
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1 Death, nor Hell's wide Jaws. Tis true, 
that the doleful effects of the ſpiritual 
1 Death commonly draw from us many a 

v Groan and Fear, while we are in the ſin- 

4 kul fleſh, but Chriſt will ſhortly give the 

| {ame Order from Heaven for us, as he 
did for Lazarus, me” him and let him go, 

| Joh. xi. So that inſtead of Corruption ſo} 
l incommodious to us, he will inveſt us 

with Incorruption, and Immortality. 


WHAT has already been declar'd in 
this Chapter, might ſatisfie any Chri- 
ſtian Soul againſt all apprehenſions of 
Death, But yet, tho' I have in groſs diſ- 

cover'd the Body of Conſolation againſt the 

Fears of Death, I ſhall in the next place 

unfold theſe hidden Excellencies, and diſ- 
TJover by degrees all the occult Rarities. 


it CHAP, 
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"CHAP. VL 


| From whence proceed the Fears of 
55 DEATH. 


Ll 


ſo © S an Experienc'd Chirurgeon ſear- 

A ches the Wound before he applies 
the Plaiſter; fo I judge it neceſſary to 
ſeek with diligence from whence the Fears 
in of Death proceed, before we ſhall appoint 
i-Þ the Remedies to the Faithful Souls. 


CE PFirsT, We have juſt reaſon to accuſe 
be our ſelves of tco much unmindfulneſs of 
ce Death. We don't Meditate ſo often as we 
{- | ſhould on the Miſery and Frailty of our 
G decaying Nature, we ſuffer our ſelves to 
be deceiv'd by the inſinuations of our 
corrupted Fleſh, and by the Deluſions of 
the old Serpent, that whiſpers to us, as to 
our firſt Parents, you ſhall not die, Gen, 
© Roe i | 


SECONDLY, We commonly affirm that 

| Death is inexorable; nevertheleſs we live 
as if we had made an agreement with 
Death. Death approaches ſilently, there- 
fore we ſuppoſe twill never come near 


y 
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| | 

| ns; we abcminate all things that repre- 
| ſent Mortality; Death ſeizes on us before 
we have well thought whether we be 
mortal or no; therefore we are ſurpriz'd 
at. 1ts Approaches. 


JN 


vv 


TxrxDLyY, We depend too much on | 
ſecond Cauſes, we look on Death as an 
Evil which may be prevented for a time, 
whereas we ſhould be fully perſwaded 
that Ged has determin'd and appointed 
not only Death it ſelf, but allo all the 
Cauſes and Means by which it happens. 
In a word, when Death comes to us, we 
are ready to ſay to it, as the Devils to 
"x our Saviour, Wherefore art thou come to 
5 torment us before our time © Matth. 8. 


tt oa ww 599 R — 2 0 


 FovuxTHLY, We are too much tied to 
this Earth, that we would willingly make 
here our Aboad for ever, and can't abide 
to hear that Death will remove us. We 
often build ſumptuous Palaces, when we! 
ſhould think of nothing but building our 
Tombs. We have ſo violent a paſſion for 
all the Enjoyments of this Lite, that to 
ſeparate us from em, is to pluck out our 
Hearts, 


QY e. 


— EE — . — — 2 — — Pg 5.1 
— . r 
a _— — ——— — — - 4 m—_ 
4 ſa . — — — — - — 


FIFTER- 
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0 FiFTHLY. Another Principal Cauſe of 
the Fear of Death, is a Wicked Life; we 
d are plung'd in all the Vices of the Age, 
*tis therefore no wonder if Death fills 
our Souls with tremblings, ſince it comes 
nl arm'd with our Sins, and is preceded 
n by the Remorſe of Conſcience, and Hor- 
e, Þ ror of our Crimes. The Love of Sin 
d and Fear of Death are as Twins, that 
dare born and die together. Certainly we 
je may very well apply to all Vicious Per- 
8. ſon$;what the Prophet Jeremiah tells us of 
e  Feruſalem, Her filthineſs is in ber skirts, 
to fe remembreth not her laſt end. | 


 SIXTHLY, I have taken notice of ano- 
ther Defect in us; we miſtruſt the Provi- 
to dence of God, and know not how to re- 
de poſe our ſelves on his Care; we have too 
de worthy an eſteem of our own ſufficiency, 
ewe can't reſolve to die, becauſe we fancy 
our ſelves very uſeful in the World. 


SEVENTHLY, Becauſe the Soul and 
Body are link'd together in a very ſtrict 
Union, we can't imagine how they can 
be ſeparated without great Convulſions. 
Our Infidelity is ſo great, that we can't 
reſt ſatisfy'd on God's Promiſe, who en- 
ns 5 | gages 
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| LY | 
gages to ſuccour us in our diſtreſs, Iſa, 


Fo. 


EIGHTHLY, I judge that one of the 


chief Cauſes of the Fear of Death is, be- 
cauſe we look on God as a moſt ſevere 
Judge, inflam'd with Anger, and arm'd 


with vengeance; whereas we ſhould ac- 


knowledge him to be a merciful Father, 


full of Compaſſion for all Mankind. 


NINTEHLY, There is another viſible 


Fault in us; we don't imbrace with a true 
and lively Faith the Death and Faſton of 
our Lord. We don't conſider that his 


Death has open'd a way for us into Hea- 


Ven. | 


TENTHLyY, To prevent the horror of the 


Grave, we don't conſider that *tis juſt and 
reaſonable that we ſhould be conformableÞ 


to Chriſt in his Abaſement, if we wall 
have any ſhare with him in his Glory. 


Fi ELEVENTHLY, Beſides, that which en- 


tertains in our Souls the Fears of Death is 


this, we look on it as if *twere in its full 
ſtrength and vigour, whereas Chrift has 


vanquiſh'd it. 


TWELFTH- 
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TwELFTHLY, We don't conſider that 
Chriſt has not only Conquer'd Death, but 
alſo prepar'd a Place for us in Heaven, 
and that by dying, we follow his Paths, 
to reap with him the Fruits of his moſt - 
glorious Victories, 


THIRTEENTHLY,We ſtoop too much to 
conſider our Mortal Nature, and ſeldom 
enter into this uſeful Meditation, that by 
the Holy Ghoſl we are unſeparably united 
to Chriſt, and have already in us the Seeds 
of Glory and Immortality, | 


 FoURTEENTHLY, Werepine at Death, 
becauſe we don't dream of the Evils from 
which it delivers us, but only think on 


the vain Pleaſures it robs us of. 


FIFTEENTHLY, We don't conſider that 
Death never meddles with the principal 
part, but only pulls off from us Sin, and 
breaks the Chains of our Spiritual Bon- 
dage; fo that Death is rather the Death 
of Sin, than of the Faithful. 1 


SixTEENTRHLY, Here is another great 


Fault in us, we don't lift up our Minds to 


conſider the Glory prepar'd for us at the 
egreſs 


5 42 Remedies againſt the 
; AT " 


egreſs of our Soul out of our Mortal 


| : 
il ; 
1 Bodies. 


SEVENTEENTHLY, to theſe former 
| Cauſes of the Fears of Death, we may add Tl 
\F another, that we ſuffer our Eyes to dwell 
| too much on the Corruption that threaten: 
| our Bodies, whereas we ſhould carry our 
Eye-ſ ght to behold its glorious Reſurre- 
Etion, that ihall ſoon follow. 


E1GHTEENTHLY, in the laſt place, we 
Wl: | don't Meditate as we ovght, on that Eter- 
= nal Bliſs, which we ſhall enter into, when 
'F Chriſt ſhall come to judge the Quick 
and the Dead, when he ſhall re-unite 

our Souls and Bodies together for all 
Eternity; that he may be glorified in ht 

Saints, and wonderſul in all the Faithful, 


CHAPBYV 
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CHAP. VII. 


oy The firſt Remedy again#t the Fears of 
ell DEATH, #s to Meditate often on 


ils 
re. W E become acquainted with the moſt 
dreadful Things by Cuſtom. As 


freſh Soldiers at firſt Fear, yet after they 
have been acquaiuied with ' Battles, they 


ergo as cheerfully to the Combate, as to a 
zen Triumph. Thus the firſt conceits of 
Death commonly terrifie us, but when we 
iteſcriouſly meditate on it, we ſhall not 
wy contemn it, but we ſhall alſo ſeek 
it boldly in its Retreats, with an un- 
daunted Countenance. | 


DEA is therefore ſo far from terrify- 
ing ſuch as are accuſtom'd to it, that it 
fils em full of Comfort and Joy. As a 
Child who looks on his Father, who has a 
P Vizard on his Face, is frighted ; but if he 
has but confidence to pull off the Vizard, 
and take but notice of the loving Smiles 
of his Parent hid under that Deformity, 
he'll not only ceaſe weeping, but alſo 
leap for joy, and embrace him, a 
Ins 
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Tus if we look on Death with a ti 
morous Countenance, and behold its hi. 
deous Appearance, we ſhall be ſtruck 
with a ſuddain horror; but if we can 
with any aſſurance lift up its ugly Vi. 
zard, we ſhall ſoon diſcover our Heaven: 
17 Father, and with Tears of Joy, we 
mall run to embrace him. In a word, a 
he who runs from his Enemy, encreaſes 
his Courage; thus when Death ſees u 

tremble and decline ito Arrroaclicd, it 
becomes more imperious over us. W- 
muſt therefore think betimes of Death, 
repreſent it to our ſelves continually, and 
enter into an Aquaintance with it. 


Ix we will make uſe of any exterior 
Help to imprint this in our Fancy, we mu 
practice with Care the Advice of the wiſh 
Man, *T:s better to go to the Houſe 0 
Mourning, than to that of Feaſting, Eccl 
vii. for that is the end of all Men, and 
the living will lay it to heart. Ne. 
ver look on a diſeas d Body ftretch'd on 
a Bed, nor on a dead Corps in a Coffin, 
but remember that this is an univerſal 
Law to which all Mankind muſt pay 
Obedience; that *tis the broad way of all 
the Earth, and that there we may bra 
f | the 
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the lively Image of our Future State. 
When we are entring into our Beds, let 
.us think on the Sepulcher where 
we muſt one Day be ſtretch' d. Let Sleep 
be to us as an Image of our Death, and 
Wet it call us to mind how we muſt within 
a few Days ſleep in a Bed of Duſt, If we 
re alone, and ſeparated from human So- 
ciety, let us remember, that within a few 
days, Death will ſeparate and divide us. 
we caſt down our Eyes to look on the 
round, we may remember, that Dnft we 
re, and to Duſt we ſhall return, Gen, iii. 
f we hear the whiſtling of the Winds, 
e may ſay with Fob, Remember that my 


more good. If we Travel by Land, we 


have been ſwifter than a Poſt, they flee away, 
they fee no good, Job ix. If we fail on the 
dea, we may ſuppoſe the World as a tem- 
eſtuous Sea, and that the laſt wind of 


and Death will drive ns into the Haven of 
Neſeternal Felicity, In ſhort, we can hardly 

| ont or think of any thing here, but may 
nerve for a fit Occaſion to Meditate on 
rſal Death, | 

Ja) | 5 

l EG „„ ons 
old | X 


ife is but a Wind, mine Eye ſhall ſee 0 


(nay think on Job's Complaint, my Days 


——————— 


A Prayer and Meditation on ou 


Frmities and Diſtempers be Iookt on, as 


entrance to the preſence of my God, whe! 
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MoRTALLTY. 


7 


MT God and Heavenly Father, ſince 
tis thy pleaſure that our Bodies un 
return to Duſt, grant me Grace to be alway 
mindful of my frail Condition, let my In 


many Meſſengers to ſummon me to leave tht 
Tabernacle. Let my Bed remember me thai 
I muſt ſhortly lie in a Bed of Duſt; let tl 
Tombs of my Predeceſſors refreſh in me thi 
thoughts of my departure to my laſt Home 
Gracious God! give me Grace ſo often t 
look on Death and the Grave, that J may l 
acquainted with em, and that they may 1 
fright but comfort me, Death being my on 


Hall ive for ever with him in Blij 
Amen. 
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u nA VI, 
The ſecond Remedy againſt the Fears of 


Death, is to expe it at every mo- 
ent. | 


Fo | 

h "TP" IS not ſufficient to Think and Diſ- 
courſe often on Death; for there be 
ſome that mention Death with many pi- 
Jous Reflections, yet nevertheleſs they 
can't boaſt of being free from all ap- 
th prehenſions of it. We imagine always 
nel that we perceive Death at a vaſt diſtance 
from us, and that we ſhall at our leiſure. 
prepare our ſelves to receive it as we 
ought z therefore whenever, or where- 
ever 1t comes to drag us out of the World, 
it {urprizes and aſtoniſhes us. 


To prevent this Miſchief, we muſt not 
only conſider that we-are mortal, but that 
ur Life is ihort, we muſt continually ſay 
with Fob, are not my Days few? Job x. or 
A Nvith Moſes, the beft of our Days are but 
Labour and Sorrow, for they are ſoon cut 
off, and we flee away, Pſal. xc. ; 
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TRE Ancients paint Time with Wings, 
to expreſs its unavoidable ſwiftneſs. The 


Holy Spirit compares our Life to a Wea- 


ver's Shuttle, to an Hired Servant, to a 


- Poſt that runs apace, or to an Eagle that 


flyes after his Prey. In ſhort, the moſt 


unconſtant things of this World, of which 


the motion 1s very quick, are us'd in Holy 
Writ, to expreſs the Vanity and ſhortneſ 
of our Life. Our Body is like a Tree 


_ continually eaten with Worms. In vain 
do we baniſh out of our minds the thoughts 


of Death, for twill not fail to remember 
us. The farther we imagine Death from 
us, the nearer tis to us. As the Cancer 
when it infects the Breaſt, devours the 


Fleſh without Interruption, fo Time con- 


ſumes and devours us continually. 


SInce therefore, in proper terms, our 


Life is nothing elſe but a continu'd Death, 


we are miſtaken to name only the mo- 
ment of the ſeparation of the Soul and 
Body at the hour of Death; for of a Jour: 


ney we reckon the firſt League, as well 


as the laſt; thns we muſt reckon our 
Death to begin from the firſt moment that 
we draw our Breath, till the laſt when we 
yield up the Ghoſt, 


BESIDES, 
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Bes 1s, our Taper of Life is not al- 
ways conſum'd by its own Flame; many 
Junkind Blaſts and Showers often ext in- 
a guiſh it. If our Life is ſhort, "tis no leſs 
tweak and uncertain; the Body in which 
ſt we lead a languiſhing Life, is like Fonas's 
u Gourd, for if it be but mov'd with a con- 
7M trary-and unwholſom Wind, or touch'd by 
Gl an unhappy Storm, it withers on a ſud- 
dain, Jonas iv. 


T Is to be conſider'd therefore, that 
Death in every place lays for us his Snares, 
as well in the boſom of our tender hearted 
Mothers, and in the embraces of our 
deareſt Friends, as amongſt our moſt mor- 
tal Enemies. His inviſible Darts are ubi- 
quitary, and as the Pſalmiſt informs us, | 
The Peftilence walketh in Darkneſs, and De- 
” firution waſteth at Noon Day, Pal. 91. 

t 5 - 3 | 7 h 
no- DraTH ſurprizeth us at Home and A- 
md broad, in our Cloſets and in the Streets, 
ur Win our Beds, and in the midſt of our 
rell Feaſts, and all our Pomp. This Holy 
our Meditation caus'd the wiſeſt King to tell 
at us, that Man knows not bis time, as the 
we Fiſhes that are taken in an evil Net, and as 
the Birds that are caught in a ſnare, ſo arg 
mw » the 


ES, 


go Kemedlies againſt the 


the Sons of Men ſnar'd in, an Evil time, 
whey it falls ſuddenly on em. Eccleſ. ix, | *© 
12. | 


"Do you deſire, Chriſtian Reader, to 

_ underſtand the reſult of all thisDiſcourſe ? 
Let me tell you that ſinceDeath is certain, 
and not to be avoided, and that there is 
nothing ſo uncertain as the Hour of its 
arrival; we ought ſo to live, as if we 
were to breath forth the laſt gaſp at every 
moment. We ſhould not foflow Death as 
the Malefactor, or the Execut ioner; but as 
the Child follows has Father, who conduds 

him to a Feaſt. 


35563355556 2888888866 


A Prayer and Meditation on the con- 
tinual Expectation of DEATH. 


FA Gracious God, in whoſe Power alone, 
and at whoſe Pleaſure are the Times 
and the Seaſons ; I know that tis a ee 
for all Men once to die, and that thy Grace 
is the dwelling which thou haſt Ke to 
receive all Mankind, We ie f ci- 
ently by the experience of former ps that 
2one is able to ſay, I Hall live, and ſhall 1 


V d ! ⁊ ß . . . 2 
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fee Death. Thou, O AlmightyGod, ony 
| ſupreme Fudge, haſt pronomced, our irrevo- 
cable Sentence in Earthly Paradiſe, that we 
aſt die; ſo that I ſhould be guilty of the 
greateſt Folly, if I did not firmly believe 
| that I muſt die as others, and follow at my 
» | turn in the way of all Fleſh. But, Lord, 
S | thou haſt been pleasd to hide from us 
S | the iſſues of thy Providences, and doſt not 
e | ſuffer us to ſee the Hand that marks out 
Y | the laft Hours of onr Life. We can per- 
s | ceive no Shadow to diſcover to us with 
S || certainty, when (hall be the going down of 
s our Sun; we know not at what hour of the 
Day or of the Night thon wilt call 
us to appear before thy great Tribunal. 
gs | Give me therefore Grace, O merciful God, 
to be always ready to anſwer to thy Call, 
and to obey: thy boly Commands, that I 
may be as a Ship at Anchor, that flays only 
for a Wind to ſet ſail ; or as a Soldier 
who waits only for the ſignal to march to 
the Encounter, Give me Grace, O good 
Lird, that I may be like the good and 
faithful Servant, who expects his Maſter's 
coming, and hears his Voice as ſoon as be 
calls; or like the wiſ? Virgins who were 
ready to meet the Bridegroom, and to fol- 
low him into the marriage Chamber, Since 
Jam not to know either tbe Time or the 


D 2 Place 


— 
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Place when Death will come to me, O that 
T might expect and wait for it every mo- 
ment, and at every Place] O that I might 
live in ſuch a manner, as if I were always 
ready to die. That my Soul were always 1 
upon my Lips, prepar d to flee away; that 
I were continually in readineſs to commit it 
into thy Hands, O my God, my 1 
and Merciful Creator ! By this means ſhall 
receive Death with Foy when it comss, as th 
Servant and Meſſenger, and I ſhall follow it 
willingly, being certainly perſwaded that it 
will lead me into Eternal Life, and tranſ- I. 
port me into thy Glorious and immortal 5 
Falace. Amen. | 12 
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CHAP. IX. 


The Third Remedy againſt the Fears 
of DEATH, i to conſider that God 
has appointed the Time and Manner 


of our Death. 


E are. either Hypocrites, or we 
muſt deſire the Accompliſhment 
of God's Will, and reſign our ſelves whol- 
ly to it; for every day we ſay in our 
Prayers, thy will be done in Earth, as it is 


in Heaven. Therefore we can't abhor nor 


fly ſo cowardly from Death, if we be 
rightly perſwaded that God has limited 
the Time, and appointed the Manner of 
our: Death; © 8 


"Tw1LL eaſily appear that God hath 
number'd our Days, and decreed the Hour 
and Moment of every Man's Death. For 
beſides what our Saviour Chriſt ſays, Adds i. 
Fob tells us expreſly, the Days of Man are 
determin'd, the number of his Months are 
with thee, thou haſt appointed his Bounds 
that be cannot paſs, Job xiv. The Royal 
Prophet ſpeaks to the ſame purpoſe in the 
XIII Pſalm, Samuel's Mother confirms 

| D 3 ' this 
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this Truth ſufficiently, *Tis God, ſays ſhe, 


who kills and makes alive, be bringeth down 


ro the Grave, and bringeth up, 1 Sam. 11. 
in ſhort, whether we live, we live to the 
Lord, and whether we die, we die to the 
Lord; whether therefore we live or die, we 
are the Lord's. Rom. xiv, „ 


IF it be certain that God has number'd 
the Hairs of our Head, Matth. x. tis not 
to be doubted but that he has alſo num- 
bred the Days of our Life. And if a Spar- 
row falls not to the Ground without his 


Order, how can it be that a Soul ſhall 


take its flight up to Heaven without his 
expreſs Commiſſion? | 


"In thort, if Life and Death were not 


in God's Hands, there would be nothing 
ſcttled or conſtant, and the Prophets 


would be often found in grievous Errors, 
and the Eternal Election would be Ps 


aboliſh'd. For if King Cyrus had die 


before he had obtain'd the Kingdom of 
Babylon, how ſhould Iſaiab's Prophecy be 
accompliſh'd ? for he paints out this 
oung Conqueror in his moſt lively Co- 
ours, and alſo calls him by his Name, 
Ja. xliv. And if the Devil could have 
taken away St. Paul's Life, before his 
% ODE Journey 
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3 to Dama ſcus, where he was ſtrange- 
y converted by a Miracle, how could 
God's immutable Decree be accompliſh'd? 
for he had deſign'd him from his Mother's 
Womb, to be a noble Veflel of his Grace 


and Mercy, and a faithful Ambaſſador of 


his Son, Gal. I. 


Ix ſhort, if the ſeparation of the Soul 


from the Body happens in a different man- 
ner, tis not without the expreſs Leave 
and Order of our Heavenly Father. There- 
fore when we ſee the ſtrangeſt Accidents 
come to paſs, and the moſt unexpected 
and tragick ' Deaths before our Eyes, we 
muſt remember the ſaying of the Prophet: 


Feremy, when he ſaw the Burning and 
Plundering of Feruſalem, Who is he that 
ſays, and it cometh to paſs, when the Lord 


commandeth it not © Out of the mouth of the 
moſt High proceeds not Evil and Good, 
Lam, iii. : 


WHEN we look on the Death and Paſ- 
ſion of Chriſt, we may imagine at the firſt. 
view, that only the Phariſees Envy, Ju- 


. das's Treaſon, the Mutiny of the rude 


Rabble, Pilate's Injuſtice, Herod's Jeſts, 
and the Cruelty of the Roman Soldiers 
were the cauſes of the Tragedy. But the 

. : 1 holy 
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holy Apoſtles Peter and Fohbn, to whom 
our Saviour had diſcover'd the rareſt ſe- 
crets of his Wiſdom, conſider the out- 
ward Agents, but as Inſtruments to bring 
Gods great Deſign, Man's Redemption, to 
paſs, as we may read, Ads iv. A 


IN a word, when the hour of our Death 
is come, all the Riches in the World can't 
pay curRanſom all the Wiſdom or ſtrength 
_ of a Kingdom are not able to free us from 
Death's Power. On the contrary, when 
it pleaſes God to ſhelter and preſerve our 
Lite, all the ſubtilty and cunning of the 
Devil, all the Power and Fury of the 
World can't take it from us. 


F 4 COB's Sons had wickedly intended 
to deſtroy their Brother Foſeph, they were 
ready to imbrue their Hands in the blood 
of this Innocent Perſon ; but by a ſecret 
and moſt wonderful Providence God ſtop'd 
their Helliſh Deſign. They, inſtead of 
hindring the fulfilling of Foſeph's Dream, 
were inſtrumental to its accompliſh- 
ment, 


DAVID, a. Man after God's own Heart, 

ſell into many fearful Dangers, ſo that 

he was reduc'd oft times to the very Wiles 
| D 
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ol Death; but God preſerv'd his Soul from 


the Grave, his-Eycs from Tears, and his 
Feet from falling, Pal. cxv1. 


M any Examples more of this ſort. 


might be given. But in ſhort, when the 


Hour is not yet come, which God hath 
mark'd out and appointed to take unto 
himſelf his faithful Servants; there is 
no Miracle fo great, but he will ſhew it- 
for their ſakes; he dries up the Seas, he 
ſtops the Lions Mouths, c. 


THEREFoke ſince God has fore-ordain'd . 
before Man's Creation, the time and man- 
ner of his Death, at what Hour, in what 
Place, and by what Means ſoever Got 
calls away our Friends, or ſtrikes at our 
Perſons, *tis always our Duty to poſſeſs 
our Souls with Patience, and not to ſuf- 
ter the leaſt repining or deſpairing word 
to proceed ont of our Mouths. . 


Ir Death ſuddainly ſnatches away thy 
deareſt Children, or thy moſt intimate 
Friends, complain not of its inhumanity, 
remember that it puts in execution the 
Decrees of God's everiaſting will. 


A ˙ 
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T don't wiſh you here to have a Heart 
of Flint, without natural affection. Piet 
and Religion are not barbarous , the Affe. 
ctions that we bear our Children are not diſ- 
pleaſing to God, if they be well govern'd, 
and don't exceed the natural Bounds; tis 
lawful for us to be ſenſible of their Griefs, 
and to weep for their Diſtempers, and to 
pray for the Recovery of their Health; 
but when God has call'd 'em hence, we 
muſt wipe away all our Tears, and ſay 
with David, we fhall go to them, but they 
Hall not return to us, 2 Sam. x11. 


Tarr Maſter of a Family gathers as 
he pleaſes the Fruits of his Garden, and 
| ſhall not God have the Liberty to diſpoſe 

_ at his will, of all that grows in his own. 

Territories? . 5 


Dork Death draw near to threaten thy 

Perſon, when it has diſpatch'd thy deareſt 
Friends ? Be not frighted at its appear- 
ance, for tis not able to anticipate a mo- 

2 25 Hour appointed by the Wiſdom 
of God. "IA 


Hs r thou liv'd many Vears on the 
Earth ? aſcribe not the Cauſe to the Con- 
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Heution of thy Body, 10 to the Skill of 


thy Phyſicians, but remember that God 
lengthens thy Days; therefore come and 
caſt at his Feet thy reverend gray hairs. 


ART thou threaten'd with Death in 


the Flower of thine Age.? fret not thy 


felf with it, but remember that God only 
cuts off the Thread of thy Life, and puts 
2 period to thy mortal Race; thou 
haſt as much reaſon to be griev'd becauſe 
thou art born too late, as to be ſorry that 
Hou diet too Wm. 


Ir thou art ready to die for Righte- 
ouſneſs a violent Death, meditate ſeriouſly 
on the Sayings of the Prophet David, Pſal. 
cxvi, Precious in the fight of the Lord is 
the death of all his Saints, Arm thy felf 
with an holy confidence, and ſay with 
Eli, 1 Sam. iii. Tis the Lord, let him do 
what ſeemeth him good. Remember always 
the Prayer that our Lord and Saviour of- 
fer'd up to God in his greateſt Agony; 
Father, if this Cup may not paſs away from 
me, except I drink it, thy will be done. For- 
get not alſo at this time CH RIO T's Ad- 
vertizement, He that loveth bis Life, ſhall 
loſe it; and he that hateth his Life in this 


Worid, hall ſave it to'#ternal Life, Joh, xii. 
TT 
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O great and glorious God, the Enemies of 

thy Truth are met together againſt thy 
dear Children, whom thou haſt ſanctified 
by the Blood of thy Covenant; but they 
are not able to do any thing but what 
thou haſt appointed to be done in thine 
Eternal Wiſdom. Los 7 - 
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A Prayer and Meditation on the Time 
of our DEATH. 


ä 8g AERCIFUL Lord, who doſt go- 

vern all things by thine infinite Wiſ- 
dom, and haſt + do the Times and Sea- 
ſons in thine own wer; thou haſt not only 
written my Name in the Book of the Living, 
but baſt alſo meaſur'd the length of my Life, 
and appointed the Hour of my Death, yet 
am I certain that the ſame Hand that fa- 
ion d and form d this Body, muſt alſo break 
it in pieces. Therefore, my God, give me daily 
ee of Death, but let me reſt upon 
thee, and then let Satan and all the Ene- 


mies of thy Glory lay their Snares for me, 
they are not able to do any thing but what 
% Wiſdom has ordain d. O Almighty 2 
mojt- 
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moſt merci ful God, I recommend unto thee 


my Soul, as to my Faithful Creator, Here 


Tam to accompliſh thy Will, whether it be 


to live or die. O bleſſed Death ! when God 
ſhall take me up to Heaven, and make me 
Company for his Saints and glorious Angels. 
Amen. 1 e 


SS x TT 


A Prayer and Meditation upon the 


Manner of our DEATH: 


GOD the Creator of all Fleſh, and 
Father of the Immortal Spirits, I know 
that every kind of Death of thy Children ts 
precious in thy fight, and that howſoever- 


that ſhall happen, thou wilt take care of my 


Soul. As thou haf mark'd out the noment 
of my Death, ſo thou haſt alſo. ordatn'd the 
manner of it. I nuſt, O Ay God, 
repoſe my ſelf upon this wonderful and wiſe 
ede ob, be contented 111 thy — 
controulable Decrees. Tet, O Lord, if I may 
ſpeak, who am but Duſt and Aſhes, ſuffer 
not my Soul to be ſnatch'd away on a ſud- 
dain, but grant me time to commit it into thy 
merciful Hands: Tet, O Lord, not as J will, 
but as thou wilt let it be dene Amen. 


— 
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A Prayer and Meditation for one that 


dies in a ſtrange Land, amongſt 
INFIDELS. 


O MT God and 8 Father, how 


grievous is this Tryal? Here Tam at 


a diftance not 25 from my Country, and 


Friends, but in a ſtrange Place, in the power 


of my Enemies. T have no body to ſtrengthen 


me in the Faith of my Saviour Chrift, I am 
here amongſt the Adver ſaries of thy Truth, 
who labour to deſtroy my Intereſt in Chriſt. O 


Almighty Lord, ſuffer me not to loſe Cou- 
rage, and to yield to the preſent Tempta- 


tions, but grant that I may with the ſhield of 


Faith repell all the fiery Darts of Satan; 
this precious Faith which will vanquiſh the 


World, triumph over Hell, and deſtroy Death 


in its own Empire. Amen. 
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A Prayer and Meditation on the Death 
of a beloved Perſon. 


O MT God, I am aſſurd that there is 
= — mothing certain nor unchangeable here 
on Earth, but thy gracious Promiſes, there- 
| fore it becomes us to enjoy the Things of the 
. World, as not enjoying them, Thou haſt 
, | /natch'd out of my Embraces my greateſt Dar- 
: ling and moſt intimate Friend. But, O God 

of all Comfort, pardon my exceſive Grief, pa- 
) - my Sighs, and ſtop the current of my 
| lears, Why do I weep for him, whoſe Tears 
thou haſt wip'd away? Do I wear a Mourn- 
mg Apparel for him,who is now cover d with 
a glorious Attire of Foy and Gladneſs © Do F 
delight my ſelf in Darkneſs, whilſt he ſolaces 
himſelf at the Fountain of Light and Glory © 
The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away, 
grant me therefore Grace to put an end to all 
theſe Sighs, Groans and lears, and ſpend 
my Time 10 longer in lamenting the loſs of my 
beloved Object, but that I may employ my ſelf. 
to prepare for my removal out of this Earth- 
ly Tabernacle, into thine Eternal Reſt, 
Amen, Fe 


( 
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HAF. * 


The Fourth Remedy againſt the Fears f 
Dearn, is r diſengage cur. Hearts i © 
from the World. 


T HE Children of Iſrael decamp'd from 
the Wilderneſs, and went joyfull 
over the River Fordan at God's Comma . 
The Cauſe of their readineſs was this, an 
earneſt longing: for the Land of Canaan, 
and their unſettled Condition in the Wil- 
derneſs. Death is to us the ſame in regard 
of our Heavenly Paradife, as the River 
Fordan was in reſpect of the Promis'd 
Land. From hence it appears, that the 
ſtrongeſt Motives to oblige us to a Reſolu- 
tion of entring into this paſſage willingly, 
is to free our ſelves from all things that 
might tie us to the World, and to keep 
our ſelves always in a readineſs to de- 
Part. 5 | | 


— 
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For that purpoſe, tis not neceſſary 
that we ſhould go out of the World, but 
that the World ſhould be baniſn'd from 
us, and that we ſhould renounce all Va- 
nities and unruly Affections, ſo that we 

might 
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might be able to ſay with the Apoſtle, 
The World is crucified to me, and I to the 
World. For there are many who depart 
out of this World, yet leave their moſt 
tender Affections behind em. 


THz ſame thing happens to many, 
who, ſeparate themſelves without any ne- 
ceſſity from the Acquaintance of Man- 
kind. For by this means they give way 
to the Devil, and expoſe themſelves to all 
his Temptations z for that wicked Ser- 
pent delights rather in the Dens of wild 
Beaſts, than in the Palaces of Kings. When 
Satan intended to Tempt Chrift, he car- 
ried him into a Deſart. From hence we 
may learn, that this ſubtle Enemy of 
Mankind has learnt by his long experi- 
ence, that the moſt ſolitary Places are the 
fitteſt to lay his Snares in. WO 


Some cloath themſelves with Hair, and 
wear at their Girdle a knotted Cord, 
whom the Devil drags to Hell with the in- 


viſible Chains of Luſt; others climb up 


to the top of frozen Mountains, and yet 
their Hearts burn with impure Flames, In 
ſhort, ſome live in appearance like An- 
gels, and yet they are polleſs'd by Legions 
of Infernal Fiends; others ſeem to have 
no 
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no Concernment in this World, and yet 
lodge it all in their Hearts. 


UNDER a courſe Habit dwells of- 
times more Envy, Vanity,and Ambition, 
than under the glorious Attire of Silk and 
Gold. Some pitiful Beggers are more loth 
to quit their Rags, than Sovereign Princes 
to lay down their Scepters. The Galley- 
Slaves are as unwilling Death ſhould looſe 
em from their Chains, as Princes are to 
leave their Crowns. Some are tormented 
with the Gont, Stone, &c, yet never- 
theleſs deſire more paſſionately to live, 
than many that enjoy a perfect Health, 
Carnal Souls feel a great reluctancy 
to part from a Body falling to pieces 
with old Age, whereas they that are more 
ſpiritualiz d depart willingly out of youn 


ones, flouriſhing in their Strength an 


Beauty. 


We muſt not therefore remove out of 
the World our Legs and Arms, but our 
Affęctions and vain Luſts. If God be- 
ſtows upon us his Earthly Bleſſings, we 
are not to reject em, but to take heed that 
they Shipwreck not our Faith, and that 
we regard em not more than our Con- 
ſciences. 1 . 
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Tn E Honours and Riches deriv'd to us 
from our Birth, or that we obtain by law- 
ful means, are to he rank'd among God's 
Bleſſings: Therefore Ei ber, tao a poor ſtran- 
ger, receiv'd with Joy the Imperial 
Crown. | 7 


THE Riches of the Earth are not hurt- 
ful, but very uſeful and advantageous to 
ſuch as employ em well, they are pow- 
erful Helps to true Piety, and excel- 
lent means to glorifie God, and exerciſe 
our Mercy and Compaſſion z I may fay, 
they give a luftre to the Zeal and 
Charity of God's Children. But on the 
contrary, Riches turn to Evils, in the 
Hand of a brute and fordid Nabal, or a 
treacherous Fudas, &c. | T 


Now the beſt Directions, in my Opt- 
nion, for a true Chriſtian, who ace 

Soul to be acceptable to God, to attain to 
the Diſpoſitions neceſſary for an happy 


Death, are, 


FIRST, We muſt employ our moſt 
conſtant and earneſt Endeavours and Afﬀ- 
fections for the Eternal Advantages of the 
Soul, and of the Life to come. 

ö — — 2dly, | 


es his 


— 
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_ 2dly, We ought to proceed, firſt to la- 


bour for the Advancement of God's King · c 


dom and Church, that then we may have 
liberty to employ our ſelves about our 
own honeſt Worldly Concerns, 


 3dly, Berore we engage in any Work, 
we muſt pray to God to vouchſafe his Bleſ- 
ling to it, for without his aſſiſtance all our 
Labours are vain, _ 1% 


4thly, Our Labour muſt be without 
miſtruſting God's Providence, and we muſt 
imprint in our Minds that excellent Sen- 
tence of David, Caſt thy Burt hen on the 
Lord, and he ſhall ſuſtain thee, Pſal. v. 


5thly, ABove all things we muſt be- 
ware of the laviſh Vice of Covetouſneſs, 
for that denies God's good Providence, and 
Fatherly Care. Þ 


6thly, Ir God is pleas'd to afflict us 
with Poverty, notwithſtanding our con- 
tinual Labours in our lawful Calling; let 
us endeayour to poſſeſs our Souls with 
Patience, and look on Chriſt, who for our 

lakes became Poor, that we might be en- 
rich'd by his Poverty. 4 
3 5 7thly, 
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Itbly, Bur if it has pleas'd God to bleſs 
thy Labou s, fo that thou enjoyeſt Ri- 
ches, thou muſt remember to poſlifs them 
in ſuch a manner, as they don't enſlave 
thee. 


©thly, We muſt not only take off our 
Hearts and Affections from the World, 
and its Vanities, but we muſt be alſo rea- 
dy to leave em at every moment, as ſo 
many Trifles. | 


othly, IF we happen to part with our 
Goods, Honours, and Dignities in the 
Service of God, and for the profeſſion of 
Griſt's Goſpel; in ſuch a Caſe we ought 
to endure the Loſs with a Chriſtian Pati- 
ence, and an exceſſive Joy, becauſe that 


- Wiuch a loſs for a juſt Cauſe, will prove at 


laſt to our Advantage and Glory. 


1cthly, WIL ST we enjoy our Goods, 
we muſt take Care of the Poor, and be 
bountiful in Alms, not ſparing, but libe- 
ral as far as our Ability. 
that is caſt on the Earth, but its Flowers 
and moſt excellent Fruits are to be ga- 
ther d in Heaven; for God loves a cheer- 

ful Giver, and delights iu ſuch Sacrifices. 
„ 11tbly, 


Alms is a Seed 


— 
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11thly,FiNALLY, we muſt not only take 
off our Hearts and Affections from the 
Riches, Honours, and Vanities of this 
World, but we muſt alſo deny our ſelves, 
tame and overcome our Paſſions, and cru- 


cify our Fleſh with its Luſts. 


Tra mT we may be able to imprint this 
good Leſſon in our Minds, we ſhould ſe- 
riouſly confider in the Firſt place, that we 


are but Strangers and Pilgrims in this 


World, and that we have no laſting City, 


Hieb. xiii. The Houſes that God grants 


us, are no perpetual Dwellings, but only 
Inns for our preſent Conveniencies. 


2dly, CONSIDER not only, I beſeech ye, 


that we are Strangers and Sojourners in 


the World, and that we are not to inhabit 
always in this Foreign Country, but that 
our paſſage will be but a few Days, Rev. 
vii, We need but little to nouriſh and 
entertain us in this ſhort Race; at the 
end of it we ſhall neither hunger nor 
thirſt, and the Sun ſhall burn us no 


more. 


3dly, Cons IDER, that we arc not only 
Strangers, but Chriſt's Soldiers here, there. 
| fore 
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fore St. Paul exhorts his beloved Diſciple 
Timothy, to behave himſelf as a good Hol- 


dier iu this juf War, aud to this good fight of 


Faith, 1 Tim. 1. Now he that goes to War, 
muſt not incumber himſelf with the en- 
joyments of this Life. 


athly, ConsIDER alſo, that we are like 
to Soldiers who are engag'd in an Enemie's 


Country, not with a deſign to conquer 


and eſtabliſh our ſelves there, but only to 
obtain a-free paſſage, having only an in- 
tent to paſs thro* unto our native Soil, 


5thly, CONSIDER that this Life is a 
Race, and the World the place to run in. 
Now ſuch as run this Race, muſt take care 
that the Thorns of this World do not 
catch hold on *em, nor their Feet ſtick in 
15 Mire of the dirty Pleaſures of this 
Life. | Te Do, 


 6thly, ConsIDER that our Life is a 
continualWreſtling againſt the Fleſh, Prin- 
cipalities, Powers, &c. Now therefore 
it Wreſtlers Diet themſelves, and abſtain 
trom moſt Delights to gain a corruptible 
Crown, how much more reaſon have we 
to do the like, for an incorruptible 
and glorious Crown? 


7, 
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-thly, ConsIDER that God will have 
us to be confcrmable to the Image of his 
Son, and that we muſt follow his Foot- 


Reps, as far as he ſtrengthens us, 


8thly, J judge that *tis alſo neceſſary 
that we ſhonld repreſent to our ſelves, 
that we are but as Stewards to God, and 


think that at next moment he may call us 
to an Account, and require from us a Rea- 


fon of our Behaviour, and take from us 


our enjoyments. 


othly, MorEoveR, *tis neceſſary to 


conſider the fruitleſs Labours that we are 
at, when we purchaſe the Riches of the 


Earth, for the Covetous and Ambitious 
commonly toil and labour in vain ; for 
when they have labour d for theſe: Va- 
nities, they reap nothing but Grief and 


Diſpleaſure. 


Tothly, TAKE notice of the ſmall ſatiſ- 


faction there 1s to be found in the moſt 
entire and perfect enjoyment of the Ad- 
vantages of this World, They are like 
Drink, that leaves us ſtill a-thirt, 


11iÞly, 


| 
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r1thly, Coxs 1px, that all the Trea- 
ſures and Riches of the Indies, and the 
Pomp and Grandeur of the World, are 
not able to bring Peace to the Soul, nor 
quiet to a troubled Conſcience. 


12thly, Wr are to conſider chiefly, that 


if our Enjoyments have been wrongfully 
gotten, as Gehazi's changes of Raiment, 


they can bring no real Content nor Peace 
to the Soul, but rather fill us with a grci- 
ping of Conſcience, and with a fearful 
Deſpair. | 1 


13thly, Cox s ID ER, that tis poſſible to 
be very indigent in the midſt of Plenty; 


therefore a contented Poverty is more 


worthy than Riches with diſcontent. Na- 
ture is ſat isfied with a little, Piety with 
leſs, but Covetouſneſs has no meaſures, 


14thly CHRISTIAN. Souls, caft your 
Eyes on all the moſt eſtcem'd things of 
the World, and you ſhall find that their 


Poſſeſſion is but uncertain, and of a ſhort 


continuance, - for Riches have Wings to 
flee away as an Eagle. There needs but 


the pillaging of a Town, the breaking of 


a Mer- 
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a Merchant, an unſucceſsful Suit in Law, 
Sc, to bring thee to want. | 


T5thly, CONSIDER, that if theſe Riches 
and Honours leave us not in this Life, yet 
tis moſt certain that Death will deprive 

us of all; for we brought nothing into this 
World, and *tis certain that we can carry 
nothing out. „ 


16thly, Cons1DEs, that *tis à great 


Cauſe of Grief, that we know not who 


mall inherit the Fruits of all our La- 


bours, which we keep with ſo much Care 


and reſtleſs Fears. 


17thly, Cons1DER well Chriſtian Peo- 
ple, the dangerous Effects wrought in us 
b the love of the World. It ſtifles in our 
Hharts the Seeds of the Goſpel, Matth. 111. 
and hinders it from growing up to Salva- 
tion, it keeps many from glorifying God, 
and making an open profeſſion of the 
Truth. As tis ſaid of ſome of the chief 
Phariſees, that they believ'd in Chriſt, but 


28 they would not confeſs him before Men, 


| becauſe they loy'd more the glory of Men, 
than of Gd. N 


18t hh, 
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 18thly, TAxk notice that this is the 
Paſſion that ſtops many in their firſt be- 
ginnings of Piety; therefore we muſt im- 
print in our Minds this excellent Sentence 
of our Saviour, No body that puts his Hand 
to the Plough, and doth look back, is fit 
for the Kingdom of God. 


Tgthly, This is the Cauſe that many 
People, eſteem'd well grounded in Reli- 
gion and Piety, are prevail'd on at laſt to 
turn their Backs to God, and to make 
Shipwreck of their Faith. 


26, ConsIDER, that if theſe Worldly 
Goods and Honours don't produce in us 
theſe woful and lamentable Effects, they 
often produce em in our Poſterity. Ma- 
ny would live happier in the World, if 
their Parents had not left em ſo much 
Riches. Re 


21ſt, Death is a kind of Sleep. Now as 
we can't conveniently fall aſleep, unleſs 
we ſet aſide and forget all the troubleſome 
Affairs of the World; ſo tis altogether 
impoſſible to die peaceably, if we baniſh 
not out of our Hearts betimes, all the ſharp 
Cares that undermine and conſume us. 
1 E 2 ans 224 
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22d, IF we deſire to imprint in our 


Minds the Contempt of this World, and 


its Vanities, we muſt often meditate on 


the excellency of our Nature, ſanctified 
by Grace, on the worthineſs of our Spi- 
ritual Calling, and on the Richcs and 


Glory of that Eternal Happineſs, which 
God has provided for us in Heaven. *Tis 
impoſſible to look on theſe things as we 
ought, but we muſt conclude with the 
Apoſtle, that the World with all its plea- 


ſures is not worthy of us. 


23d, CoN81DFR, That God has given us 
a ſublime Countenance to inform us to lift 


to Heaven our Hearts and Deſires, He 


has created our Souls, and given em a 
1 Being, that they may take their 


flight above all Earthly Matter. 


24. Wr ought to diſpoſe our ſelves to 


depart out of this World, by leaving our 


Parents, Friends, and Eſtates that we now 
enjoy. And if our Fleſh enquire of us, 


what we have left for our ſelves, let us 


confidently anſwer, that we have kept our 


HopE. And St. Paul tells us that, that 


Hope is a ſure and unmoveable Anchor of 
HY 5225") #90 "T3079 7190 of 


as our forerunner. | t * 


25. G0 p has hid in the Earth Gold, 
Silver, and Fewels, to teach us to trample - 


on all the Riches of the World; but he has 
exalted the Heavens, our Spiritual Trea- 


ſure, that we mig"t lift up thither our 


Hearts and our moſt earneſt Aﬀections. 


26. WREN Men go to live in another 


 Countr „they furnyſh themſelves with 


Bills of Exchange. Therefore ſeeing that 


our Gold, &c. will not paſs in Heaven, 


let us fend thither all our Riches by Bills 


of Exchange. And that we may entruſt 


**m with an aſſurance of a notable Ad- 


vantage, letus put em intoGod'sHands,who 
will reſtore an hundred times more in his 


Kingdom. Let us now diſtribute em to 


the Poor, the Members of Chriſt's Myſti- 


cal Body, and Jefus will then acknow- 


ledge that they have been given to his 
own Perſon. e 


-27,LASTLY, As the Iſraelites when they - 
had taſted the Fruits of theLand of Canaan, 


delired earneſtly to enjoy ſuch a noble 
Country, and their abode in the Wilder- 
1 & 3 dels 
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the Soul, piercing into the Veil, that is, in- 
to Heaven it ſelf, where Jeſus is entred in 
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neſs became tedious ; ſo likewiſe we who 
have the firft Fruits of the Spirit, and a 


Fore- taſte of our Heavenly Paradiſe , 


let us aſpire with all our Hearts to the 


Heavenly Canaan, where there are ſuch 


unſpeakable Delights. | 


To conclude this Diſcourſe, ſeeing that 
we have no laſting City here below, and 
K cw not our Hour of Departure, let us 
rake heed that our Hearts be not over- 


charg'd with the Cares of this Life, 

leſt that Day ſurprize us unawares. 
Let us look with Contempt on the World, 
and prefer Fob's Dunghill and Aſhes be- 
fore the glorious Monarchy of Nebuchad- 
nezzar. Let us always be ready to end 
our Lives, that when Death ſhall come, 


it may have nothing to do but cut the 


laſt ſtring, by which our Soul is naturally 


joyn'd to this languiſhing Body. 


A Prayer 


1 


he... 


P i, 26 UM. 4435 Ras 
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A Prayer and Meditation for ſuch as 
prepare for DEATH, by Renoun- 
cing the World. 


\INFIN ITE Lord of Heaven and 
Earth! thou diſcover'ſt before our 

Eyes the Vanity and Inconſtancy of all things 
under the Sun, that we might labour to at- 
tan to ſolid and everlaſiing Advantages ; 
give me Grace to poſſeſs all theſe 7. decaying 
things as not poſſeſſing them, that I may tram- 


le on all the Pimps and Glory of 0 f the Age, 


and that I may remember that after my De- 
ceaſe, all theſe things will pro fit me no more 
than that Earth and Stone that ſhall cover 
my dead Corps, or the Wood or Lead that 
ſhall be given to it for a Coffin, Give me 
alſo Grace to be as ready to die as to live, 
when thou ſhalt ſend thy Warrant, O God, ; 
who art my Portion, and mine Inberitance, 
caſt me ot away with the Men of the 5 
World, whoſe Portion is in this Life. My 
only Comfort is, that I fhall behold thy Face 
in Righteouſneſs, and hal! be ſatisfied when 
[ awake with thy TW Amen. 


Bo Remedies againſt the 


CHAP. XL. 


The Fifth Remedy againſt the Fears of 


DEATH, 7#s t9 forſake Vice, and to 


apply our ſelves to the PraGife of 


Piety and Sandification. 


A $ the Husbandman who has wearied 


imſelf with following the Plough, 
lays himſelf down at Night in Peace; fo 


'tis with a good Chriſtian, who has care- 
fully attended the Works of Piety and 


Mercy in his Life time, he fleeps his laſt 


Sleep with great quiet of Mind, and 
ſat isfaction of Soul. Now if we are 


afraid of an unhappy Death, let us keep 
our ſelves from an Evil Life, abandoning 
Vice and Sin, which takes from Death its 
venom, and all its fiery Darts. For 
there was never yet any that liv'd an 
Holy and Religions Life, but he died hap- 
pily in God's Favour, When the Lord 
knocks, open unto him the Doors of your 
Hearts, and at the hour of Death he will 
open unto you the Gates of Heaven; he 
will enrich you with his Graces, and crown 


vou at laſt with his Glory. Bleſſed are 


they that die in the Lord; but to die in the 
od” - 


Ay. =, x 2Þ of 
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Lord, we muſt live to the Lord, that we 
may be able to ſay with St. Paul, V hether 
we live, we live to the Lord, whether we 
die, we die to the Lord; whether we live or 
die, we are the Lord's. 


To perfwade vs to this Religious Duty, 
we muſt conſider in the firſt place, the 
command that he gives us of loving him, 
fearing him, of repenting of our Sins, 
and of walking 1n his holy Laws. 


2. Jeſus Chrift is not come to aboliſh 
the Law, but to fullfil it, Matth. v. There- 
fore in the New Teſtament he calls on us 
frequently to ſtudy Piety and Virtue. as 
in the 5th Chapter of St. Matthew, Rom. 
Xii. 1 Cor. xvi, Sc. I might as well num 
ber the Stars, as reckon up all the paſſa- 
ges that call on us, and exhort uss to an 


holy Life. 


3. GOD not only commands us to ap- 
ply our ſel ves to Holineſs, Juſtice and In- 
nocency of Life, but he propoſes himfelc 
as an Example, that as the obedient and 
good Children delight to imitate their Fa- 
ther's Virtues, we allo might endeavour to 
ecpy out in our Lives, the Divine Perfe- 
ctions of our Heavenly Father, and im- 

5 print 
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print in our Hearts his ſacred Image, 
Therefore Leviticus xi. he tells us, be ye 
boly, for I am boly. 


4. MepitarTE ſeriouſly on the excel- 
lent. and precious Promiſes that God has 
given to ſuch as addict themſelves to Pi- 
ety and good works, as in Exodus xx. I 
ſbem mercy unto a thouſand Generations of Fre, 
them that love me, and keep my Command- 
ments. And 1 Sam. Chap. ii. will bonour 8. 
them, that honour me, &c. Eyes 
5 Sain 


F. ConS1DER, that the whole World 
trembles at the denunciation of the Judg- 
ments with which God threatens to 1 
all impenitent Sinners. As St. Matth. xii. 
of every idle word that Men ſhall ſpeak, they 
Hall give an account at the Day of Fudg- 
ment. CS 


6. WHEN we ſhall ſpeak like Angels, 
and give all to the Poor, if we have not 
Charity, we are but like the ſoundin 
Braſs., And if we ſhould be able to ca 
the Devil out of other Men, *twill avail 

us nothing, unleſs we can alſo caſt ham 
out of our Hearts, with all the wicked 
Laſts he cheriſhes there. 35 


7. Conv 
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7. Cox s ID ER, that whatever ſhall be 
our Portion of the Advantages of this 
Life, when ye ſhall come to die, you thall 
arry away neither your Riches, your Ho- 
nours, nor your Pleaſures. But if Faith 
and Piety be your delight, you ſhall car- 
ry out of the World this Spiritual Trea- 
ſure, 


8. LET us always have before our 
Eycs the bleſſed Examples of ſo many 
Saints who have trac'd us the way to Hea- 
en, by their Piety and good Works. 


9. CHIEFLY, Let us look to Feſus the 
luthor and Finiſher of our Faith; for he 
hath left us an Example that we might 
follow his Foot-ſteps. All the Virtues we 
admire in the faithful Souls, are but like 
many little Beams of the Sun of Righte- 
duſneſs, and a faint Image of his glory. 


10, WE are ſo much the more coblig'd 
o imitate Chriſt, and to imprint in our 
earts his holy Image, becauſe that he 
s not only our Father, our Lord, and our 
King, but he is alſo the bleiled Head 
pf that Body whereof we are Mem- 
ers; and tis not proper to unite 

; DS. de filed 
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defiled and prophane Members to an Head 
to Glorious, and ſo Holy. We 


11. Tye Divine Spirit dwelling in our 
Heart, is a great obligation to Holineſs of 
Life. Know you not that you are the Temple 
of God and that the Holy Gh:ſt dwells in you, 
1 Cor.*vi. And ſhall we be ſo baſe as to 
uncover our filthy and dirty thoughts be- 
fore ſo holy and ſo divine a Gueſt? 


12. As there were two Tables of Stone 
in the Ark of God's Covenant, fo ſecing 
our Souls are his Sanctuary, bis ſacred 
Commandments muſt be there engraven 
on the Tables of our Hearts, that we may 
fay with the Royal Prophet, My God, my 
delight has heen to do thy Will, thy Law ts 
written within me, Plal. xl. 8. 


13. LET us repreſent to our ſelves con- 
tinually, the great and many obligations 
that we have to fear, to love, and to ſerve 
God. = Ls 


14. MEDITATE often on the Advan- 
tages that are common to thee with the 
reſt of Chriſtians, and on the Bleſſings 
and Favours which God has vouchſafed to 
thy Perſon in particular. | 

GE T 15. THE 
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15. THE Conſideration of God's re- 
deeming us, chiefly requires us to deny 
our ſelves, and conſecrate our ſelves to 
his Service, For Slaves don't belong to 


themſelves, but to him who has redeem'd 


'em, and paid their Ranſom. 


16. Ox E Love muſt kindle another. The 


| ſacred fire coming down from Heaven, muſt 
inflame our Hearts with an holy Zeal for 


his Glory. God has ſo much Love for us, 
that he has given his only Son, that be- 
lieving we might not periſh, but have 
everlaſting Life. And is it not juſt we 


ſhould love him above all worldly things, 


a God ſo good and merciful? 
17. WE muſt treat the Body of Sin in 


the ſame manner as Chriſt was treated on 
the Croſs; we muſt make it drink Gall 


and Vinegar, tear its Head with Thorns, 
bind and chain its affections, and nail 
'em to the Croſs of our Lord Feſus 


18. To live in Sin, is to fruſtrate, as 


much as in us lies, our good Lord, in 


that principal End, which he deſign'd in 
ff.. leaving 
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leaving for a while the Celeſtial Abode of 


his Glory and Immortality. 


19. TIs to trample on the Son of God, 


and to render ineffectual the Death and 
Paſſion of our good Redeemer. 


20. OuR Saviour was not only dead, 


but alſo buried, to teach us alſo to bury 
with him-our Sins, and ſhut up in his Sa- 
cred Tomb all our Carnal Luſts. 


21. Tr1s Glorious Savzour is riſen, and 
has left his Sepulchre with his Funeral At- 
tire, to teach us to riſe to a newneſs of 
Life, and to leave in our Grave the Sin 


that encompaſſes us, and the ties of our 


Corruption that bind us ſo faſt. 


22, CHRIST after his glorious Reſur- 
rection aſcended to Heaven, to lift up thi- 


ther our Hearts, and to teach us to live 
an holy Life. 


23. THAT there is nothing in the World 


ſo lovely as Virtue. ” 


24. ON the contrary, there is nothing 


ſo ugly as Sin, that frigitful Image of 
Satan. 5 
25. FAITH 
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25. FAITHFUL Souls weigh in the Ba- 
lance of the Sanctuary the dreadful Evils. 
Sin has brought into the World. For be- 
cauſe of Sin all Creatures ſigh, and are in 
labour till now. 


25. IT continues {till its woful effects. 
It grieves the Holy Spirit, afflicts the An- 
gels, Ce. Tis Sin that gratifies the De- 
vil, rejoyces Hell, &c. 


27. LiFT up your Eyes to Chriff's 

Croſs, and you ſhall perceive how abomi- 

nable Sin is; for nothing could be found 

able to make expiation for it: yet not to 

let it go 5 God has puniſh'd it 
in the Perſon of his only begotten Son. 


28. WHEN. you meditate on our Lord's. 
Death and Paſſion, exclaim not a- 
gainſt Judas, and the Jews and Roman Cru- 
elty, but be angry with your own Sins; 
for twas they bound and faſtned the Lord 
of Glory to this ignominious Croſs, and 
deliver d him into his Executioner's 


Hands. 


29. CONSIDER ſeriouſly the fearful 
effe ct that Sin produces in you: Have you 


. A 
S 1 
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never been ſenſible of the cruel Torturcs 


of a Conſcience awakened from a profane 


Sleep? 'tis a pain, an anguiſh that can't be 
expreſs'd; tis a Rack and Torture that 
never leaves the guilty, for there is no 
peace for the wicked, ſaith the Lord, Iſa. 


*.s 


- x]lviit, 


20. On the contrary, there is no ſa- 
tis action like to that of a good Chriſtian, 
who loves his God ſincerely, and Worſhips 
him in Spirit and in Truth. 


31. If any Delight accompanies Vice, 
tis but in appearance, and as a Ihadow 
vaniſhes away. 


32. Bur the Holy Joys of one that 
fears God, and that worſhips him in pu- 
rity of Heart, are ſolid and laſt ing. 


33. TAE Worldlings become weary 
with the accompliſhment of their Luſts, 
and are afflicted at their greateſt ſucceſs. 


34. Bur tis otherwiſe with them, 
_ who apply their Hearts to the Fear and 
Service of God; they find his Ycak eaſie, 
and take great ſ{a.is{action in the ways of 
Righteouſneſs, _ | 5 


37. RE-= 


"0 
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35, REPRESENT to your ſelves the 
fearful Curſe denounc'd againſt the Wick- 
ed and Prophane, Gen. xxix. they carry 
about every where the marks of God's 
Anger and Revenge, they are the Objects 
of his hatred, and odious to the publick. 


36. ByT-'tis not fo with good Men, 
they are honour'd by God and Man, 
and their greateſt Enemies admire their 
Virtues. e | 


37. LeT the Wicked be never fo great 
and Honourable, their Fame ſhall periſh 
eternally. 


28. Bo T *tis not ſo with good Men, 
their Fame ſhall flouriſh for ever, and like 
the Palm, the more Men preſs. it down, 


the more it riſes, 


— — — 


39. I judge that another means to draw 


us from Vice, and to induce us to Vertue, 


is, the noble and high Qualities of the 
Children of God, which he beſtows on 
none, but ſuch whom he has Elected from 
all Eternity, for the Eternal enjoyment 


of Bliſs in his glorious Kingdom. 


40. I 


go Remedies againſt the 


40: I find alſo, that this is a very good 
Remedy to keep our ſelves free from the 
Debaucherics and Corruptions of the Age, 
to abſtain from the Company and Ac- 
quaintance of vicious Perſons ; for as he 
who touch'd things unclean, became there- 
by unclean , fo tis the Property of evil 
Company to. corrupt the beſt manners, 
. 05 


| 41. WHrEREAs we ſhould earneſtly covet 
good Men's Acquaintance, who like the 
_— inflame one another to glorify 


42. Tye moſt powerful and moſt effe- 
Qual Motive to oblige us to the Practice 
of Piety, and purity of Life, is to re- 
member that God is every where, and 
whereſoever we hide our ſelves, God has 
an Ear to hear us, an Eye to ſee us, and 
an Hand to record all our Deeds, Words, 
_ and Thoughts. 88 i 


43. Bur above all things, think on 
the laſt Judgment, and conſider this laſt 


Day, In which we muſt all appear before 


Bodies that which we ſhall have done, 
2 whether 


— 


Cbriſt's Judgment Seat, to receive in our 
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whether good or evil. Remember that in 
this dreadful Day, God will bring to light 
the ſecret Contrivances and Thoughts of 
dur Hearts. Ny 


44. DEvouT Souls, who ſigh and groan 
for your Infirmities, wio labour to attain 
to perfection, apply your ſelves to read 
and meditate on God's holy Word with a 
religions attention; intreat God to open 
your Hearts to receive this incorruptible 


Seed of your Regeneration, and that he 


may give you a filial Obedience, At 


IVI. ; 


45. Tax pleaſure to meditate often on 


God's wonderful Works, and to ſing forth 


U 


hs Praiſe. 


46. W E ought carefully to attend at 


the publick exerciſes of Devot ion, and 


not leave off the aſſembling of our ſelves 


together, as the manner of ſome is. 


47. We muſt be fervent and zealous, 
and perſevering in Prayers and other Holy 
Duties, and embrace our Lord and Saviour 


with the arms of Faith and Repentance, 


and ſay unto him as Facob, I ſhall not 
leave thee, until thon haſt bleſs d me. 
5 Cbiefly 
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Chiefly, we ought to apply our ſelves 0 Y 
theſe holy Exerciſes, when we feel the in- In 
ward ſtruglings of the Fleſh againft the 
i.. | BEOS, 


48. IF God gives us Grace to overcome || ® 
Sin, and mortifie our Luſts, let us take . 
heed that we become not careleſs and neg- U 
ligent in good Works. a * 
49. To the Works of Piety, in which 
we can't be always employ d, we muſt 
remember to add a lawful Calling, for 
Idleneſs is the Mother of all Vices. | 


Fo. AFTER all, we muſt ſeriouſly think © 4 
on Death, and repreſent it always before 
our Eyes; we muſt conſider our latter [ 
| ad, live always as if we were ready to Iſh © 
die. N 


q 
WonDes not, if in this Treatiſe, where 
I'm to furniſh you with Remedies againſt I ? 
the Fears of Death, I would have Death 4 
it ſelf to be a Remedy againſt Sin; for 
| theſe things are united and link'd toge- = ' 
ther, or rather they hold one another b , 
the Hand. For as a good and holy Life 
is a ſafe preparation to a happy — ; N 
| ok F. 
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live well. 


We muſt therefore live in the World 
without being gnilty of its Corruptions 


and Abominations. Bleſſed is he whohas 


part in the firſt Reſurrection, the ſecond 
Death ſhall have no Power on him. 


LET us imitate the Holy and Wiſe 


Virgins put Oil in our Lamps betimes; 
let us enrich our Hearts betimes with 
Faith, Hope and Charity, and put on the 


Robes of Righteouſneſs and Holineſs. As 


God's faithtul Servants, let us labour to 
accompliſh our Tasks; let us not defer 
this great Work to Old Age, when a thou- 
ſand conſequent Infirmities will hinder 
us; let us work hard whillt *tis Day, for 
no Man knows when Night comes; Death 
as often preys on the young as old; let us 
be ſteadfaſt, unmoveable, always abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord; that when 


Death ſhall appear, or rather when the 


Prince of Life Jhall call us to himſelf, we 


may be 1cady to give him an exact ac- 


count of our Talents which he had intruſt- 
ed us with, that we may fay to him in 
Sincerity and Truth, I have done the Work 


| that thou haſt given me, I have fought the 


good 
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Death is a ſtrong motive tooblige us to 
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good Fight, I. have fniſh'd my Conrſe, I have 
kept the Faith, O good Lord, I have no- 
thing elſe to do but enter into thy glori- 
ous Reſt, where thou doſt embrace in thine 
infinite Mercies all ſuch as overce me Si 
and Death, and keep thy Works unto the 
End. FT. EE 


A Prayer and Meditation for one .who 


prepares for DEATH, by Repent- 
_ ance, and an Holy LIFE. 


5 8 01 NCE Sin has brought Death into the 
\ ) World, and rendred this Enemy ſo ter- 
rible to us, enable me with thy divine Virtne, 
O Lozd, to diſarm it of all its fiery Darts, 
and mortal Poiſon. In regard ow ba re- 
pared for me thine Heavenly Kingdom from 
the Creation of the World, grant me grace to 
employ the refidue of this Life in purging my 
Conſcience from dead works, in Badying the 
reale of Santtification, that I may be 
in readineſs to enter into that Abode of Ho- 
lineſs, into which no impure thing can be 
admitted, Let me finiſh my Courſe in ſo- 
briety, Fuſtice, and Religious Duties, But 
18% let Charity influence my Affect ions and 
6 ; I Actions. 
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ll Ations, for ſuch Sacrifices are acceptable 
to thee, O my gracious and Heavenly Fa- 
ther, vouchſafe unto me all thoſe Divine 
ne Qualiſicat ions needful to diſpoſe me for thy 
Eternal Communion, and for the Society of 
he thy bleſſed Saints that are gone before me; 
that at my Departure my Saviour may re- 
ctive and welcome my Soul, with a Come 
good and faithful Servant, enter thon in- 


y 2 8 
do the Joy of thy Lord. Amen. | 
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CHAP. XIL | 
The Sixth Remedy againſt the Fears of i 


| DEATH, © 70 repoſe our ſelves on 


„ God's good Providence. 9 


n O ME Perſons there are ſo ſtupid, that 
oi) they never think on the great End of 
their Creation, nor know why God 
e bas placed 'em in the World; they ima- 
e sine they were Created for themſelves, 
- Jonly to Eat and Drink; but the End of 
e ſuch is Eternal Miſery, But there are al 
- ſome wiſe Souls that are continually 4 
t meditating on the Favours they have re- Ml 
2 eeiv'd from Heaven, which they employ 

> | to 
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to their proper uſe. Theſe deſire to Wee 
only to glorifie their Creator, and ad- 
vance his Kingdom. 5 


Tax 1s deſire of Life, with an intent 
of glorifying God, is good and holy; but 
"tis no eafie Task to keep it within its 
lawful Bounds, for very often it become 
vicious, when tis ſtir'd up by a fond 
Love of our own Perſons, which makes us 
ſo loath to die. =, N 


BuT that we may be able to govern 
this violent Paſſion that prevails ſo much 
on our Minds, we. muſt labour betimes to 
bring our {elves to this, to reſt on the good 

Providence of our Heavenly Father. Chri: 
ſtian Souls, meditate on this excellent 
fſaying in the 37th Pſalm, Leave thy way 
unto the Lord, and truſt in bim, and be vil 
direct thee. Thou deſireſt to be inſtru 
mental in the ſervice of God, and of th: 
publick. "Tis an excellent deſire indeed, 
but it belongs to God to appoint the Ser- 
vice that he intends to receive from thee: 
he knows when to releaſe thee from thy 
Labours. „„ 


GREAT Princes, who 5 to the King 
of Kings a religious reſpect, that feck 
e | | their 
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your greateſt glory in the Croſs of Chyi/t, 
ſubmit your ſelves altogether to the Plea- 
ſure of your Univerſal Monarch; And 
be not ſolieitous for the things that ſhall 
happen after your Deceaſe. He by wl.om 
Kings reign, and Princes do Juſtice, is 
able enough to enrich your Succeſſor with 
the Graces and Qualities that become a 
powerful Prince. For after David ſuc- 
ceeded Solomon, the Wiſeſt and moſt hap- 
Ty Monarch of the World. | 
WHarT if we leave our Children under 
Age? we muſt not be diſcourag'd, for God 
will preſerve em; and that we may be 
able to ſtrengthen our Faith, let us medj- 
tate on the Life of Foas, who was but a 
Year old when his Father was kill'd, and 
an Infernal Fury ſought to deſtroy him; 
but in the middle of fo many Tragcdies 
God preſerv'd him alive by, a Miracle, 
and placd him in glorious manner on the 
Throne of his Fathers. EY 


Le us therefore not trouble our ſelves 
with thoughts of the things that ſhall hap- 
pen after our Death ; and think not but 
that there are ſome worthy aud able to 
ſucceed you in your Employ ments When 

. F God 
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God is pleas'd to be favourable to Kings, and 
to cauſe their Empire to flour iſh, he raiſes 
up faithful Miniſters, and wiſe Governors, 
as when he gave to Pharaoh a Foſeph,to Hs. 
zekiah an Eliakim, to Nebuchadnezzar, à 
Cn. OY 


So alſo you faithful Miniſters o? Feſu 
Chrift, remember to ſhew the Example of 
a reſignation to God's good pleaſure, ac- 
_ cording to your Doctrine. Let not Death 
_ cauſe you to draw back. Thou haſt, Brother, 
7" will to glorifie God on Earth; well, 
but thou 1halt glorifie him better in Hes- 
ven, with more Zeal, and leſs Impedi- 
ment. *Tis juſtly to be fear'd, that in 
ſaying any longer time in this unwholſom 
Air, thou mayſt receive ſome evil Impreſ: 
| fions from the general Contagion. But 
when thou ſhouldſt have a thouſand time 
more Gifts and Graces, and that thy Lz 
bours ſhould bring far greater Advanta 
es and Profit to Chriſt's Church, it be- 
Eee not to thee to give Laws to thy 
Gon, but to follow the motion of his 
Will. | 


Tus God never leaves his Church 
without ſome Teſtimony of his F ak 
| ry OMe 
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me powerful Inſtrument of his Grace. 
hut many times when he removes one 


, yet ang from us, he beſtows on us 
- Þ ſomething more rare and excellent. T is 
a Conſideration glads the Heart of F-jepb 

on his Death-Bed, as appears by wat he 

ſaid to his Brethren, I am going to die, but 
„God will not fail to viſit you, aud cauſe you 
of to go np from henc? into the Land, that he 
cM ſwore unto Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, Gen. 
th} |. For inſtead of Foſeph, God raifed up 
rl a Moſes. . 1 


Ix tis the Lord's pleaſure to leſſen thy 
Task, ſo that inſtead of employing thee 
in the Vineyard, he intends to take thee 
up into his Kingdom, to drink there of 
his New Wine, if at the time that thou 
thinkeſt of ſowing with Tears, thou art 
tranſported to the Place where thou mayſt 
reap with Songs of Triumph: If in lieu 
of the Oppoſition which thou muſt ſuffer 
from Sinners, God will grant te'thee his 
Eternal Conſolations, and receive thee 
mto the harmonious Soctetics of the 
Church Triumphant, adore his Goodneſs 
and infinite Mercy. Caft thy felf into 
irchf his Hands, and reſolve chearfully to will 
our, what is pleaſing to him. 8 e 
me E 2 You 
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You alſo who are afraid to leave be- 
hind you a deſolate, afflicted, and com- 
fortleſs Widow, come and learn this Leſ- 
fon, to rely on the Goodneſs and tender 
_ Compaſſion of the Father of Mercies, who 
never fails to domfort the diſtreſſed in all 

their Afflictions; he favours the Widow to 
that degree, that he calls himſelf the 


Fudge of the Widows, Pſal. Ixviii. that is, the 


Protector of their Integrity and Right, 
and ſevere Revenger of the wrongs that 
they ſuffer. | 


T E ſtrongeſt Paſſion, and that which 
I judge to be the moſt apt to hinder a 
good Chriſtian, is that which Parents have 
for their little ones, eſpecially if they be 
in an Age unable to help themſelves. But 
that this natural Paſſion may not tranſ- 
port us beyond the Limits preſcrib'd by 
Reaſon and Piety, conſider well the Pro- 
miſe of God made to Abraham, I am thy 
God , and the God of thy ſeed after thee, 
Gen. xvii. But chiefly meditate well on, 
and imprint in your Minds that which 


God ſpake to you from Heaven by the 


Prophet Feremiab, Leave me to thy Fatber- 


leſs Children, and I will give them to eat, 


and 
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aud let thy Widows truſt in me, Jer. xlix. God 
is the Father of us all, but more eſpecially 
of the Fatherleſs, he has compaſſion on 
'em, and provides for all their Neceſſit ies. 
But whilſt you are yet in being, exhort 
your Children to fear God, to ſerve him, 
and addict themſelves with all their Heart o 
Piety, which has the promiſes of this Life, 
and that to come. 


FINALLY, when your Life ſhall be 
much more uſeful to your Children than 
tis, remember that our Lord and Saviour 
lays, He that loves Son or Daughter more 
than me, is not wort hy of him, 


Le T us therefore conclude, that tis 
the Duty of a good Father that fears God, 
not to reſiſt Death, nor to fly from it, 

when th Lord calls. But according to 
the good Example of the ancient Patri- 
archs he ought to end his Days willingly, 
with the praiſes of God in his Mouth, 

and with Exhortation to his Children to 
love him, fear him, and ſerve him with 
all their Heart, to continue in his holy 
Covenant, and to prefer him to all the 
Riches. and Honous of this miſerable 


Earth. Telling em alſo, if they continue 


F 3 thus, 
15 1 


2 
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thus, that the Lord will provide for 'em, 
Rom. iv. And that he and they ſhall meet 
again in Heaven, for I am going to ny Fa- 


(Cod, 


VY 


\ 
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A Meditation and Prayer for ſuch as 

are in any Command, who prepare 

for DEATH, by truſting God's good 
Providence. 


l "NA KING of Kings, and Sovereign 
3 Lord of the World ! I adore thy 


Divine Majeſy with a real ſenſs of thy fe. 
25 


ctal Favonr for having placed me in t 
Honourable Station. ſuffer me not to be 2 
«zz with Fride, or to forget my mortal Condi- 


and Glory. While I continue bere, grant 
that I may ſtudy to promote thy Hononr and 
Service, and treat ſuch as are under me, as 

my fellow Creatures, and thy Servants. Wean 

j my Heart and Affections from their deceitful 
k V anities, that I may be willing to part with 
; em 


ther, and your Father, to my God, and your 


eee 


tion in the midſt of all this outward Splendor 


„ Rats Bo. on. AS... 
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em at thy Command. Grant that my Snc- 
ceſſor may have the ſame Zeal, Love and Care 


for Religion, that he may be a ſupport to it 


and cauſe it to flouriſh more and more. And 
now Lord, receive me into thine Fternal _ 
Mercy, and into that Kingdom, where I may 
glorifie thee for evermore. Amen. | 
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A Prayer and Meditation for the Fa- 
a ther of a Family, 


ATHER of Eternity), I yield unto 
thee my unfeigned Thanks becauſe thou 
haſt made me an bappy Inſtrument to put 
into the World Children, out of whoſe mouths 
thou mayſt accompliſh thine own Praiſe, and 
who may ſerve thee here below, and worſhip 
thee for ever in Heaven. Whilſt I have been 
in the World, I have Educated them in thy 


Love and Fear; and now that I am ready to 


return unto thee, I deſire, O Lord, that thou 
would ſt keep em from Evil. Let the Flames 
of Afﬀiition render their Faith more Pure, 
and their Lives more Holy; let them be Cha- 
ſiized with the Scourges of the Sons of Men, 
but withdraw nat from them thy Grace and 

| FA _ Fatherly 
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 Fatherly Compaſſion : take them into thy Pro: 


tection, and embrace them with the tender 
Compaſion, I am now leaving thy World, 
and my Children, without Grief, or miſtruſt- 
ng thy Care of them, IJ am aſcending with 
Foy up to thee, where we fhall ſee one ano- 


ther in thy Heavenly Kingdom, where we ſhall 


teboid thy Face, which ſhall fill us with 
bea able Pleaſure, Amen. 


CHAP. XII. 
The Firſt Conſolation againſt the Fears 


of DEATH; God will not forſake 


5 in our moſt prievous Aponies. 


XI AN is naturally afraid of Pain. 


Now the moſt of us are per- 
ſuaded that *tis impoſſible to die with- 


out enduring great Torment; there- 


fore they abhor Death, not ſo much for 
its own lake, as for the Evils it inflicts on 
us. 


TA we may be able to drive away 
this ill- grounded Fear, we muſt firſt a 
ider 


7 T 
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ſider, that Death is not ſo dreadful and 
painful as is commonly imagin'd. The Ho- 
ly Ghoſt call'd it a Sleep, and the Hea- 
thens have call'd it the Image of Death. 
Now Sleep creeps on us inſenſibly, and 


_ tho' we Sleep every Night, we are not able 


to diſcover how it happens to us. Tis re- 
lated of King David, that when he had 
perſwaded Solomon to fear God, and to do 
Fuſtice, be flept with bis Fathers, 1 King. 1. 
God is as merciful to many in theſe latter 

Days, to cauſe them to die in {peaking and 

calling on his Holy Name. Their Souls 
are not pluck d from em by violence, but 
of their own accord leave the Body, and 
fly to Heaven with an holy cheerfulneſs. 
If you perceive ſome tortur'd with grie- 
vous Pangs on their Death-Bed, they are 
not properly the pangs of Death, but the 
laſt ſtruglings and motions of Life; for I 
can't imagine that at the moment of the 
ſeparation of our Souls from. our Bodies, 
we ſuffer any Pain, becaule at that in- 
{tant the Senſes are then lull'd afleep, and 
our Bodies have no more-ſtrength and life 


to unpede the Soul's departing. , _- 
„ 1 | 


». . 2 
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that on the contrary, it puts an end to all 
our Pains and Miſerics, and I'm perſwa- 
ded that the Diſeaſes that bring us to 
the Grave, are not ſo grievous as the Di- 
ſtempers that we indure whilft we live 
here, as the Gont, Stone, &c. 


IJ E E moſt excellent things are attain'd 
with the greateſt Difficulties. To be 
heal'd of our Diſtempers, we ſwallow bitter 
Pills to gripe and torment our Bowels. 
But yet the Surgeon's Hand, let it be ne- 


ver ſo expert, anſwers not always his Pa- 
tient's. expectat ion; but Death is a ſure 


Phyſician, and never fails, the Succeſs is 
always happy to a Chriſtian Soul. 


THAT I may fupply you with ſome 
Comfort amidft your great Pains and Suf- 
ferings, my Brethren, remember that theſe 

things happen to you not by Chance, but 


od appoints em as his Wiſdom judges 


convenient. is perſwaſion will ſtop 
our murmuring in the midſt of our . 
Troubles, and violent Pains, twill cauſe 
us to ſay with David, I have held my peace, 


| Terd, and have not op end my Lips, becauſe 


tas 


DEATH is ſo far from being painful, 


- I 
Sw 
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'twas thy doing. This Conſideration alſo 
will keep us from falling into Deſpair, 
and from fancying that the Evils will 
ſwallow us up. For the Evils that God 
| ſends to us, are Expreſſions of his Love, 
and Fatherly Care of us. For as many as 
he loves, he rebukes and chaſtens, Rev. iii. 
All things indeed work together for good 
to them that love God, Rom. viii. The 
Diſeaſes of the Body, are the Phyſick of 
the Soul. The Aches which afflict us, are 
the Inſtructions of the Mind. For as the 

Gold is tried in the Fire, ſo the Lord caſts 
us into the Flames of Affliction, that our 
Faith might be tried, and appear more 
precious than fine Gold, 1 Cor. v. 


. Taxe Courage therefore, and be not 
frighted at the ſight of Death. Thou ſeeſt 
\ narrow Paſſage, a Way all beſet wi 
Thorns and Bryars, but 'tis Heaven's gate, 
and the way that leads to thine eternal 
Paradiſe , for we muſt of neceſſity march 
thro' a Valley_of Tears, before we can 
enter into the City of the living God, 


FINALLY, 


— 
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Finatry,theAfiction that grieves thee, 
is not only ſent to thee for thy Salvation, 


and for the Inſtruction of thy Neigh- 


bours, but alſo for the glory of the great 
and Tg God. For we may ſay of eve- 
iy Diſeaſe that happens to good Men, as 
Chriſt ſaid of Lazarns's Diſtemper, this 
Stckneſs is not to Death, but for the glory 
of God, that the Son cf God might be glori-- 


fed by it. 


As God is plorified in Afflickions, he- 


15 alfo honour'd by our Deliverance. For 
_ deſperate Piſeafes, and unexpected Reco- 


veries; when human Skill can do nothing, 
declare to the moſt ſenfeleſs Souls, that: 


'tis God alone can give the Wound, and 


bind it up, and that leads to the Sepul- - 
chre, and brings back again. But Jt © 
ut. 


ſome may like theſe Conſolations, 
when alfücted with a violent painful Di- 
ſtemper, will cry out with Cain, my pu- 
niſyment is greater than Ican bear. 


B v to aſſiſt you in this Labyrinth, 


you muſt Firſt run over the whole Courſe 


of your Life, and conſider how many 
wicked Acts you have committed, conſi- 


der the number and heinouſneſs of your 


Sins 


7 
77 


Terrors of DEATH: 109 


Shs, and you ſhall find that God's Puniſh- 
ments are far leſs than your Deferts. 


2. CONSIDER how many far more pi- 

us than you; ſuffer ſharper and longer 

Evils, and have not ſo much Comfort 
and Affi ſtance. | 


2. CasT your Eyes on the Death and 
Paſtor of Chriſt, who being innocent ſuf- 
fer d for us miſerable Sinners. Your Af- 
ti&ion is painful, I confeſs, but that 
which Chriſt has undergone for thee, was 
tar more inſufferable. 


4. WEIAH in juſt Scales all' your Suf- 
ferings in this Life, with the Torments of 
Hell, which you have juſtly deſerv'd. 
Compare em together, and you will 
quickly conclude your Sufferings to be no- 
thing, in compariſon of thoſe of the 
Danmed. 


5. FINALLY, you mult meditate with a 
Religious. Attention, on the Joys and the 1 
Eternal bleſſedneſs of Paradiſe; for I _— | 
reckon, with the Apoſtte, that the ſuffer- 'F 
mms M this preſent Life are not worthy 2 18: 

2 bh 
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be, compa/d with the Glory which ſhall le 
reveal'd in us, Rom. viii. i 


Mx Brother, caſt thy ſelf upon God, 
for his Power is as great as his Love to 
thee. He underſtands better than you or 
we can, what is expedient and good for 
thee ; in his due time he will make thy 
Pains to ceaſe, and will pull out of thy 
Fleih its incommodious Thorr:s,, either 
he will drive from thee the Brit that 
afflicts thee, or accompliih his Virtue in 
_ thine Infirmity. He will ſtrengthen thee 
in ſuch a manner, and with ſuch Patience, 


Conſtancy, and Faith, and fill thee with 


ſo much extraordinary Joy and Comfort, 

that every . one. ſhall 

that God himſelf is thy Help, and that 
his Virtue ſuſtains thee, : 


A Prayer 


viſibly perceive, 


„ cs, BS. ud 


— 
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A PRAYER and Meditation for a 
Sick Perſon, who prepares for 
DEATH: 


ALMIGHTY and Gracious God ! 
I acknowledge and adore thy Hand, 


that has caſt me on this Sick Bed, to puniſh 


me for my Sins. I can't complain of thy 


Fuſtice, but rather reverence thy Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, I doubt not but theſe pains will 


prove to my eternal Advantage, in regard 
thou haſt promis d that all things ihall work 


for good to them that love thee. I beſeech 
thee increaſe my Patience, Faith and Humi- 


lity, that I may ſubmit to thy ſacred Will, 
M, Soul is unwilling to forſake this infirm 
Body, but thou haſt prepar'd for it a more 


laſting and glorious Dwelling above; put an 


End, O Lord! to all my Grievances, and 


lead me out of this rotten Lodge, to intro- 


duce me into thy Glorious Palace of Immor- 
tality, where I ſhall for ever glorifie thee in 


the Company of the Holy Angels, and Sancti- 


fed Souls, Amen. 


CHAP, 
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# CHAP. XIV. 
The ſecond Conſolation againſt the Fears 
of DEATH, is to look on God as a 


merciful Father, and to tuiſt upon his 
infinite Goodneſs... 


XE are indeed the Children of God 
by Adoption, and the apparent 


Heirs of his Crown, but yet our Glory 
and Dignity is not to be diſcern'd during 
the Years of our Earthly Pilgrimage. Our 


Heavenly Father ſuffers us here to live in 
a contemptible State in the Eyes of the 


World, that we might learn Humility; 
and long more earneſtly for his Celeſtial 


Inheritance. 


Lr Death therefore be never f 
frightful, tis the Meſſenger of our Hea- 


venly Father; and if we can have the 


confidence to open his Iron Hands, and 


ook into em, we ſhall find gracious Let- 


ters full of Love, by which this Father of 
Mercy. calls us to the full enjoyment of 


our Eternal Happineſs. Therefore Death 


mould be ſo far from frighting us, that 
„ its 
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its arriyal ſhould rather comfort us, and 
cauſe us to reſolve to follow him with an 
holy cheerfulneſs. I confeſs, that this 
great God, before whom we are to appear, 
is cloath'd with Glory and Majeſty, and 
that at his Preſence the Earth is mov'd, 
and the Mountains tremble. But let not 
this areadful Majeſty terrifie thee, O be- 
lieving Soul, for this great God is full of 
Fatherly Affection for thee. I acknow- 
ledge that God is juſt, but he is alſo mer- 
ciful, and his Mercy rejoices over Judg- 
ment, His Juſtice is like an high Moun- 
tain; but his Mercy like the bottomleſs Deep, 
Plak 39. His Compaſſion and Tender- 
neſs far exceeds. that of the beſt Parents, 
as he himſelf declares by the Prophet 
Iſaiah, Chap. 49. "5 


TELL me not again, I know that God 
is good and merciful, but my Sins are too 
many to believe that he will vouchſafe me 
à Pardon, and have mercy on me: For I. 
know that if thou doſt ſincerely repent 
of em with a. contrite Soul, God will 
blot them out. For God's Mercy has no 
bounds, and his Compaſſions are infinite, 
Micah vii. In ſhort, at what hour ſoever we 
90 to, God, and appear before his Throne, he 

ſtretches 


＋ 
i 
IF - 
, 
[ 
| 
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ſtretches out to us the Golden Sceptre of 
his Favour, that we ſhould obtain Mercy, 
and find Grace, and to be help'd in time 


| Loxs and Elaborate Speeches or Pray: 
ers,are-needleſs to perſwade God to vouch- 


ſafe his Grace and ſeaſonable Help in ſuch 
an urgent neceflity, Tis not neceſſary 
that we ſhould compoſe em with the Art 


and Induſtry of human Wiſdom. We 


need but pray to God, as unto our Father, 
and weep in his Boſom; we need but open 


to him our Hearts; and call: our ſelves his 
Children; that alone is ſufficient to move 
him to Compaſſion, and to ſtir up his Fa- 


therly Affections, to appeaſe his Anger, 
and draw on us his moſt excellent Bleſ- 


lings. 


LET the miſerable Slaves of the Devil, 
end of their filthy Luſts, tremble at Death's 
Approaches, and let them look on God as 
a dreadful Judge, Rom, ii. For our parts, 
we have not the Spirit of Bondage to be 


again in fear, but we have the Spirit of 


Adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 
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A Prayer and Meditation for a Chri- 


ſian, who prepares himſelf for 
DEATH, by relying on the Father- 
ly Mercy of God. = 


AT God and Creator, T perceive by the 


1 Symptoms of Death, that my Depar- 
ture is at hand, and I am ſummon'd to appear 


before thy dreadful Tribanal. The remem- 


brance of my former heinous Sins, can't but 
terrifie me, But O merciful Father thy 
glorious preſence is not without ſome tokens of 
Mercy; I dare therefore draw near to the 
Throne of thy Grace, from whence thou 


reacheſt to me the Sceptre of thy infinite 
Goodneſs and Love. O unparallePd Love ! O 


Infinite Goodneſs ! which In confident to nd 


thee my God, and be partaker of it. For 


tho I am dead in Sin, by Death I Hall re- 
turn to Life Eternal, where I ſhall be ad- 
varc'd to the higheſt Felicity, O my God! 


I recommend unto thee my Soul, a to a faith- 
ful Creator. Heavenly Father, into thy hands 


[ remit my Spirit. Amen. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XV. 


The Third Conſolation: againſt the Fear, 
/ DEATH, is to Meditate conti. 
nually on the Death and Sufferings of 

our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and to truſt on 
_ the. Merits of hs Croſs... 


IF we defire to die with a quiet Mind, 
1 we muſt always meditate on the Death 
and Sufferings- of our Lord Feſus Chrift, 
and reſt on the Merits of his Croſs; for 
the Death of this Prince of Life, 1s the 
Model of ours, and the Fountain of Com- 
forts and Joys of a believing Soul. 
1. By looking on this perfect Example, 
we learn to endure with an holy Reſolu- 
tion and Patience, all the Evils and Pains 
that attend on Death, Luke xxii. 


2. FRoM. hence we learn that our laſt 
Hours muſt be employ'd in fervent Pray- 
ers to God. b 


3. WE learn alſo to preſent our ſelves 


befare God's divine Majeſty with damit 
„„ 8 an 


with Chriſt, O Father, not as I will, but 
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and to reſign our ſelves wholly to his 
adorable Providence, and to fay 


as thou wilt, Matth. xxvi. 


4. By the Croſs of Chriſt, we learn to 
put our Truſt in God, in our ſharpeſt 
pains. For Jeſus in his utmoſt Tortures, 
being depriv'd of the Comforts of his Di- 
vinity, pray'd repeating theſe words, my 
God, my God 7 


5. IF we will die willingly, we ought 
to remember with what Reſolution. our 
Lord prepar'd himſelf for Death, and how 
willingly he commended his Innocent Soul 
into the Hands of God his Father, when 
he requir'd it; no Man, ſays he, taketh my 
Life, &c. John x. . 


6. Ix this excellent Deſcription of 
Chriſt crucified, we may farther learn, | 
that our laſt words ſhould be, Father, into — 

| 
| 
| 


thy Hands I commit my pirit; which if we 
can't pronounce, we ought to expreſs with _ 
the motions of the Heart. 1 


7. In looking exactly into the Death 1 4 
and Paſſion of Chriſt, we may eaſily find 4 
| OW 14 
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how much we are engag'd to yield wy che 
our Souls to God, when he. is pleasd {1 
to call em. For this bleſſed Death 5; 


the Price and Ranſom that he has paid for 
"EM. | 1 Gf 


8. FROM this Death and Paſſion of ou 2 
glorious Redeemer, we underſtand not 
only our Duty, but alſo find ſufficient 
Comfort and Hope, and if I may fo ay, 
*tis in the Bowels of this dead Lion that 
we meet with the ſweeteſt Conſolations. 


9. WRHEN Chriſt gave up the Ghoſt, the 
Vail of the Temple was rent from the 1. 
top to the bottom, Heaven was open, 
and a Repenting Thief was admitted. All 
this was to teach us, that by the Vail 
that 1s his Fleſh, this merciful Lord 
has always his Arms wide open to receive 
ns, and that he will not refuſe us the Joy: 
of Paradiſe, on our Repentance, tho the 
vileſt of Sinners. 1 


gu © toe 


> 


10. My beloved Souls, be not frighten d 
to fee the Face of the great Judge of the 
World, becauſe we have ſuch an excellent 
Mediator between God and Man, namely, 

| . I the 


1. 
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the Man Feſus Chriſt, who has given him- 
ſcl* a Ranſom for all, Rom, iii. | 


11. Never fear the Devil, nor all the 
Powers of Hell; for according to God's 


ancient Promiſe, the Seed of the Woman 
ſhall break the Serpent's Head, Gen. iii. 


12. LET not your Sins caſt yon into 


the Abyſs of Deſpair, nor drive you from 


the Anchor of your Hope; for God has ſo 


lov'd the World, that. he has given his 


only Son, that whoſoever believeth on him, 
ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 
Life. =) je 


13. THEREFORE when God ſhall draw 


near to yon, under Death's Vail, be not 


terrified, ſeek not to run from him, and 
to hide your ſelves from his All- ſeeingEye, 
unto which Darkneſs is as the Noon Day. 
For if you come before your Heavenly 
Father, cloath'd with Chrift, as with a 
Garment, Rom. 1, you ſhall enter into 
the poſſeſſion of an incorruptible Inheri- 
tance, prepar'd for you from the begin- 
ning of the World, 


A Prayer 


. — DD2— 
* wa «24 — 


| | 
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A Prayer and Meditation for a Chr. 
ſtian, who forties himſelf againſt 
the Fears of DEATH, by Meditz- 
ting on the Death and Faſhion offl T 


Chriſt. 


MERCIFUL Saviour! whb' haf 
taken our Mortal Nature, that thou 
mighteſt offer it up as a Sacrifice to God for 
Ws. vouchſafe me thine Aſſiſtance, now that | 
am threaten'd to be devour'd by Death , for 
thy Death was an Attonement for the Sins of 
42 World. This Death was di ſarm' d of al 
its Fury by thee, and its Armour bung on fl 
thy Crofs, My Hope is in thee, O bleſſed 


Lord! 1 . not to fail in ny Expeda- - 
tions; I know that nothing impure ſhall enter th 


into thy Holy City, but thy Blood ſhall waſh I th 
and cleanſe me from all my Sins. O gloriow 
Lord, how wonderful art thou, and hom pre-. I el 
cicus 15 thy Death; the Attonement of my > 
Crimes, and Ranſom of the whole World : By M 
Death thou haſt conquer d Death! my. 
Soul then belongs to thee as to its Creator and T 
Redeemer , take it then into thy Cuſtody, 0 
ſweet Feſu; grant I beſeech thee, that 1 may l 
for ever live and reign with thee in Glory in 1 


bins Eternal * Amen. 
| | CHAP, 
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p 
b CH Af. XVI. 
ll The Fourth Conſolation ar Boks ws 


of DEATH, d % Meditate often Y 
on our Lord Feſus Chriſt, in his Se- 
{ pulchre. _ bf 


AN naturally abhors the ſight of 
Graves. Some can't paſs by a 
Church-yard without expreſſing a dread. 
But O Fool, that which thou ſoweſt, Þ 
is not quickwned except it die, It caut 
flournh except it rots. The Students 
of Nature inform us, tat the Generation 
of one thing, is the Corruption of ano- 
ther. On this Occa ſio we may affirm, 
that the Corruption of this wretched Body 
is the means and way that leads to a more = 
glorious Generation. The Sepulchre is 1 
not only the general Rendezvous of all 
Mankind, but tis a Couch where we reſt 
after our labot1ous and painful Race. | 
Therefore when Jacob was :eaily to give | 


vs 5 
— IE 


up the Ghoſt, he commanded his Son - 
ſeph not to bury him in "apts but that 
be mis ht fleep with his Faibers, Gen. 47. 


P. 8 25 -- © "Pp | 


— 


& 
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PARTICULARLY take notice, Chriſtian 


Souls, that when God ſpake to Moſes from 


the midſt of the burning Buſh, he told 


him, T am the God of Abraham, Tſaac and 


Facob, Exod. iv. They had been dead ma- 


ny Ages before, nevertheleſs God names 
- himſelf their God. Now God is not the 


God of the Dead, but of the Living, Matth. 


xxii. Thoſe holy Men were not Dead, in 


* * of their Souls, for they were immor- 
ta 


, and God had admitted them into eter- 


nal Bliſs. Their Bodies alſo, to ſpeak pro- 


perly, were not dead, but ſlept in their 
Graves, as our Saviour ſaid of Fairns's 
Daughter, the Damſel is not dead, but ſleep- 


eth, Matth. 9. Moreover we may juſtly 
ſay, that the Condition of our Bodies in 
the Grave, is better and more pleaſant 
than our daily Sleep; for there we are 
often diſturb'd, but in N our Bo- 


* 


dies are at reſt, and enjt 
without diſturbance. 


Is ſhort, there is nothing more 
able to remove from our Fancy that 
horror of our Graves, than the Conlidera- 


tion of our Lord Chrift, wio is enter'd 


into the Earth as well as other Men. He 
has 


a perfect Sleep 
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has ſanctified that Place with his divi ne 
Preſence, and has made it the object of 
our deſires, and cauſe of our Glory. - 


Cu Is TIANs, who deſire to baniſh from 
your Souls all Fears of Death, and Ap- 
prehenſions of your Graves, lock on your 
Sepulchres in the ſame manner, as if you 
ſhould ſee there Chrift the King of glory, 
the Prince of your Salvation yet _remain- 
ing aſleep, for the Death and Burial of 
our Saviour Chriſt, may cauſe us with Joy 
to ſay, I Hall go down: to my Father into 
the Sepulchre with Foy, for he has been 
pleas'd to enter into the ſtate of the Dead, 
with an intent to procyxe us à Bleſſed, 


* 
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The Fifth Conſolation againſt the Fears 
4 DEATH, is to Meditate on the 
. RefurreGion of our Lord Chritt.. 


XXS there is nothing more grievous 
| than to behold an inſulting Enemy, 
who is always Victorious, aud whom none 
can overcome; likewiſe there is nothing 
more comfortable than to ſee ſuch a Pride 
caſt down, and to Triumph over ſuch an 
Enemy. F ETA 
FRoM hence let us conclude, Chriſtian 
Souls, as twas a moſt grievous affliction to 
behold Death Tyrannizing over all the 
World, fo 'tis a great Comfort to behold 
this cruel and proud Enemy overcome by 
our Lord Feſus. This Prince of Life has 
not only broke to pieces all Death's chains, 
but he has alſ led it away in Triumph, 
and made it ſubje& to his Celeſtial Em- 
pire. O Death! Tm certain thou canſt do 
nothing without leave, and that thou 
canft not goa ſtep, unleſs he lengthens 
thy Chain, 8 : 
| IT 


”Þ 
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Ir ſtands with reaſon, that if this in- 
vincible Lord, when he was in Death's 
Priſon, commanded over Death it ſelf, and 
led out the Dead into an Holy City ; now 

that he 1s out of the Grave a victorious Con- 
queror, he muſt needs command with an un- 
controulable Power this dreadful Enemy. 


In ſhort, to ſj eak properly, there can 
be no Death to ſuch as are incorporated in 
Feſis Chrift by a true and lively Faith. 

For be. that lives and believes in him, ſhall 
never die; and he that believes i in him, tho 
; LG were dead, get foal he live, 1 85 xi. 
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ena. xym. 


The ſixth Conſolation againſt the Fears of 
DEATH, ig the Aſcenſion of Feſus 
Chrift into Heaven, and his ſitting at 
the Right Hand of God. © 


IS indeed a great Comfort to behold 
a proud Enemy overcome, but our 
Joy would be turn'd into Grief, if the 
Author of our Freedom was but breathing 
is laſt gaſp, at the moment of his Victory. 
But Death, our moſt cruel Enemy, is van- 
quiſh'd, and this glorious Saviour is gone 
to take poſſeſſion of the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, not only for himſelf, but alſo for 

us. N 


From this exaltatien to Heaven, he 
| beholds all gur encounters, and ſtruglings 

with Death. Therefore he covers us with 
his ſhield, ands Will not ſuffer us to be 
overcome by Temptation. He has an 
Eye always on his Flock, he holds his 
Sheep all in his Hand, and none is able to 
pluck them from thence, 


W1TH- 
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WiTHoUT doubt, if the Anchor of our 
Hope is fix'd in the Veil, that i is in Hea- 
ven, where Feſus (hriſt is gone in as our 
Fore-runner, we ſhall not apprehend the 
moſt boiſterous ſtorms rais'd againft us by 


the Prince and Power of the Air, who 
works with efficacy 3 in the Children of Re- 
bellion. 


FR, 1s e Ged and Saviour reigns in 
Heaven, he commands in the Earth, and 


1 the Deep, therefore we may die wich- 
out Fcar, and with an holy Joy; for wn 


8 not rejoice to enter into the glori- 
Palace of Imm prtality, where wo 
Flt 115 y fee the lach, Pro 
ttyrs, Kc. but we ſhall fe 


e To. Face our great God and Geber 


LA Chriſt, whom ſo many Kings and 
Prophets have deſir d to ſ.e and hear? 
While we remain in theſe Bodies, we are 
abſent from this victorious Lord; therefore 
we rather deſire to be abſent from this 
Body, and to be with Chrift. _ This Con- 
ſideration cauſed the holy Apoſtle to con- 
feſs, that his deſire was to depart, and to be 


with Chriſt, which was far better for him, 
Phil. 1. 23. 


„„ E 
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The Seventh Conſolation apain# the Fear 
of DEATH, is our #lriG® and inſepa- 
rable Union with Feſus Chriſt, by the 

mens of his Holy Spirit, and the firf 
Fruits of gur bleſſed Immortality. © 


— ond fea do rd wt * 


A LL Things that are moſt ſtrictly 
AAT united by Nature or Art, are em- 
ploy'd to repreſent this admirable Union, 
Fobn vi. which we enjoy with Feſus Chrift, 
by the means of his Spirit that quickens 
us, Rom. iii. From hence are deriv'd theſe 
Expreſſions of the holy Apoſtle, Ve have 
put on the Lord Feſus, Gal in. Me, like 
fo many Stones, are built up together to make 
4 Spiritual Houſe, 1 Pet. 2. For the ſame 
reaſon our Saviour informs us, Fobn 
Xv. that he is the Tree, and we are the Bran- 
chen. And St. Faul aſſures us, that if we 
are become one Plant with him, by the 
conformity of his Death, we ſhall alſo be 
one by the reſemblance of his Reſurre- 
ction, Rom. vi. N 
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” BUT amongſt all the Similitudes bor 


row d to repreſent our Union with Chriſt, 
there is none employ'd more frequently 
in Holy Writ, than that of the Human 
Body, for there is none more proper for 
us. All the Spirits 1 give Life and 
Mot ion, proceed from the Head, and as 
ſoon as the Members are ſeparated from 
it, they die. In like manner the Spirit 
that quickens us, and makes us become 
new Creatures, proceeds from Feſus Chriſt, 
ſo that whoſoever is ſeparated from this 
Head, falls into Death, and Eternal De- 

Tusk, and ſuch like Repreſentations, 
let them be never ſo lively and noble, are 
but dark ſhadows of our Union with Fe- 
fus Chriſt by his holy. spirit. Far the 

ſtricteſt Unions of Art and Nature are 
diſſolv'd by Time, ſo that all things un- 
der the Sun are ſubject to Vanity and In. 
conſtancy, But the Spirit of our Lord 
Jeſus is the Principle of an eterna! Life, 
and the ſeed of an incorruptible glory. 
Whoſoever is united to him by this Spi- 
tit, nothing can ſeparate him from Chriſt, 
neither Life, nor Death, Hell, nor the 


G 5 W, orlg, 
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World, Things preſent, nor Thang 0 
come. . 1 | 


Tarrs Spirit of Life is not 1 the 
beit of he Promiſes of God, but alfo the 
' Earneft of our incorruptible Inheritance, 
referv'd for us in Heaven. For this Hea- 
venly Image that it imprints in oux Sor 8 
Mall be part of that lot with which he 
will crown us in his holy Paradiſe. 


Texzrronn Believing Souls, you x Nay 
Hotn hence conclude, that the Peg es 
| of Death o 505 not to ſcare or Frigh t you, 

becaufe that you have within you the 
Principles of a Life everlaſting, and the 
ſeeds of a glorious, Immortality, Which 
can 't be taken away from vou. 


Foy are not only ſure of this Glory 
and Eternal ns Foe and you are not 
only entred into mon of * by your 
Faith and Hope, b F ou begin already 
to enjoy it, and its fir Fruits, For he 
that "of in Jeſus Chriſt, is paſs'd from 
Death to Life, 100 whoſoeyer hath the 
Son of God, hath Eternal Life. 


+ 
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. O Chriftian'Soul! how ſnouldeſt thou 


diſpoſe and prepare thy ſelf to Die, ſince 
Death brings thee nearer to thy Redeem- 


er, perfects this bleſſed Union, and caſts 
thee into this very Fountain of Life! In- 


ſtead of being frighted at it, and griev'd 
when it approaches thee, thou ſhouldeft 


then rejoyce, and be tranſported above 


meaſure with gladneſs. We ſhould meet 


this Death with a cheerful Countenance. 


I mean, that we ſhould meet the Lord 


Jeſus, this merciful Prince of Life, who 
having vouchſaf d to thee the light of his 
Salvation, intends to receive thee into his 
Reſt, and glorious Peace, who reigns above 


(9 


in Heaven. 3 


4 


— 
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A Prayer and Meditation for a Chri- 
ſtian Soul, who Arms it ſelf againſt 
the Fears of Death, by Meditating 

on our ſtri& and inſeparable Union 
with Jeſus Chriſt, by his Holy Spi- 
rit, and the firſt Fraits 1 in us of our 
| Bleſſed Immortality. 


O Mighty and Merciful Lord, drive a- 
way from me the dark ſhadows F Death, 
and quench all the Fires that it kindles in my 
Soul. Thon art not only dead for me, but 
thou art pleas'd to live in me, that I might 
one Day live for ever with thee, Thou haſt 
of thy pure Mercy choſen me for thy Child, 
and haſt made me a Member of th Myſtical 
Body, Fleſh of thy Fleſb, Bone of thy Bone, 
and caus'd me to be a partaker of thine Holy 
_ and baſt 1 fd to me oy 7 

uits of thy * that I already feel Hea- 
wo in my Soul, ſince I behold theewith the 

es of my Faith; therefore perfect in me the 
2 of thy Grace, and bring me at laſt to 
thy Eternal Glory. Amen, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XX. 


> || The Eighth Conſolation, is to conſider, 
| that DEATH delivers us from all 
þ Temporal Evils that we daily ſuffer. 


HAVE hitherto endeavour'd to ſhew 
how a Believer may ftrengthen and 
- I comfort himſelf againſt the Fears of 
„Death. But now TI ſhall labour to prove, 
not only that Death is to be expected 
t I without Apprehenſion, but to be receiv'd 
I with an holy Joy; for I hope to make it 
plain, that Death it ſelf is to be look'd on 
Jas the greateſt Conſolation and Con- 
forter. „ 


y Tgyar I may attain my Purpoſe, I ſhall 
4 give a ſhort view of all the dreadful Mi- 

a eries which Death delivers us from, and 
chen I ſhall endeavour to paint out in the 
brighteſt Colours the Bleſſedneſs and Glo- 
ties into which it Uſhers us. | 


| Ma N's Life and Miſery are two Twin- 4 
» | Siſters, that are born at the ſame time; | | 
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we all know that Man enters this Life 
weeping, and makes his Exit with ſighs 
and groans. All the reſt of thy Time 
*twixt the Cradle and Grave, is no hap- 
pier, tis but a continu'd Chain of Mi- 
ſery, a ſucceſſion of Evils, and a Sea of 
Bitterneſs. i 


1 ſhould compoſe many Volumes, if 1 


ſhould undertake to deſcribe perfectly all 
the Infirmities and Diſeaſes that under- 
mine the Bofly, all the racking Pains and 


us. 


*T 1s not needful here, that I ſhould 
make an exact and particular deſcription 
of all the ſad and troubleſome Accidents 
of this Life, that are able to turn the moſt 
flounthing 79255 up- ſide dow. Remember, 
ingenuous Reader, to run over carefully 
the whole Courſe of thy Life, and examine 


in the juſt Scales of the Sanctuary, all the 
good and evil things which thou haſt found 


by Experience. In one put all the ſatiſ- 
factions of thy Fleith, ane whatfſocver 
brings thee. any Content; and put in the 


other all thy anxious Cares, Griefs, Dit- 
pleaſures and Diſgraces. If thine Evils 


and 


eruel Torments that torment and wrack 


„ TW me #=c mac. oat 
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| aud Miſeries weigh not down the Balance, 9 
0 thou may ft eſteem it a Wonder, and a. il 
| Miracle. _ NDP fk 


*T1s not therefore without good Cauſe 
1 that the Preacher acquaints us, that the 
Day of Death is far better than that of our 

Birth; for our Birth cauſes us to weep, 

1 | and Death wipes all Tears from our Eyes. 
Our Birth diſcovers that large Theatre on 
which all worldly Tragedies are Acted; 

4 Death draws the Curtain, and puts a period 
N to all ſuch bloody Scenes. 


WVovrp you not laugh at a Workman, 
1 that ſhould grieve when his Task is ended, 
8 and his Labour finiſh'd? or at a Traveller, 
D that ſhould lament to ſee the end of his: 
painful 1 Wretched Man! thou art 

far more foolih than thoſe of whom we 
ſpeak, for the moſt painful Labours of a 
Y BE Workman, the moſt grievous wearineſs of 
a tedious Journey, are nothing in compa- 
d rTifon of the Labours, Miſery, and Trou. 
{. blies of this languiſhing Life. No, no, 
| the Death. that thou dreadeſt fo much, is 
not the Death of the Faithful, but the 
. end of their Miſeries, and the laft period 
1; of all their Torments. They may e | 

| ſpea 
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from this Priſon, that t 
convey my Soul to a better place, out of the 


1 36 | Remedies againſt the 


ſpeak in Divits Language, Bring 109 Soul 
on of Priſon, that I may praiſe thy Name, 
The Righteous ſhall compaſs me about, for 


thou ſhalt deal 8 with me, Pil 


| Nen 3 
. cs 


A Pray er and Meditation for a Chri- 


Fri who Comforts himſelf with 
the Conſideration that DEATH 
delivers him from the innumerable 
Temporal Evils which 0 ) Frequently 
aſſault us. 


O Glorious j > of my Salute ! then 


haſt hitherto ſtrengtben'd ne | againſi 
all Fears of Death; but now I heartily be ſeech 


thee to afford me. ſuch Grace, that Death 
may not terrifie nor 4 me, but * ne * 
of Foy and 2 ware. - © 4 4 


When wilt thou dale 1 5 me, 0 my „God! 
bleſſed 45045 may 


reach of the Devil's Malice and Power, where 


£71 * or Grief ſhall ever approach me, 


where 
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where J ſhall be ſecur'd by thy divine Pre- 


ſenee from the 17 and apprehenſion of Evil, 


and be put in 
licity. Amen. 


en Roe: 
CHAP In © 


deliver us from Sin, which we ſee 
reigning in the World, and from the 
| Remains of our Corruption. 


oſſeſion of an Everlaſting Fe- 


'HRISTIAN Souls, will you pre- 

pare your ſelves to go to God? And 
do you wiſh that Death would comfort 
and rejoyce your Hearts, inſtead of affli&- 
Ing them ? Caſt your Eyes on thoſe dread- 
ful Vices that are ſo common, and under 
which the whole Creation groans, as under 
an heavy burthen. If we ſhould ſeek in 
theſe Days for Chriſtian Virtues, where 
ſhall we find Faith, Hope, and Charity ? 
Where ſhall we meet with Rig teouſi eſs, 
Meekneſe, Humility, &c, You _ 
= | | this 


— 
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this underſtand, Chriſtians, that the Sono 
God is at hand, for Iniquity aboundz 
Charity grows cold, and there is no more 
Faith upon the Earth. = 


— v 
- — 
— — 


— 


— 
IEA EDS 


— ——— 
_ — — 1 — 
— 


Bur we are ſo far from grieving at the 
univerſal Inundation of Vice in the World 
that we our ſelves are carried away wit 
the impetuous Torrent of Corruption 
Who 3s it among us, that can ſay with 
fafe Conſcience, that the World is cruq 
fed to him, and that he is crucified to tis 
World, Gal. vi. ; 


Nc theſe Luſts that War againſt th 
Soul, are as ſubtle and malicious, as the 
are cruel and obſtinate: When they pe 
ceꝛve us on our guard, they conceal they 
Weapons and Fire, but tis with a deſig 
to ſarp:1ze and burn us when we are lei 
aware. For after a torrent of contritf 
Tears, when we imagine we have expell( 
out of our Hearts the moſt -dangeron 
Luſts ; if we begin to relent, and open t 
them the Door, they burſt in again upd 
us with more fury, and render the ſeque 
of our Life far more bitter and unples 


= © SR 
1 I 
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IN ſhort, if after all the exerciſes of 
Devotion, we find any good progreſs in 
ores Piety, we may then alſo perceive Vice to 
proceed out of our moſt glorions Virtues, 
and perfecteſt Graces. 


\ THERE is no good natur'd Child, but 
is vex d to live among ſuch as curſe and 
reproach its Parents; and if it ſhould hap- 
pen to he concern'd unawares in the Of- 
fence, - or to occaſion the Death of him 
from whom it had its Being, it will feel 
an eternal diſpleaſure. Now tis certain, 

that while we live in this World, we muſt 
pend our time among thoſe that blaſpheme 
he holy Name of God, and abuſe the glo- 
ry of the Eternal Gdhead. Moreover, 
Vice and Corruption are ſo univerſal, that 
e our ſelves offend this Father of Mer- 
ies and Compaſſions, we add Sin to*Sm, 

nd compleat the Meaſure of our Ini- 


mn: 


-” 


LET us therefore conclude from hence, 
hat Death is not to be fear'd as an Evil, 
r a Calamity, but that 'tis rather deſire- 
ble as an Advantage and a Bleiling. For 
Pamp ſon r joyc'd in his Death, becauſe 
hat he knew in dying, his mortal Ene- 
„ = ores 
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mies ſhould die alſo. Now we have my 
cauſe to rejoice at our Death, and to gif pr. 
God thanks at that time, ſince in our d Ch 

1g we ſee the deſt:y&ion of all the da 
g-rons Enemies of our Salvation, as 
filthy Luſts of our Fleſh, that put out t 
Eyes of our Underſtandings, that cauſe 
to be the Devil's Sport, and to Worſh 


IN ſhort, when Jeſus calls us out 
the Grave of our Luſt, he will be moy 
with Compaſſion fer us, when he ſets0 
wretched Souls drag after em the Reli 
of Sin, Therefore he will cauſe em 
hear this ſweet and comfortable Voi 
which he us'd to Lazarus, looſe them, 
let them go. Let them go to the Eten 
Manſions, to the Heavenly Fernſalem, 
the glorious Companies of Angels, and 
the Church and Congregation of the fi 
born, whoſe Names are written in Heawe 
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Prayer and Meditation for a True 

Chriſtian, who comforts himſelf with 
Ichis Conſideration; that DEATH 
ſhall deliver him from Sin, that 
reigns ſo much in the World, ard 
from all Remains of this wretched 


Corruption. 
) Moſt Gracious God ! thou underſtandeſff 

well the cauſe of my Grief, thou knoweſt 
t- I grieve to o much Injuſtice and _ 
ety rexgning thi 10 in the World. But 
t which chiefly encreaſes my Pain, is to 


| my ſelf guilty. and ſpotted with the ge- 
al Corruption, and my Fleſh ſtrugling a- 


＋ 7s my piety !, Tet O Lord ! I find 
F forſaken me, but haſt Commiſ- 
ath to convey lo out of this trou 
ome Abade, and to deſtroy all my mortal 
Funes. I am ready, Lord; wh'n bile thou 
e ne from the 5 15 of Mortality to aſ- 
up to my Saviour, who is ready to embrace 
O my God! I am 7 to hear thy 
Name ſo often, blaſ-bemd, and to ſee. 
nnch Impiety reigning every where i +; = | 
or 


mf the Spirit. Alas! my God, how im- 


— nem, 
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World. Haften, 
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O Lord, my departure 
hence, and grant that thy holy Leal kindle 
in my Soul, may ſerve me as a fiery Chariot, 
to carry me up to thy Celeſtial Palace, whey: 
thou. haſt oper 'd for: me an Eternal May- 
fron, and a bleſſed enn Anien. 


0 HAP. XXII. 
Ty Tenth Conſolation, PN the dio 


Happineſs of our. Soul at t beit De 


parture out of the er 


TF there were neither Punffhment nor 
Torment after this Life to bè fear d, 
the Wicked who proſper in the World, ö 
might juſtly eſteem themſelves the hap 
pieſt of all Men. And if there were nei. 
ther Glory por 8 to be expected 


after Death, the Righteous and Faithful, 
who drink here below, Cups full of bit⸗ 
ternſes and £ rrow, would be the moſt 


miſerable of all Creatures: -- The Cond 


tion of Bealts would far exceed theirs in 
Felicity 
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„Felicity; for they enjoy in Quiet and 
eace, all the Pleaſures that their Animal 
ature 1s able to relith. 


e 


„I Bur if we look to the Wicked and Un- 


levers, we ſhall find that Death de- 
tes em, not only of their Honours, 
ches. &c. but alſo caſts their Souls into 
ernal Torments. But for the Vertuons 
d believing | Chriſtians, Death not only 
divers em from many Evils and Miſe- 
es, but alſo opens to them the Gate that 
ads to endleſs ay and Happineſs, 


. 
£ oo 


Tae EP HEY look'd on Death as the 
dof all their AMi@ioins, but they have, 
yer taſted of the Powers of the Life to 
me, they have never had any aſſurance 
future Happineſs. The Spiritual Jo 

1 $4 - Celeſtial Comforts God keeps tos : 
dem that fear him and worſhip him 1 in > 
irit and in Truth. 


Lol HiTHERTo I have given you a brief 
ul. Frey of the Calamities that attend on 
in this mortal State; I have eſſay d to 
of Neſent to you all the Comforts that may 
di. Bund, from thence, to ſtrengthen a, 
in eving Soul, At preſent I intend to 
deſcribe 
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deſcribe its future Happineſs ; I ſhall as 
faras I am able, diſcover that Bliſs which 
our Souls enjoy, in expectation of the 
great Morn of the Reſurrection. 


WHEN a compound thing comes to be 
diſſolv'd, every part returns to its firſt 
Principle : Thus, when Man dies, his Bo- 
dy returns to Duſt, from wnence tis ta- 


ken, and the Soul returns to God who 


gave it. As thro a torn Net the Fiſh falls 


into the Water, where jt lives and enjoys 


all its Delights, ſo when Death comes to 
break the itri:gs of this wretched Body, 
the. Soul enters into the River of Living 
Water, and into an Ocean of Coaleſtial 
Felicity. * p14 4 


WHAT reaſon haſt thou, Chriſtian Soul! 
to grieve when thou forſakeſt the Plex: 


| ſires of the World, ſince God will ſatisfic 


thee with his moſt precious Delights? for 
in the bleſied Viſion of his Face thou ſhalt 


meet with fulneſs of Joy. 


Ir we bad liv'd in the Days when our Lord 


was. on Earth, there is nove of us but would 
have lcok'd upon it as a ſingular Happineſs 
and Honour, to have been admitted 68 
RT | : iN, vir, 


} ? : 
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James, and Fobn, when they went up to 
h Y Mount Tabor, to be Eye Witneffes of our 
e Saviour's Transfiguration. | 


Bo r a far greater Honour and Happineſs 
Death is endeavouring to procure us; 
twill uſher us to Mount Sion, "twill tranſ- 
port ns above all the Heavens, where we 
ſhall behold more excellent Wonders than 
ever the Apoſtles beheld on Mount Tabor; 
for we ſhall not only fee this glorious 
Saviour whiter than Snow, but we our 
ſelves ſhall be transfignr'd with him, and 
cloath'd with an exceeding great glory. 
We ſhall there have no more Enemies to 
overcome, there we ſhall enjoy tie bleſs 
ſed Fruits of our Saviour's Victories, and 
be eternally ſatisfied with the Caleſtial 
I'M Joys that are at the Right Hand of the 

ar God of Mercies. W 


FRoM what we have ſaid, we may con- 
clude with the wiſeſt of Kings, that the 
Day of our Death is better than the Day of 
our Birth. For our Birth makes us Inha- 
rd bitants of a miſerable World, but Death 

carries us into a Paradiſe of Celeſtial Fe- 
els licity. Our Birth expoſes us to ſeveral En. 
counters, but Death lifts us up on a Cha- 
78 H riot 
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riot of Triumph. In ſhort, our Birth 
caſts us into the Arms of Death, but Death 
leads us to the Fountain of Life. 


_ TI Need not cauſe you to take notice, 
devont Souls, of the notable difference 'twixt 
the Death of God's Children, and that of 
the Wicked, *tis as great as between Para- 
diſe and Hell, Balaam had good cauſe to 
deſire the one, and fear the conſequence 
of the other, 


Cors ipER well, believing Soul, what 
vaſt difference there was between the 
Earthly Feruſalem, for which David was 
ſo paſſionate, and the Heavenly Fernſa- 
lem, where God intends to receive thee, 
If this great King was ſo defirous to hear 
the Levites ſing the Praiſes of God with 
their Tongues and Muſical Inſtruments; 
how much more paſſionate ſhould we be to 
hear the Harmonies of Heaven, and the 
Celeſtial Hymns of the holy Angels, 
Arch-Angels, Cherubims, Seraphims, and 
of all the glorified Saints, who have in their 
Mouths every one a new Song, the Song ot 
Moſes, and of the Lamb. 


REL1- 
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b REL1GIOUs Soul! caſt off this ſpotted _ 
Garment of the Fleſh, and ſo much the 
more chearfully, becauſe God holds out 


X in his Hand a Garment of Light and 
t Glory, which he will beſtow on thee, 

F 5 | 

- Tr after all this, O Chriſtian, thou 


0 doubteſt of the Felicity and Glory of ſuch 

c as die in the Lord Feſus, read what an A- 
poſtle ſays, 2 Cor. v. who was himſelf ra- 
viſh'd up into the third Heaven, where he 

it beheld in this glorious Palace unſpeakable 


e things. 
1S 
1- Go therefore, believing Soul, go with 


e. joy and Gladneſs to this great God that 
ar calls thee.Gointo the glorious Company of 
th Angels and bleſſed Spirits. Take upon thee 
; | thoſe beautiful Robes of Light, with 
to © which thy Heavenly Father will cloath 
Ie thy Nakedneſs, and accept his Immortal 
s, Crown that he offers to thee. Go and be- 
d hold the Face of the Father of Lights, 
ir be happy with his Divine Reſemblance, 
of and be transformed into his glorious Image, 


[- H 2 A Prayer 
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A Prayer and Meditation of a Chriſſian 

Soul preparing for its Departure out 
of the Body, and Comforting it ſelf 
in the Contemplation of the Glory 
and Felicity of Paradiſe. 


60 D the Author of my Being, 
thou ſeeſt all the Motions and Diſpoſe 
tions of my Soul, thou knoweſt that I have 
wholly reſign'd my ſelf into thy Hands, and 
dieſire nothing elſe but to depend on thy good 
Fleaſure.Speak Lord, for thyServant heareth , 
here I am to do thy Will, O God. I doubt not of 
thy gracious Reception, ſince thou haſt promi- 
fed to give the ' of Life to * as 
perſevere in thy Faith and Fear. O ftreng- 
then me with thy Holy Spirit to vanquiſh this 
laſt Enemy Death; that I may find by it a 
Paſſage to thy eternal Glory and Happineſs. 
T am already ſenſible of that Foy, that ex- 
pedts me in thy Preſence, TI ſee the Heavens 
open, and my Lord Feſus ready to receive me. 
nto thy Hands I commit my Spirit, for thou 
haſt redeem'd it, Amen. 


_ I 
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CHAP. XXIIL 


The Eleventh Conſolation ;, the elor-ous 
ReſurreFion of our Bodies. 
NT AN can't be ſaid to be altogether of 
% aSpiitual Nature, as the holy An- 
gels, nor a ſingle Body as the Snn and the 


Stars, but he is made up of both. Therefore if 


our Souls wiſh to depart out of this Earthly 
Tabernacle, *tis not out of any hatred, 
but becauſe of the Vanity and Corrup- 
tion to wuich Sin has enthral'd it. Yet 


*tis an undoubted Truth, that unleſs the 


Body partakes of the ſame Felicity and 
Glory as the Soul, Man can't be ſaid 


to be perfectly Happy. Therefore if we 


will render our Joy accompliſh'd, and 
apply an effectual Comfort to our Souls, 
we muſt nourith this pleaſant aſſurance, 


that as our Body falls down by Death, fo 


it ſhall riſe again one Day at the general 
Reſurrection. . 


Bur while Humane Reaſon remains in its 
Natural Ignorance, it can't of it ſelf find 
out this glorious Myſtery. But as foon 

N 1 as 


Godly ever be perfect. 
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as tis enlighten'd with the Light from 
above, it diſcovers its moſt remarkable 
Circumſtances, and acknowledges the Ju- 
ſtice and Neceſity of the future Reſurrefion 
of our Bodies. . 


1ſt, Since Rewards and Puinſhments 
ought to be proportionable to him, who is 
to be Puniſh'd or Rewarded, we muſt of 
neceſſity believe the Reſurrection of our 


Bodics; otherwiſe the Pains of the Wicked 


can't be extream, nor the Felicity of the 


_ 24h, THE Body is the Inſtrument em- 
ploy'd by the Wicked againſt God, and it 
alſo incourages and hurries em on in Sin. 


For its Humours ftir it up, inflame and 
carry it to evil Acts. Therefore it ought 


to be Eternally puniſh'd with the Soul in 
Hell-Fire. £ 


2dly, We ſay that Chriſt is no leſs able 


to ſaveus, than Adam was to deſtroy us. 


Now Adam having loſt both Soul and Body, 

we muſt conclude, that it belongs to Chriſt 
to fave em both. Therefore the Body is 
to rife again, that it may partake of the 
Salvation procur'd to us by this great Sa- 
viour. 4thly, 
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1 a4thly, GOD has not made a Covenant 
> | with part of Man, but with all Man, com- 
. | pos'd of Soul and Body: The Body therefore 
, muſt needs riſe again, that it may partake 
of theEternal Fruits of Glory andFelicity, 
which are promis'd to us by his Divine 
1 Covenant. | | 


Sthly, Ir we conſider Death in it ſelf, 
we thall find it to be the Wages of Sin, 
| and a Puniſhment of our Crimes, Now 
|| Feſus Chrift has paid for us theſe Wages on 

the Croſs. We may therefore conclude, 
that Death is to be deftroy'd in reſpe& of 
Believers, and that their Bodies muſt needs 
riſe again. 5 


6thly, AND finally, ſince whatſoever God 
has appointed. in his Eternal Council, 
muſt be fulfilFd in Time, and ſince. he 
Created our Souls nbt to be alone, but to 
live in Company with the Body; 
therefore this Body which falls down 
Death, muſt needs riſe again at the Reſur- 
rection, that the Immortal Soul might re- 
turn to, and dwell with it for ever. i 


5 ſay that the Ræſurrection of our Bo- 
dies is 2mpoſhble, is the greateſt and 
H 4 moſt 
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moſt abominable Atheiſm in the W orld. 


"Tis impudence to deny the Infinite Power 
of God, and the ſacred Hiſtory of the 
World's Creation. For if things are in their 
Bei gs, as they are in their Work'ngs, and 
if their Operations are correſpondent to 
their Naturcs, we muſt of neceſſity con- 
clude, that if there be a God of an Infi- 
nite Being, he muſt needs have a Power 


anſwerable to his Being, and by conſe- 


quence, that this Almighty Cod may with- 
out difficulty raiſe the Dead. 


_ Some may enquire farther, when ſhall 
this Reſurrection be? I anſwer, that it ſhall 
be in the Day which God has appointed. to 
judge all the World in, by the Man whom 
he has ordain'd, Acts xvii. You are not 
to expect from me, Chriſtians, that I ſhould 

point out to you preciſely the Day when 
this ſhall come to paſs, for it belongs not 
to us to know the Times and the Seaſons 
which God has reſerv'd to himſelf. Tis 
true, we may ſee that moſt part of the 
Propheſies are already fulfill'd, fo that we 
may ſay in general terms, The Lord is 


at band, and our Salvation is nearer than 


when we believed, Rom, xiii. 
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* OTnrrs may alſo enquire, what ſhall 
riſe from the Dead? I anſwer that the 
fame Body which falls by Death; ſor if 
God ſhould make à new Body to join it to 
our Souls, twould be no more a Reſurre- 


cCtion, but rather a new Creation. There- 


fore if I may make uſe of the Terms of 
Divines, it ſhall not only be the ſame 
Body, but the ſame individual. 


SOME may enquire farther, in what 
manner {ſhall this Reſurrect ion be? I an- 


ſwer, that our Lord and Saviour ſhall 


come down from Heaven, cloath'd with 


Glory, and attended by the Angels of 


his Power, and millions of his Saints. He 


| ſhall be preceded by the Cry of the Arch- 


Angel, and the Trumpet of God; for the 


Trumpet ſhall ſound, at which all the 


Priſons ſhall be open'd, and the Bodies of 
the Impriſon'd ſhall go out, the Wicked 
to receive their diſmal Sentence of Eter- 
nal Torments, and the bleſſed to be taken 
withChri/t and his Angels into Bliſs Eternal. 


_ ScME may yet enquire. what manner 
of Bodies the Children of God. ſhall have 
after they are riſen from the Dead? I. an- 
ſwer, that their Subſtance ſhall be the 
H 5 | {ame 


154 Remedies againſt the 


fame which they had before Death; they 
ſhall not be imaginary, but true human 
Bodies compos'd of Fleſh and Bones. They 
ſhall be able to ſpeak in the Language of 
our Redeemer, feel and ſee, a Spirit bath nei- 
ther Fleſh nor Bones, as ye ſee that I have. 
Theſe glorified Bodies ſhall never corrupt 
nor putrifie, but they {hall be for ever uni- 
corruptible; therefore St. Faul aſſures us, 
That this Corruptible muſt put onIncorruption.. 
In ſhort, to make us ſenſible that our 
Bodies ſhall put on all the richeſt and 
moſt noble Qualities that can be imagin'd, 
and to expreſs all in a word, the Holy Got 
aſſures us that they ſhall bear the Image 
of the Son of God, and be made conform- 
able to his Glorious Body. 


Now that we have treated ſufficiently 
of ſuch as ſhall riſe from their Graves, it 
remains that we take a view of them 
whoſe Bodies ſhall never be laid in the 
Duſt, but ſhall be alive at Chriſt's coming. 
down from Heaven; concerning this St. 
Faul informs us ſomething in 1 Cor. xv. from 
whence I conceive, that this great change, 
which ſhall be made in the Bodies of them 
that ſhall be then alive, ſhall be a kind of 
Death; for Chriſt will deſtroy altogether 


Terror : of | D EAT H. I 55 | 


in 'em all Corruption. And when he ſhall - 


change the Bodies of the Reprobates, he 


will make them like to other Reprobates, 


whom he ſhall fetch ont of their Graves. 


They ſhall be both render'd Immortal, the 
one to be Tormented, the other to enjoy 
perpetual Felicity. £ 


CHRISTIANS, be not griev'd when: 
Death intends to lay you in the Duſt, for 
what you loſe at preſent, you ſhall find 
again at the great Day of the Reſſirre- 
ction. There is none but would be glad to 


lay ee down to ſleep, and pull off 


his Garments willingly, if he were certain 
to be morè healthy, and to find his Gar- 
ments more beautiful in the Morning. 
Sleep quietly then, faithful Soul, in 
Chriſt's Boſom, for when thou ſhalt awake 
at the ſound of the Arch-Axgel's Trumpet, 
thou ſhalt put on Immortality, and find 
this Garment whiter than Snow. What 
deſireſt thou more, Chriſtian Soul, for thy 
Comfort? What addition can. there be 
made to thy Happineſs, ſince thou art led 
by Death to the fruition of Eternal Joys, 
and endleſs Pleaſures in Paradiſe. 


LeT therefore thy Heat rejoyce, thy 
Tongue be glad, and thy Fleſh reſt in 
| | Hope 
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Hope, for the Lord will not leave thee al- 
ways in the Grave, but will ſhortly come 
down himſelf from Heaven, to tranſport 
thee thither. | 8 


4102144710177 


A Prayer and Meditation of a Chri- 
ſtian, who being ready to depart out 
of the World, comforts himſelf with 
an aſſurance and expectation of the 
Glorious Reſurrection of his Body. 


Eternal God] who haſt appointed my 
vile Body to be a Temple of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and a Noble Pavilion of thy God- 
head, to participate with the Soul in the eter- 
nal Happineſs of thy Kingdom: I feel my 
Strength failing me, and am certain that I 
Pall be reduc d to Duff, But, Lord, I am 
ſufficiently comforted with the Knowledge that 
if the outward Man decays, the inward is re- 
 nwew'd Day by Day; if this wretched Body 
falls down by Death, thou wilt raiſe it up a- 
gain at the general Re furrection. And tho 
this ſame Body is condemn'd to rot in a Tomb, 
I'm certain "twill one Day ſhine in thy Cœ- 
leſtial Palace. I am ready, Lord, to depart 
hence, my Breath fails me, and Death ap- 
pears before me, threatning to ſtrike the final 
ſtroke; but notwithftanding all Des 
. ag 
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and Objedions, I know I ſhall riſe again to 
behold thy Magmficence and Glory. Amen. 


SES IOEEIROETOET2 
3 CHAP, XXIV. 
The Twelfth Conſolation; the Deſtru- 
Gion of DEATH, and the Eternal 
and moſt Bleſſed LIFE which we 
ſhall enjoy both in Soul and Body after 
our Re ſurrection. 3 
WE have ſufficiently treated of that 
Happineſs which is prepar'd far 
our Souls at their departure from the 
Bodies, and of the glorious Reſurrection 
promis'd to theſe Bodies, when Chriſt ſhall 


come down from Heaven in his Glory to 
judge the Quick and the Dead. It ſeems 


that we have nothing now to do, but to 


end this Work with as perfect a Picture as 
can be drawn of the Eternal Glory and 
Felicity which we expect to enjoy both in 
Soul and Body after our Reſurrection. But 
firſt I may ſay ſomething of the entire 
deſtruction of all our Enemies, and repre- 
ſent to you the final overthrow of Death. 


WEN Feſis Chriſt ſhall appear again to 
judge the World in Righteouſneſs, he ey 
| Cs [9 
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fit on a moſt ſplendid Throne, he ſhall 
ſend: forth his Angels, who ſhall gather 
together the Elect. The ſight of this glo- 
rions Saviour ihall then fill us with an 
unſpeakable Joy. But the Wicked ſhal! 
lament and ſtrike their Breaſts m Deſpair, 
they ſhall call on the Mountains and 
Rocks to fall on 'em, Rev. vi. Then the 
Lord ſhall bring to light the hidden things 
of Darkneſs, and make manifeſt the 
thoughts of the Heart. The Books ſhall 
then be open'd, and every Man judg'd ac- 
cording to the things written therein, 
Rev. xx. St) 


THERE are three ſorts-of Perſons who 
are to ſtand before this glorious Tribunal : 
Such as never had any otherTutor but Na- 
ture, who are not acquainted with any 
other Works of God, but of his Creation 
and Providence. For God has. not left 
himſelf without Witneſſes of doing good. 
The ſecond fort have been aſſiſted with a 
divine Revelation from above, under the 
Law, which has diſtinctly told em what 
Works are pleaſing to God. Theſe may 
have heard ſomething of a Meftas from 
the ancient Prophets. The other ſort have 
had the grace of God clearly reveal'd to 
| "em, 


em, to whom Chrift has brought Life and 


There are none of theſe Perſons, if they 


and rational Dictates of their Conſciences; 
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Immortality to Light thro' the Goſpel. 


have liv'd in Impiety and Debauchery, 
and are dead in Impenitency, that ſhalt 
be able to excuſe themſelves in this dread- 
ful Day of Judgment. But ſome are more 
guilty than others, therefore they ſhall be 
condemn'd to greater Puniſhments, 


Trey who have Lived and are Dead 
without any Law of God reveal'd to *em, 
ſhail be judg'd without the Law, ſuch ſhall 
be condemn'd for. having taken pleaſure in 
extinguiithing the remains of their natu- 
ral Light, and in ſmothering the good 


Taxy that profeſs to know the Law, 
Mall be judg'd by the Law. 


Bor no People on Earth have cauſe to 
expect and dread a more ſevere Sentence 
than wicked Chriſtians, who make pro- 
feſſion of knowing God, and believing in 
Chriſt, who nevertheleſs deny him by their 
Works, and trample under their Feet the 
Riches of his Grace. How can it other- 


wiſe be, for ſuch as have heard the Goſpel 


preached, 


S : 
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_ preached, who have ſeen Feſus as it were 
Crucified before their Eyes, and yet have 
no Advantage from all this, they ought 
ro be puniſh'd in another manner than the 
bare Auditors of Moſes, that never ſaw 
the Meſias but afar off, and in the ſha- 
cows of the Ceremonial Law. 


THE great Judge of the World ſhall 
place at his left Hand all wicked Souls, 
and ſhall pronounce to 'em this-dreadfvl 
Sentence, Depart from me ye Curſed, into 
Eternal Fire, prepar'd for the Devil and bw 
Angels. But to the Faithful he ſhall ſay, 
Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the 
Kingdom prepar'd for you from the beginning 
of the World. 


SOME may here inquire, If the Souls of 
the Damned go down to Hell immediately 
after their egreſs out of the Body, and are 
tormented in an unquenchable Fire; how 
is it then that the Son of Man will judge 
them again at the laſt Day, and ſend them 
to-an everlaſting Burning, prepar'd for 
the Devil and his Angels © 1 that 
when the Souls of the Wicked depart out 
of their wretched Bodies, God pronounces 


to em the Sentence of Death; but when 


it 


- a_ % & _ 
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' Cbrift ſhall fit on the Throne of his Glory, 
he ſhall publiſh the ſame Sentence before 


all Men and Angels, after wich the 


ſhall be ſent both Soul and Body to Eter- 


nal Burnings. Then Death jhall be no 


more for God's Children, for it thall ne- 


ver diſturb their Reſt and Felicity. 


Ar that time there ſhall be no more 


Enemies to encounter with, no more Evils 
to be fear'd, no more Advantages to 


be deſir d; for God will admit us to the 
bottomleſs Ocean of the moſt Divine Rap- 


© To a 


_ SBALL. I undertake to paint out nnto 


you this Glory and perfe& Felicity ? when- 


St. Paul ſpeaks of theſe Evangelical My- 
fteries, he aſſures us, that they are things 


that the Eye of Man has never ſeen, nor 


his Ear hear'd, nor ever enter'd. into his 


Heart, 1 Cor. ii. But as thoſe who can't 


caſt their Eyes directly to look on theSun, 


becauſe it blinds em with N 
e 


Light, yet behold its Body with more ea 
in the Water, or a Looking-glaſs: Thus 
Mall we conſider the Divine Brightneſs of 


Heaven, which we are not able otherwiſe 
JC 2 - - 


"To 


162 Remedies againſt the 


To begin in the firſt place with the 
Word Paradiſe, it ſignifies a pleaſant Gar- 
den; *tis often made uſe of to expreſs to 
us the Joys of the Life to come, and to 
make us ſenſible, that what we have loſt 
by Adam, is reſtor'd to us by Feſus Chriſt, 
And whereas Cherubims arm'd with a fla- 
ming Sword, ſtood at the entrance of the 
Earthly Paradiſe, to hinder Adam from 
approaching near to the Tree of Life, and 
from gathering its Fruits: Now whole 
Legions of Cherubims are to carry us up 
upon their Wings to the Tree of Life; for 
"tis ſaid, To him that ſhall overcome, I will 
ive to him to eat of the Tree of Life, which 


is in the milf of the Paradiſe of God. 


ALL our Senſes ſhall partake in theſe 
Heavenly and Everlaſting Pleaſures ; our 
Eyes ſhall behold with tranſports of Joy, 
the ſacred Countenance of our Redeemer, 
the Riches and wonderful Beauty of his 
Palace, the Glory and Magnificence of his 
Empire; onr Ears ſhall be delighted with 
Harmonies of Angels, and of the Church 
Triumphant ; our Smelling ſhall receive 
the ſweet Perfumes of our Bridegroom, 
_ Whoſe Garments are of Myrrh, and the 
| grateful 
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grateful Odours of his Vine always bloſ- 


foming. Our Palate ſhall taſte the Bread 
of Angels, the hidden Manna, the Fruits 


of the Tree of Life, the Waters iſſuing 


fort to everlaſting Life, and the newWine 


of the Kingdom of Heaven. Our Hands 


hall embrace the Saviour of the World, 
and with our Feet we ſhall walk about the 
Streets of that Golden City, the Heaven- 
ly Feruſalem, and we ſhall follow the 
Lamb whitherſoever he goes, Rev, xiv. 


ALT RHO' I ſpeak to you in this manner, 


Tm perfwaded, Chriſtian Souls, that you 


underſtand very well that theſe expreſ- 
ſions, and ſuch like are not to be under-- 
ſtood in a literal fenſe, they are but dark 
Shadows and Imperfe& Images of the 
Advantages of the Life to come. | 


For certainly to beautified Souls God is 
the only Obje&, and the only Source of 


their Eternal Glory and Felicity, they 


ſhall have a Likeneſs and Reſemblance 
with God, as much as their Human Nature 
will permit 'em to have. 


SoME 
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SOME there are that enquire, whether in 
Paradiſe there ſhall be an equality, or an 
inequality of Glories and felicitics? 
This Queſtion is more curious than necef- 
ſary; for we need not enquire whether 
there ſhall be any more or lefs happy 
than our ſelvcs. It ſhonld ſuffice us for 
Comfort, to know, that if we be true Be- 
levers, and truly Penitent, if we fear 
God as we onght, if we ſerve him with a 
Religious Mind until the laſt Gaſp, in 
ſuch a Caſe we ſhall attain-to the Glory 
of the Children of God, and poſleſs with 
them a perfect and eternal Felicity. 


You may ask, Chriftians, in what part 
of the great World God ſhall cauſe us to 
enjoy ſo many rare: Pleaſures, and Cœle- 
tial Contentments? I anſwer, that this 
Place is above the Elemental World, and 
above all the Heavens. In ſhort, tis the 


glorious Seat, where we hope that God 


will- receive us both in Soul and Body at 
that Day, when we ſhall be taken up into 


the Air, above the Clouds of Heaven, to 


be for ever with the Lord Feſus, 


SOME | 


IE. 
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SoME may enquire whether we fhall 
know one another 1n this State of Eternal 
Glory and Happineſs? In anſwer to this, 
I confeſs that 'tis ſaid, that the former 
things ſhall be remembred no more, and that 
they ſhall come no more into our Minds, But 
this is to be underſtood of the Evils and 
Calamities of this preſent Life. But if 
we conſider well what St. Matthew tells us 
in Chap. xx11. How the Sadducees came to 
Chriſt with this difficult Queſtion , Maſter, 
MoskEs ſaid, &c. But Chrift reply'd to 
them, Tou err, not knowing the Scripture, 
wr the Power of God, for in the Reſurre- 
tion, they neither marry, nor are given in 
Marriage, but are as the Angels of God in 
Heaven. From hence we may conclude, 
that altho' in Heaven we ſhall know one 
another, we ſhall have nothing of that 
Carnal Love, which we have at preſent, 
and which cauſes us to put ſo much differ- 
ence between one Perſon and another, A 
Father may know his Children, but his 
Love ſhall not be grounded on Confider- 
ations of Fleſh and Blood; he ſhall love 
them only, becauſe they are amongſt the 
Children of God, and Heirs of the King- 
dom, and becauſe he ſhall ſee them ap- 


Pear 
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pear in the Image of the Heavenly Father, 
cloath'd with his Light, and crown'd with 
his Immortal Glory. In ſhort, we ſhall 
love no body but in God, and for his ſake, 
as they ſhall be in God, and God in them, 
In this manner it thall not be poſlible 


to love them more or leſs. Charity or 


Love, the Queen of Virtues, ſhall then fit 


upon its Throne, and attain to its higheſt 


Degree and Perfection. 


You Devout Souls, that delight in the 


contemplation. of Cœleſtial Things, I 


pray conſider with me the Accompliſh- 
ment and Perfection of three kinds of 
Works, which have been ſucceeded by their 
ſeveral Reſts. The firſt was that of the 
Creation of the World, for in ſix Days 
God Created the Heaven and the Earth, 
and all things in them, and when he had 
finiſh'd his Works, and found that they 
were good and perfect, he reſted the Se- 
venth Day, Gen. i. Therefore he bleſſed 
and ſanctified it. The ſecond great Work 
was that of Redemption; for when our 


Saviour had fulfill'd all the Prophecies 


which mention'd him, and purchas'd for 
us with his Blood an Eternal Redemption, 
he cried out, all is finiſhed, John xix, and 
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he bow'd his Head,and gave up the Ghoſt. 
The third Work is that of our Glorifica- 


tion, when we ſhall ſee new Heavens ap- 
pear, and a new Earth, when our Bodies 


ſhall be Cloath'd with Immortality, and 


united again to our Souls, and when in 
both Soul and Body we ſhall attain to the 
higheſt Glory, and moſt perfect Bliſs, 


then he that fits upon the Throne of Eter- 


nity, thall ſay with a loud Voice, All is 


fuiſbed, Rev. xxi. 


AFTERWARDS the Sabbath of Sabbaths 
{hall ſucceed, that Eternal Reſt, and that 
Peace, which ſhall never be interrupted 
by any Iufelicity. We may ſay, that this 
laſt Reſt 1s the Reſt of all the three Per- 
ſons of the moſt Holy and moſt glorious 
Trinity, for then they ſhall reſt from all 
manner of Works for ever and ever, and 
we in the Boſom of their Glory, ſhall alſo 
enjoy an Everlaſting Reſt. 75 


THEREFORE let us forſake all manner 
of Vice, and give our ſelves over to Vir- 
tue; let us take heed that we be not like 
the Wiſe Virgins, that ſlept as well as the 
Fooliſh ; but let us Watch and Pray, left 
we enter into Temptation, for the Spirit 

a | -28: 
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is willirg, but the Fleſh is weak. Re- 
deem the Time, for the Days are Evil, and 
make haſte to put on the Garments of 


Righteouſneſs and Innocence, fill your Hearts 


with the holy Oil of Faith, Hope, and 


Charity; take your Lamps in your Hands, 


. 


and let your Souls ſhine with a Divine 


Light. 


IV this bleſſed Diſpoſition let us go and 
meet our Heavenly Bridegroom, and haſt- 
en his Coming by our Prayers and Groans. 
Let our Souls be full of Love, let them ſigh 
for our divine Feſus; and being mov'd wit 
the ſame Aﬀection as St. John, let us ſay 


to him with an earneſt Deſire, Come, Loyd 


Feſus ; and if he anſwers, For certain I come 


quickly, let the longing of our Souls in- 


creaſe more and more, that we may be 
able to pray more fervently and let this 
Cry reach up to Heaven, Come Lord Feſus, 
come quickly, Amen, 85 


A Prayer 
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A Prayer and Meditation for a believ- 4 
ing Soul, that rejoyces and Comforts 
| it-ſelf in looking on DEAT H's De 
ſtruction, and the Everlaſting and 
Bleſſed Life, which we hope to enjoy, 


S both in Soul and Body after the Re- 


ſurrection. 


Great Fudge of the W, ortd, Author of 


() Life and Happineſs ! Thy Grace has 
 beſtow'd on me the Seeds of Immortality; by 
Faith I have a Proſpe@ into thoſe Foys of Fa- 


radiſe into which my Soul ſhall enter after 
Death +. O raiſe my Mind to Contemplate con- 
tinually on the unſpeakable Felicity of Para- 
diſe. Let me not be unmindful of that mag- 
mficent Throne, where thou ſhalt ſit to judge 
the World. Grant that I may rejoice in ex- 
Nane happy Day, in which all the 
Enemies of thy Glory, and our Salvation ſhall 


be deſtroy d, and we become Immortal and for 
ever Happy. O Lord, forgive my impatient 


Wiſhes, and haſten that Day for the Elects 


' ſake, Come and put an end to this wicked 


World infected with Sin, bind the Devils in 
Chains of Darkneſs, and ſhut *em up with 
ms Ot IG 
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Death for ever in the bottomleſs Pit. Lord 
| Jeſus have pity on the Crys and Sufferingso f 

thy Diſtreſs'd People, and introduce us ſuto 
thine eternal R-fl , where we ſhall joyn bur 
Voices with the Anthems of the Holy Angels, 
«| ſaying, unto him who bas lou d and cleans'd 
238 from all our Sins in his Blood, and bas 
* made us Kivgs and Prieſts unto God his Fa- 
'F; ther . to bim, as to the Father, and the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt be Glory, Power and Dominion, for 
ever and ever, Amen. 
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